
442 T H E  BIOGRAPHICAI, RECORD 
- 

H e  hacl the honor of entertaining Mr. Lin- 
coln several times in his own home and the 
friendly relations between them was main- 
tained until the President's death. Mr. 
Duncan held membership in the First 
3Iethodist Episccpal church of Danville 
and his \viclo\v still belongs to that church. 
From an early day dependent upon his own 
resources. a splendid success in life \\;as the 
result of his labor. His career proved that 
the only true success in life is that which 
is accoinplished by personal effort and con- 
secutive industry. I t  proves that the road 
to success is open to all young men who 
have the courage to tread its pathway, and 
the life record of such a man shoulcl serve 
as inspiration to the young of this and 
future generations, ancl teach by incontro- 
vertible facts that success is ambition's an- 
swer. Mr. Duncall passed away February 
8, 1893, llonored and respected by all who 
knew him and thus one more of the pioneers 
of Vermilion county joined the silent ma- 
jority. 

Mrs. Duncan is now residing at No. 129 
Franklin street. She is the owner of several 
fine residences in the northern part of the 
city. She expects soon to erect a beautiful 
home for herself here. She has a very wide 
circle of acquaintances and all who know 
her are her friends. giving to her their warm 
regard in recognition of her many excellent 
q~alities of heart and mind. 

REV. SYLVESTER HODGES. 

For twenty-three years Rev. Hodges de- 
voted his life to the ministry of the gospel 
and through long years he has been an active 
factor in business in Vermilion county. H e  
has now passed the seventy-fourth milestone 

on life's journey, having been born in Rip- 
ley county, Indiana, 12, 1828. his 
parents being llTilliam ancl Deborah (Creith) 
Hodges. The father \\-as a farmer and also ' 

operated a sawmill. He died in the veal- 
1833. our subject being left fatherless at the 
early age of five. In the fanlily were seven 
children. The mother long survived her 
husband and passed away in 1879, at the 
home of her son, Sylvester, in Catlin. Three 
children were left tc  mourn her loss. of 
1v11om our subject is the eldest. The others 
are: IVilliam A.. of Mattoon, Illinois : arlcl 
Benjamin F., of Danville. The deceased 
are : 1 s .  Malinda Peterman, Gabriel, 
Thanson and Mrs. Margaret Tait. 

For a half day Rev. Sylvester Hodges 
~vas  a student in a log schooll~ouse. Later 
he took up his studies in a frame school- 
house but he never attended scl~ool for more 
than four tnontl~s in his life altogether. He 
was reared upon a farm and at  the age of 
eighteen years he left home and learileil the 
blacksmith's trade, which he has follo~ved for 
more than .fifty-six years. He  opened a 
shop in Ripley county. Indiana, before he 
attained his mnjority ancl assisted in the 
support of his father's family. Emigrating 
to Vermilion county, Illinois, he made the 
jottrney in a covered wagon through the 
black swamps of Indiana. He  hacl been 
married in the Hoosier state and he ancl 
his brother. with their respective families. 
came to Illinois. camping out by the way at 
night. For a few months our subject re- 
sided in Georgetokvn, then gave his atteri- 
tion to farming for a time and after~varcl 
established a blacksmith shop east of Dan- 
ville, conducting the business for two and 
one-half years. On the 17th of July, 1861, 
he removed to Catlin and opened his shop 
in this place, conducting business there for 
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2 number of years, his good workmanship 
sccuring him a libera1 patronage. In 1879 
lie began preaching and was ordained as a 
minister the following year. At the present 
time he is not actively connected with the 
illillistry save that he occasion?lly fills a 
pulpit in the absence of the regular pastor 
or preaches a funeral sermon. For twenty- 
three years, however, he continuecl to labor 
in the ministry and throughout this time 
he also carried on work at his trade. Soon 
after he came to the co~ulty he was offered 
eighty acres of land near Tilton for three 
hundred dollars and in an early day he 
could have bought land at the Junction for 
six cIoIIars. There was much 11-ild prairie 
in Vermilion county over which the deer 
roanled and many years passed before this 
\\-as claimed and cultivated. 

On the 4th of Nolrember, 1847, Mr. 
Hodges was united in marriage to Mary 
A. Tait, who was born June 18, 1829, a 
daughter of Benjamin and Sally (Tilton) 
Tait, natives of the Keystone state. Unto 
our subject and his wife have been born 
five children. Deborah is the wile of J. H. 
Harkly. of Oklahoma, and has two claugh- 
iers, Pearl and Maude Harkly. Galvin 
married Fannie Champion, a daughter of 
F. 31. Champion, of Catlin. and has one 
child, Blanche. The deceased of the family 
are: Earnabus T., MaIan H., and Mro 
Lizzie Chrtnlberlin. 

Mr. Hodges has served as a member of 
the ton-11 council for several terms and was 
elected justice of the peace but never quali-. 
fied. He was also a school director for 
some years and throughout the county he 
is well known. H e  retains his church mem- 
bership with the Christian church of Til- 
ton_ He  owns the property where his shop 
stands and also his comfortable residence 

in.the south part of Catlin. His residence 
here covers a very long period antedating 
the building of the Wabash Railroad. He 
saw Danville \\--hen there were but three 
dry goods stores in the town and the jail 
was an old iog structure. For the past 
twenty years he has voted the Prohibition 
ticket and the cause of temperance finds 
in him a stalwart advocate, his aid and in- 
fluence having ever been given to any move- 
ment or measure which tends to promote 
general welfare or to uplift his fello\v men. 

R. H. MATER. 

R. H. Mater, who is one of the best 
known contractors of Vermilion co~~nty .  his 
extensive interests connecting him in a large 
measure with the substantial improvement 
of Danville and surrounding towns, wa. 
born in Parke county. Indiana, February 20. 
1839. His parents were Daniel and Sarah 
(Sowers) Mater. The Mater family came 
originally from Germany and was estab- 
lished in R f  aryland whence. representatives 
of the name removed to Ohio. In the latter 
state both the parents of our subject were 
born and married. In the maternal line 
Mrs. Mater is also of German lineage, her 
maternal grandparents ha\-ing been born in 
the fatherland whence they emigrated to  
Ohio at an early day. Daniel Mater was 
a minister of the TJnited Brethren churcl~. 
About 1836 he removed to  Indiana. settling 
five miles from Rockville and in that local- 
ity he lived until his death which occurred 
on the I 5th of Aups t ,  1893, when he \\;as 
eighty-three years of age. In his political 
vie~vs he was a Republican. His life was 
largeIy devoted to the work of uplifting hi: 
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fellow- men and in the ministry he was a 
man of considerable influence. His wife 
'passed away in 1849 and about eighteen 
months later he was united in marriage to 
Elizabeth Finney, a native of Annapolis, 
Parke county, Indiana. She was a daughter 
of a Mr. Finney, of Mar;vland. By the first 
marriage there were five children, of whom 
there are yet living: Josephine, the widow 
of S. F. Roberts, a resident of Hopkins, 
Missouri; R. H., of this review; and J. D., 
who resides in Morristown, Tennessee. By 
the second marriage of Rev. Mater there 
were born four children, all of whonp 
reached maturity and are yet living, namely : 
John R., a resident of Danville, Illinois; 
Reiley, who is living in Ottawa, Illinois; 
Mary, the wife of Lee Phillips, of Terre 
Haute, Indiana; and Hiram, who is living 
near Terre Haute. 

In  the district schools R. H. Mater pur- 
sued his education and early became familiar 
with farm work in all of its departments, 
living upon his father's farm until twenty 
years of age. He learned the carpenter's 
trade in Parke county, Indiana. and has 
since been counected with building opera- 
tions. While living in that county on the 8th 
of August, 1861, Mr. Mater was united in 
marriage to Miss Sarah Matticks, who was 
born in Parke county April 17, 1843, and 
mas a daughter of Jesse Matticks, a native 
of Kentucky. Her mother bore the maiden 
name of Nancy Collins and she too was 
born in Kentucky but became the wife of 
Mr. Matticks in Indiana. The father of 
Mrs. Mater was a farmer and in 1863 re- 
moved to Illinois, settling near Fairmount, 
where he lived until 1870, when he came to 
Danville and in this city he and his wife 
still make their home. In his political views 
he is a Republican and is a member of the 

Methodist Episcopal church. Unto him 
and his wife were born five children, name- 
ly: Mrs. Mater; Mary, now wife of J. 
D. Mater, of Morristown, Tennessee; An- 
na, the wife of R. Cass, of Danville; Phar- 
aba, the wife of S. P. Swisher, of Danville: 
and W. P., who resides at Ridgefarm, Illi- 
nbis. The marriage of Mr.,and Mrs. Mater 
has been blessed with four children, only 
two of whom are now living. Howard, the 
elder, married Cora Woods, and is a mer- 
chant tailor residing in Terre Haute, In- 
diana. He has three children, Mildred, Ben- 
jamin, and Robert. Lucy is the wife of 
A. F. Dape ,  of Danville, bookkeeper for 
the N. E. Holden Lumber Company, and 
they have two children, Byron and Mad- 
aline. 

In 1868 Mr. Mater removed to Terre 
Haute, Indiana, where he resided until the 
succeeding fall. In December of that year 
he came to Danville, where he has since en- 
gaged in carpentering and contracting. In 
the follo\ving July he built his present busi- 
ness block and admitted J. N. Lewis to a 
partnership. Mr. Mater has erected some 
of the best residences in this city. He also 
built the Martin block, the Illinois Printing 
Conlpany building and has erected in every 
town in the county churches, schools, ele- 
vators and residences. In fact, he is one 
of the best known contractors of Vermilion 
county and his business has assumed ex- 
tensive proportions. He built the Jackson 
street school building of Danville and many 
other public structures here. His faithful- 
ness to the terms of a contract, his reliabil- 
ity and his excellent workmanship have 
been factors in his splendid success, winning 
him a substantial and growing patronage. 
In addition to his business fie owns some 
valuable residence property in Danville, 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



C. E. LORING. 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



MRS. C. E. LORING. 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



T H E  BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 

h:i\-ing made judicious investments in real 
e-tate. 

In his political view Mr. Mater is a 
1;epublican Prohibitionist, but the honors 
and emoluments of office have had no at- 
traction for him and he has steadily r e  
fused to become a candidate for political 
preferment. He is a member of the Royal 
Templars of Temperance and has been an 
Odd Fellow. He is also a member of thc 
Cumberland Presbyterian church, in which 
he has held office. His prosperity is largely 
due to his thorough mastery of the business 
in which as a young tradesman he em- 
barked. His persistency of purpose has also 
bee11 an element in his success and through- 
out the years of his connection with build- 
ing operations in Danville he has main- 
tained a reputation for honesty and relia- 
bility that has made his word a s  good as 
his bond. 

A - -+ 7 

. . 

ASBURY LORING. 

The history of the early growth and de- 
velopment of a county or state is always in- 
teresting to those who, witnessing to-day 
the advancement and prosperity of the same, 
are glad to give tribute to those whose 
labors have resulted in its accomplishment. 
To the pioneer settlers of Vermilion county, 
Illinois, is due all respect and honor, and 
none-are more worthy of this than the Lor- 
ing family. 

Daniel Loring, the grandfather of As- 
burp, spent his early life in Massachusetts 
and Utica, Kew York. I-Te ~veddecl Miss 
ltary Ann Stone ancl to them were born 
four sons, but three died from yellolV fever 
in childl~ood, at  Utica, Xew York, where 
they had previously moved, leaving C. E. 

the only S L ~ X ~ T - O ~ .  His first wife dying in 
I 8 I j. Ilaniel Loring subsequentlq- married 
Mary Stem-ard, and in 1823 they remo\-ed 
to Coal Creek. Indiana. whence they came 
to Vern~iiion countj~, Illinois, in 1834. the 
journey being made in a covered n-agon con- 
structecl from salved logs fitted on axles. 
This was one of the most solid wagons ever 
brought to the county and the only one of 
its kind. The grandfather died in -August. 
1862, at the age of eight!--one years. Bp 
his seconcl union five children were born, 
but all are nov: deceased but the youngest 
daughter. Nrs. J. C. Felix, who resides in 
Kansas. 

C. E. I-oring, our subject's father, was 
born in Maine, December 4, 1805, and ac- 
companied his parents 011 their various re- 
 novels until finally becoming a resident of 
Vermilion county, Illinois. He received 
one hundred and fifty dollars from his 
mother's estate on attaining his majority, 
but in order to get this he was obliged to 
go east. He hired out as a hand on a flat- 
boat and in that way made the trip down 
the Wabash, Oliio and Nississippi rivers 
and thence by the Gulf and Atlantic to 
Boston, &Iassachusetts. He returned by 
way of the Ohio river. With one hundred 
dollars of his money he purchased eighty 
acres of land from George French and wife, 
in 1833, it being a part of the farm on 
which our subject now l i ~ e s  and which a t  
that time was all wild and unimprovecl. 
There was not even a rail upon the place. 
The country 11-as then over-run with prai- 
rie u-olves ancl sloughs were on every hand. 
Nothing daunted, Mr. Loring in 1834 
began to break his land with a yoke of osen 
which he had purchased with the rernain- 
ing fifty dollars, and to othenvise improve 
his place. He lived the first year 11-it-h a fam- 
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ily named Patterson. He worked early and 
late to accomp!isI~ what he had set out to do 
-acquire a good home. Bj- capable man- 
agement and hard labor he became an exten- 
sive land 011-ner, having in his possession 
five hundred and ninety-five acres of the 
richest farm land. Kearly all of this was 
under a high state of cultivation at the time 
of his death. His early life was that of a 
pioneer. H e  hauled grain to Chicago, La- 
fayette, _ittica and COI-ington, n-hich \\-ere 
the nearest trading points. H e  n-as work- 
ing on the canal during the year of the 
"falling stars." IVhen he settled on the 
farm now o~vnecl by our subject, Chicago 
v a s  a Illere village and Dam-ille had tn-o 
small stores. On returning from Chicago 
on one of his trips he endeavored to swill1 
his oxell across Sugar Creek, having a horse 
in the lead. but the horse could not pull 
them. Howei-er, a frie~ld appeared on the 
scene ant1 with an a s  brolie the lock an(! 
they managed to get safely across, other- 
wise the oxell 11-oul d have dro~~-ned.  llThe!l 
C. E. Loring settled in Vertllilion county 
I\-olves roamed over the prairie and hunt- 
ing \\.as fine. deer. C ~ L I C ~ ~ S ,  wild turkeys an(! 
prairie chickens being very plentiful. H e  
saw the to\\-11s and villages of the cotlnty 
spring into existence and as the years have 
passed they ha\-e gro~\-n and prospered. add- 
ing their quota to the general gron-th. pros- 
perity and advancement of state 2nd nation. 
In this work of ad\-ancement he took an ac- 
tire part as an indil-idual and a citizen of 
his community. 

C. E. Loring 11-as united in marriage to 
I\Iiner\-a J. IIorton, a native of Ohio. born 
in January. 1836. She died September 23. 
1855. as the result of an accident. Their 
marriage took place in Vermilion county. 
Illi~lois, September 4, 185 I. and the!- be- 

- - - 

came the parents of eig-11; children, three of 
whom died in iniancy and vile at tlle age 
of ti\-o ant1 one-half years. The four liv- 
ing chilclren are: Mattie E., the wife of - 
2. Starr. of Xe\\.ell to~vnship, I'er~uilion 
countv; A s b ~ ~ r y ,  the subject of this revieiv; 
Olive A. lliils: no\\- deceased : ancl I~rances, 
11-110 non- imnkes her home \\-it11 her I)rotller, 
Asbuq-, acting as his 1iousel;eeper. 

C. E. Loi-ing suffered the misfortune of 
losiilg his sight in tlie '70s. H e  \\as 2.t the 
time acting as school treasurer, n-hich posi- 
tion he had filled for about sisteen years. 
H e  was ahout to I-esigll ant1 turn over tile 
books to lzis stxcessoi- ivhen this occurretl. 
H e  preparetl the 1,001;s. liad everything xi-- 

ranged ant1 was about to resign n-hen he 
noticerl that his eye-sight hat1 left him. I-Te 
ren~ainetl in this \\-a. for over thirty years, 
patiently bearing his aflliction, 11.11ich (lit1 
not, ho\ve\-er, prevent him f r o ~ n  taliin;; an 
active interest iii tlie ma1iagen;ei;t of llis :if- 
fairs. H e  forme:l his o ~ v n  plans nn(l his 
so11 --\sbury, of this revie\\., I~ell>etl to c:~r~-y 
them out am1 to mannge his large est:lte. 
H e  n-as a great 107-er of hooks ant1 his loss 
of sight was therefore the more 1;ecnly felt. 
H e  bore the loss \\-it11 fortitutle, 21111 his 
patience ant1 liintll~ess of manner entle:~rc(l 
him to all 11-ho knew hinl. I-Ie was x p~-om-. 
inelit nlan or' affairs in his co~~iniunit;; ailtl 
his opinions carried \\eight with his fellniv 
men. H e  n-as actil-ely interested in eclucx- 
tional 11-ork and (luring liis public service 
did much to\?-art1 the material, ~iioral a1111 
intellectual culture of the Toung. I-Ie 11elpe:l 
to build the scl~ools ancl churches o f  liis 
community and \\;as aln-avs deeply inter- 
ested in the general welfare. He n-as a 
Republican in his political ~ i e n - s  and cast 
his first presidential vote for :trilliarn Henry 
Harrison in 1840. For sixty-five years lie 
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livetl 011 tlle old homestead and his cle:ltli 
tl~el-e occurred 1 :iliu:ir!. 1 2 ,  1899, \\-lien Ile 
\\.as o\.er ninety ye:irs ot' age. 1-lis 111e1il- 
or\- is Iield sacreil 1)y ~iirlny friends :tntl re!- 

ati1,t.s \ \ . I IL I  regsettell (leeply liis demise. 
;\sl)ury I-osing sl)ent tlie (lays ot' his 

I~o!-hootl :untl ytmt li ul)o?i tlie hume iarm, 
attencling the clistrict scl~trc~l (luring tile 
\\inter ten11 ant1 \\-urlii~ig upou the iarni 
\\.it11 his fiitl~er tluri~ig tile se:isuris or' plo\\.- 
I ,  1 1 ~  I t ~ g - .  lie thus 
gaine(1 a ~)s;lc.tic:ll la11 ~\\.lctlge u i t l ~ e  c~ccu- 
t i  I i  I :  1 1  I 1 I .  kle 
rcc~ci\~e~l ;I s.1 \ I  ~1 r(111c.:it i t  ) I ) ,  :~ t te~i ( l i~ ig  scI11 ~ 1 . 1 1  

1111til lie :ltt:~ii~c(l 11is ~ i i ; ~ j ~  brity :~11 t l  CI I I ~ ~ ~ I ~ L I -  
. . 
lux it iclr one !,e:tr ~llc~-e:~lrter. J lc. ~L'III :L~IIC~<I 
c ~ ~ ~ l t i ~ l u o u s l ~  u1)01i tllc i;~r111 \vIiese lie \\'as 
burn, :lssistillg l ~ i s  ilttlier :i11(1 rccci\,i~~y; n 
sli:ire i l l  tlie 1)roIits o f  tlleir l:il)~rr. * \ I 1  llis 
liie 11e 11:~s l ~ e c ~ i  :11i c~~c~-ge i tc ,  tl~l-iit;~, : L I ~ I I  
CCI l l t t~ t~~ic ;~!  III:~:I. \\,]to 11:~s (lt,lle 11111cli to\\.;t1-11 

i~~~l)l-ovil~;;  11;s i':1r111 :LII ( I  ~ l i : ~ l i i ~ l g  it 011c 
tlic rie.11cst ; ~ i i t l  1111,st l)~-t,lI~~i:ti\.c ill t11e 
~ ' ~ l l l l l ~ ' .  S!c l lOi , \<  O\\.IlS I , l i C  Ill~ll~!rc(l : i l l11  

s ixt~.-eigli~ : I I I I ~  :i I1:~li ; L C I - C ~ ,  t\veiitv-six : L C I - C ~  

I J ~  \ v l ~ i c l ~  is ti111l~c.1- I:i1111. I !c  11:~s Ie11 :L ~ O ~ J C I - ,  

i11(111\tr;o11s :t~itl (111iet life, si1c11 :LS is Ic(1 l)y 
c 1111- I)cst . \ I I I C . ~ ~ ( - : L I I  cit ize11~. :111!1 i l l  tllc 1.ic:ll 
lieltls tri xr:tit~ \\.l~icli :!I-C. :~111111;111\. :;.:LI-I~c~I.cLII 
011 liis i:trt11 I I C  sccs 1 1 1 ~  r~s111t Oi 11;s I I I J I ~ V S ~  
toil. 

, . I Ile s : t~ l~Ics~  C \ - C I I ~  i l l  t11e 1 i ~  cs o i  Iii~il- 
wli  :~ i1 (1  si3ter \\,:ls \ \  11c1i t l ~ e ~ .  lost tllvir ,~c:II- 
I I ~ ! J ~ I I C I *  I I I I - O I I ~ I I  : I I I  :~c*ci(le~lt. S11c \\:I< il l  :L 
ti\., ;-sc;tt~(I I ) L I ~ - ~ ,  i v i t l i  t1i.1, I ~i 1 1 ~ 1 .  11:~11g-li- 
ter,. ~ I I C  111i;<;;!, Ijei112, (lri \ .c~i I J ~  11~1. ~ 0 1 1  

. \ s l ) ~ ~ r y .  011 tllcis \\.:LY t f  I tltc J):LII  i.i!le l..:tit-. 
\.\,llell tllc;. (?;?st ~lilitc:.ell t \ \ . l i  111 II-SC.; ~ l l ; l l  i \ 'CI-C 

racing. l l r .  IA~rili:< tl-ial t o  2ii.e tiie111 t l l : ,  

I-( . ) :~(I ,  I ) K I  ( I I IC  oi t11e 1101-ses I-:LII i11t1;  t 1 1 ~ 4 ; -  
veliicic. co~~~ljlclcl\ '  tlc~~:olislli!ig i t .  tl!rl,::,. i!!:.:. 
out 111-s. T.ori1ig an(l the rest of tllc ~):irt\.. 

r .  1 lle :lccit!ent c)ccur:-etl on the 18th ot' S g -  
tenll?er. 1S85, a11tl she tliecl five clays Inter, 
Scl)~t~iiibe~- . L ~ c I ,  ir~111 -tilt' result oi her in- 

, . 
jul-ics. I llus tllc fii~i~il!. \wre left to 111oul-1. 
tllc loss o f  the t':iitlit'ul \\.iie :ultl nlother. 
'l'he I)rotl~er- :111(1 sister. ;lsburv :illel l;mnces 
I.ori~lg, ~ i o \ \ ,  m:tke t11t . i~  11v111t. tc~getl~er, on 
tI1c e l l ( \  r':11-11; \\ I1cre tI1ey \\.ere 1 ) l ~ l - l l .  l--r311- 
ces \\.;is c1.111c:~tetl ill  t l ~ e  district sclic~c~ls n~icl 
\\,:Ls eligi!~le il 11. g~-:~tl~~:tri~.,~i \\.1ie11 she left 
s~li1101. 511~ l<el)t 1 1 ~ ~ -  i':ttIler5s I j~ l~~I is  cl~~l-i~ig 
liis Iiic1i11;e :t1)11 I I C I ! ) C ~ ~  ~ I U  11i:tke 11i1i1 ~ I . ~ I I -  

f ,  ~~-t:+l)lc i l l  liis IILY-I i l i i~i; .  > c:~:.s. \\-I~icli \\ere 
111;tcle \,~r!. I ~ : L I ) I I > . ,  :k!1]14111gli 11e1-eit c j i  his 
( I ~ ~ L I -  \life : L I ~ ( [  liis c ~ c ~ i ~ ~ l ~ t .  llis so11 .is- 
I I L I ~ J ,  11:~s i, ,111 1\\,c(1 t!ic \rt~il~c.il~Ici :LII,I 1)1-e- 
C - C ~ J ~ S  \\.l~icli lie lc:~r~ic~l i1-1,111 l i i i  i:ltl~e~- :~11(1 
I1e si:111tIs :,l-tl:l!- ; l l l l l  111:. tl1c I11 \ I l l  , r ~ ~ l l  :lll(l 
i1~11~ic1~ti:iI ~-chi , lc~~ts  ( I (  ~ c . \ \ c l l  t i ~ \ \ ~ i i l ~ i l ~ ,  IT- 
~l)cc.tetl 1 1 ~ s  : i l l  \i I I I J  1<110\\ I I ~ I I I .  
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Nr. Gones is a native of Clark county, 
Ohio, born September 23, 1847, and in 18 54 
he was bro~tght to Vermilion county, Illi- 
nois, by his parents, who settled upon iantl 
in Catlin, where the son was reared. H e  112s 
two brothers and three sisters : 3fIary Jane. 
the widow of Jacob Sandusky and her 
brother's partner in business ; Surene, the- 
wife of Henrq- Eentley, who is living near 
Catlin; John \V., who resides near Fair- 
mount; Charles H.. of Danville, n11o is liv- 
ing with his brother Thomas: and Hannah, 
the wife of llilton I-Iodge. of Iowa. Thr 
parents are both deceased. The father fol- 
lowed farming throughout his entire life 
and diecl in the year 1882, n-l~ile his ~vi ic  
passed away in 1880. 

Thomas Gones lvas reared on the oltl 
family homestead in Catlin, 11-hich was then 
known as Butler's Point. There was bc- 
one house at a crossroads ancl no railroad 
had been built into the neighborhood. H e  
pursued his education in the district school 
a t  Catlin and in the periods of vacation 
worked on the home farm with his father, 
continuing agricultural pursuits until after 
his marriage. Mr. Gones 11-eddecl Mary E. 
Morris, who was born and reared in Ohio. 
Her  parents are now deceased and she diecl 
in 1884, her remains being interred in the 
Catlin cemetery. She left five children, of 
whom three are yet l i ~ i n g :  'IITilliam mar- 
riecl Anna 'IIiilliams and resides in Dan- 
ville; Charles E. married =inns Stickrod 
and is also li.ving in this city; Mrs. Olin 
IVhiteford makes her 11orne v,-it11 her father 
in Danville: Arthur died at the age of nine- 
teen years and s i s  months: and Cora, who 
became the wife of James Jones, diecl at 
the age of tn-enty-one years. 

After his marriage Mr. Gones carried 
on agricultural pursuits for some time. H e  

rented IantI near CatIin until 1892, n-hen 
he removed to this city and in connection 
ivith his brother. G. H. Gones, entered the 
fu r~ i tu re  business, the firm esisting as orig- 
inally fcrlned until 19~0 ,  when C. 14. Gones 
retired ant1 was succeeded by his sister's 
son, C. L. Sandusky, ~ v h o  is now the pnrt- 
ner of om subject. They (leal esclusi\-ely 
in iurnitcre and have a large and n-ell se- 
lected stcck of goods, including both mod- 
ern ant1 high priced goods. Their 1:usiness 
is constai~tly growing ant1 tllc house sus- 
tains an unassailable reputation for reliabil- 
ity. The home of our subject is at So. 712 
North \Valnut street ancl he a l s ~  on-11s prop- 
erty on Harm011 avenue and Oak stree; 
His political support is given to the men 
ant1 nleasures of the Republican party. So- 
cially 11e is iclentiitecl xvitl~ the 3lotlen-11 
'IVoodmen of -America and he ~ ~ e ~ o n g s  i( 

Kimber Methodist Episcopal chul-ch. 
Through his o ~ v n  exertions he has attained 
an honorable position ancl marked prestige 
among the successful business lnen of the 
city and it may be said with consistency that 
he is the architect of his own fornunes and 
one whose success amply justifies the ap- 
plication of the sorne~vl~at hackneyed but 
most expressive title, "a self-made man." 

Fen- nmen are more pronlinent or  more 
~ ~ i d e l y  kno\vn in the enterprisitlg city of 
Danville than E. H. Palmer. H e  has bee11 
and is an important factor in business cir- 
cles and his popularity is well cleserl-ed. as 
in him are embraced the characteristics of 
an unbending integrity, unabating e n e r o  
and inclustry that never flags. He is public 
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spirited and thoroughly hterested in what- 
ever tends to promote the moral, intellect- 
ual and material welfare of the city. He  
was for inany years the cashier of the First 
National Bank and for a long period has 
been identified with mercantile interests, be- 
ing at  the present time a wholesale grocer 
of Danville. His success in all his under- 
takings has been so marked that his methods 
are of interest to the commercial v-orld, and 
an analyzation of his life work shows that 
he has based his business principles and 
actions upon strict adherence to the rules 
which govern industry, economy and un- 
swerving integrity. 

Few native soils of Danville call claim 
a longer residence in the city that E. H. 
Palmer. His birth occurred in the family 
home at the corner of Walnut and Main 
streets, -I\_ugust 10, 1830. He  is a son of 
Dr. -Ass R. Palmer, a native of Connecti- 
cut, who was born at  Coventry, in 1786. 
The grandfather, Abel Palmer, was born in 
Kew England and was of English ancestry. 
The family has become very numerous in 
this country and in 1880 the subject of this 
review attended a re-union held at Stoning- 
ton, Connecticut, at which about twelve 
hundred representatives of the fam& were 
present. Dr. Asa R. Palmer became a res- 
ident of and his boyhood days 
and later li-retl in the Black River country 
of New york. Subsequently he became a 
resident of bloscon-, where his parents both 
died. While in the Empire state Dr. Pal- 
mer studied medicine and practiced there 
to some extent. He  was three times mar- 
ried, being first married ere his removal 
from New York. His trip to Illinois \\-as 
made on horseback in search of a location 
and he took up his abode here about 18zj. 
This journey \\-as made by boat to Pitts- 
burg, thence <lo\vn the Ohio river and up 

19 

the Wabash river. Danville, or rather the 
site of the present city, was the place of his 
destination. For miles throughout the coun- 
try Dr. Palmer engaged in the practice of 
medicine. being one of the old time pioneer 
physicians, whose professional duties took 
him over a broad territory. Eventually, 
however, he gave up the practice of medi- 
cine and lived retired. In connection with 
his son, E. F. Palmer, he established the 
first drug store in Danville and \\-as a lead- 
ing and influential resident of the city from 
the time that he came to Vermilion county 
until his death. which occurred about 1561. 
It was in this city that he married Xdelia 
Ha~vkins. who 11-as his third wife and the 
mother of our subject. She was born near 
Rochester. Il'ew York. and was a daugh- 
ter of Ebenezer Hawkins, also a native of 
the Empire state and one of the honored 
pioneers of lierinilion county. His inter- 
ment ~vas  the first burial in the old grave- 
yard of this city. Mrs. Palmer, the mother 
of our subject, died in 1851, and E. F. 
Palnler. the druggist. a half-brother of our 
subject, passed away here. Dr. Palmer was 
one of the original members of the Presby- 
terian church and aided materially in the 
~~pbuilding and progress of the town. 

E. H. Palmer, whose name introduces 
this record. was reared to manhood in Dan- 
ville, acquiring his elementary education 
here, 11-hile later he pursued a iour years' 
course in \iTabash College. He entered up- 
on his business career in the employ of J. 
W. Cubertson when a lad of thirteen years, 
and thus acted as a clerk for four years, 
after which he pursued his college course. 
\\-hen he had completed his studies he again 
engaged in clerking for a year or more and 
nest entered into a business partnership, 
as a member of the firm of Humphrey, 
Palmer & Company, general merchants and 
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druggists. This was about 1855 and since 
that time Mr. Palmer has been one of the 
active, influential and successftll business 
men of this city. He was at one time ap- 
pointed to fill out an unexpired term as 
county superintendent of schools, succeed- 
ing his uncle, ~vho had died in office. On 
the expiration of his term Mr. Palmer aided 
in orgmizing the First National Bank and 
became one of its stockholders. At that 
time he was also elected its cashier and oc- 
cupied the position continuously for twen- 
ty-six years, his efforts being a potent fac- 
tor in establishing the institution on a safe 
financial basis. He was a popular official. 
always courteous and obliging, and he had 
a comprehensive kno~vledge of the banking 
business, which made him valuable in the 
control of the institution. On his retire- 
ment from the bank he was presented wit11 
a fine gold watch, which bears his name and 
the date, January 15, 1885, engraved on the 
inside case, and of this token of esteem he 
is justly proud. On severing his active con- 
nection with the banking business he em- 
barked in the wholesale grocery trade, with 
which he is still connected. He has also 
contributed to the improvement of the city 
by the building of three good residences 
here. He now has a large, substantial and 
pleasant home just outside the corporation 
limits of Danville, while his other property 
he has sold. 

Mr. Palmer was married in Urbana, Illi- 
nois, in 1854 to Frances B. Nelson, who 
was born near Carlisle, Pennsylvania, her 
father, William Nelson, also being a native 
of the Keystone state. He died during her 
girlhood and she came to the west with her 
brother, locating in Champaign county, Illi- 
nois. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Palmer have been 
born four children : Flora ; Frank N., m7ho is a minister of the Presbyterian church, now 

located in Dayton, Indiana; Lula C. ; and 
Della, the n-ife of Loren E. Shetts, who 
occupies a responsible position in the Pal- 
mer Wholesale Grocery Company. 

The father of our subject was a il;l~ig 
in his political affiliations and a stancl~ -Abo- 
litionist. He did everything in his power 
to oppose the grolvth of slavery, and when 
E. H. Palmer attained his majority he 
x-oted with the Republican party, whicll 
was formed to prevent the further ex- 
tension of slavery, his first presidential bal- 
lot being cast for John C. Fremont 
in 1856. He has since Deen idm- 
tified with the party, never wavering in his 
allegiance. He served a few terms on the 
school board and has ever been a warm 
friend of the cause of education, believing 
in having competent teachers in charge of 
good schools, realizing that intellectual 
training is the bu1wa.rk of the nation. Mr. 
Palmer also served as alderman for a few 
terms but has otherwise never filled public 
office, having no ambition in this direction. 
He and his wife belong to the First Pres- 
byterian church. For seventy-two years he 
has resided in Dani-ille and has watched 
almost its entire growth as it has devel- 
oped from a cross-roads village to one of 
the great cities of this state. He at one 
time knew every man, woman and child in 
Vermilion county and to this day not to 
know E. H. Palmer is to argue one's self 
unknown in Danville. Although he has 
passed the allotted psalmist's span of three 
score years and ten he is yet an active factor 
in the business world. Old age does not 
necessarily suggest helplessness or want of 
occupation. There is an old age which 
grow-s stronger and better with the passing 
years and gives freely out of its rich stores 
of learning and experience, thus proving a 
benediction to all-such has been the career 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



THE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 4 5 9  

of E. H. Palmer, whose sterling manhood, 
unfailing honar and Christian principles 
have made his life an example one w-ell 
tvorthy of emulation. 

* - 
-4, 

H. H. P-IISTER. 

H. H. Painter is one of the oldest har- 
ness manufacturers od Verlllilion county. 
having been connected with the business 
through a continuous period of twenty-tn-o 
years. Since 1882 he has engaged in busi- 
ness 01-1 his own account in Fairmount. and 
a liberal patronage has been accorded him. 
He was born in Zanesville, Ohio, June 19, 
184.4, and is a daughter of George and 
Sarah (h'Iills) Painter. The father was 
born in Pennsylvania, and the mother in 
Virginia, but they- were married in the 
Buckeye state, and there lived for many 
years. Mr. Painter carried on farming in 
Ohio until 18 j3, when he removed to hion- 
ticello, Illinois, his wife having died in 
Ohio in 1850. H e  then lived upon a farm at 
Monticello until 1855. when he, too, was 
called to his final rest: In his political views 
he was a Whig. The family of this worthy 
couple numbered ten children, of whom H. 
H. Painter is the youngest. Two sisters 
and three brothers are now living. namely: 
Harrison, who is engaged in the livery busi- 
ness i n  Attica, Indiana; Emily. the wife of 
Andrew C. Varner, a farmer of Monticello. 
Illinois; Eliza, the widow of IVilliam Dick- 
son. and a resident of Charleston, Illinois: 
George W., who is living retired in .At- 
tics, Indiana; and J. M., who resides in St. 
Joseph, Missouri. 

H. H. Painter began his education in' 
the Bush -Row school in Greene county, 

Ohio, the little temple of learning being a 
log building, and his brother-in-la\\-, A. C. 
Varner. was the teacher. His educational 
privileges. hon-ever, were some\\-hat limited 
and he never attendkd school after he \\-as 
seventeen years of age. In early life he 
began u-ork on his father's farm and con- 
tinued to engage in the labor of field and 
meadon- until 1862. \\-hen thinking that he 
n-ould find some other pursuit more con- 
genial he began learning the harness ma- 
ker's trade under the direction of Theodore 
Su-agert, xi-ho now resides in Sewman, Illi- 
nois. After sen-ing a three years' appren- 
ticeship Mr. Painter worked as 2 journey- 
man harnessmaker for three j-earg. H e  was 
emploq-ed in various states and in 1880 he 
came to Vermilion county, Illinois. enter- 
ing the employ of F. Rehoe. of Danville, 
wit11 11-hotn he remained for tm-o years 
Later he x a s  in the sen-ice of B. F. Daugh- 
erty and then returned to Mr. Kehoe. ~ h o  
in the meantime had ren~ol-ed to Fair- 
mount. In 188-7 he purchased his employ- 
er's business, I\-l-hich he has since conducted 
with good success. His espert workman 
ship, his thorough understanding of the 
trade, his earnest desire to please his pat- 
roils and his reasonable prices ha\-e been 
qualities ~vhich have insured him a success- 
ful career. 

In May. 1S8z. in Fairmount. Illinois, 
the Rev. Crawford performed the wedding 
ceremony ~\-l-hich united the destinies of H. 
H. Painter and Lizzie I., Love. 1%-ho was 
born in Dan\-ille. Illinois. in 1839. a daugh- 
ter of William and Lizzie (Gish) Love. 
whose birth occurred in Bedford county, 
Virginia. They were married in the Old 
Dominion and remoeed to IlIinois at an 
early day. settling in Dariville. There the 
father engaged in brick-making 'for a time 
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but afterward removed to a farm near Cat-: 
lin, where he spent his last days. His wife 
has also passed away. In their family were 
four daughters and a son: Sarah, now the 
deceased wife of John Church, who resides 
near Catlin ; Hannah, who is now the widow 
of Frank Keeney and makes her home in 
Winfield, Kansas; Wallace, a resident of 
Catlin; Amanda, the wife of Aaron Tid- 
row, who is residing in Georgetown, Illi- 
onis ; and Mrs. Painter. 

In his political affiliations Mr. Painter 
is a stalwart Republican, and he belongs to 
Fairmount Jodge, No. 591, F. & A. M., 
and to Kormandp Lodge, No. 510, K. P. 
He also holds membership relations with 
Catlin Post, No. 791, G. A. R. He  is en- 
titled to this because of his military service 
which began in 1864, although he was un- 
der military age. He  enlisted in Company 
B, One Hundred and Thirty-fifth Indiana 
Infantry, under command of Captain Lu- 
cas and Colonel William Nelson, serving 
for six months, after which he received an 
honorable discharge at Indianapolis in Sep- 
tember, 1864. Mr. Painter is now serving 
as collector for the Twin City Building & 
Loan Association, of Champaign, Illinois, 
and he has a most successful business in 
Fairmounc as a harness-maker. He is a 
courteo~ls and pleasant gentIeman-one 
whom it is a pleasure to meet, and as a rep- 
resentative citizen of Fairmount he well de- 
serves mention in this volume. 

. - 

JOHN FRAZIER, SR. 

This well known and prominent citizen 
of Georgetown is one of the typical busi- 
ness men of the west-prompt, energetic 
and. reliable, to which .elements in his char- 

acter he owes his success in  life. He was 
born in Georgetown on the 13th of May, 
1850, and is a son of Abner and Mary 
(Millickan) Frazier, the former a native of 
Newmarket, Tennessee, and the latter of 
Indiana, her parents having removed to that 
state from near Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
at an early day. It was about seventy years 
ago that -4hner Frazier came to Vermilion 
county and located in Georgetown, where 
he embarked in general merchandising and 
continued to carry on that business for many 
years. He was thus engaged at the time 
of his death when well advanced in years. 
In his family were eight children, all of 
whom are now living and are married. 
Those residing in this county are Perry. 
Mrs. James Snapp : Mrs. Sophia Newlin and 
John, while Mrs. John Rodgers and Mrs. 
Dr. Mendenhall live in Lacygne, Kansas; 
and Mrs. W. E. Moore makes her home in 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, her husband be- 
ing a leading real estate dealer of that place. 

On attaining his majority Mr. Frazier 
of this review began his business life as a 
clerk in his father's store in Georgetown, 
in which capacity he served for about two 
years and then entered into partnership with 
his father and brother William, under the 
firm name of Frazier & Sons, which con- 
nection continued for about fourteen years. 
At the end of that time our subject sold his 
interest in the store to his brother and pur- 
chased an improved farm three and one-half 
miles northwest of Georgetown, which he 
rents on the shares, taking his pay in grain. 
This he believes is for the best interest of 
his tenant, for in case that the crops are a 
failure the owner then bears his rightful 
share of the burden, instead of renting for 
cash and securing notes and mortgages as 
his pay. The farm is kept in first class con- 
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dition, is well tiled and supplied xvith good 
buildings. Since selling his interest in the 
mercantile business Mr. Frazier has en- 
gaged in buying, feeding and shipping cat- 
tle, hogs and sheep. and handles a large 
amount of stock each year. T o  this business 
he has now devoted his attention for twenty 
years and is to-day at the head of his line 
of trade in the eastern part of the co~tnty. 
Besides his farm of one hundred and sisty 
acres on section 24, Georgetown township. 
Mr. Frazier owns two lots fronting on 31ill 
street and two on IValnut street. George- 
tolvn, on one of which he has erected a 
nice four-room cottage. His oivn home is 
a neat ancl co~nmodious residence on l la in  
street, ~vhere he has one and a half acres 
of land laid off into beautiful grounds. I t  
has all ~llodern conveniences which the place 
affords. including telephone connection, 
wl~ile the Danville electric car line passes 
the door. 

On the 1st of September. 1881. 11r. 
Frazier was united in marriage to hIiss 
Laura Richmond, a daughter of Samuel and 
Susan (Bolton) Richmond. Her father, 
who was a native of Hamilton, Hamilton 
county, Ohio, died in Parke county. Indi- 
ana, u-hen Mrs. Frazier was only fifteen 
months old. and her mother, who \\-as born 
in Kentucky. has also passed axvay. She 
had two brothers. both of whom are now 
deceased. Mrs. Frazier received a good 
academic education and prior to her mar- 
riage taught school in Georgeton-n for three 
years with marked success. She is now an 
active member of the school board of that 
city and has sen-ed on several important 
committees, among them the building and 
supply committee. Religiously she is con- 
nected with the 3Iethodist church. is active 
in all its lines of work, and is n o ~ v  secretary 
of the Ladies' Foreign llissionary Society. 

She presides with gracious dignity over her 
home. where hospitality reigns supreme. 

In politics Mr. Frazier is a Republican 
but has never cared for political honors, 
having several times been proffered offices 
u-hich he 11-ould not accept. though he once 
served as town trustee. At another time 
he \\-as elected justice of the peace but re- 
fused to qualify, preferring to give his un- 
di\-ided attention to his extensive business 
interests. He is a man of escellent business 
and esecutive ability. whose sound j udg- 
ment. unflagging enterprise and capable 
management have brought to him a well 
merited success. In manner he is pleasant 
and cordial. u-hich. combined with his ster- 
ling worth. makes him one of the popular 
citizens of the community. 

In taking up the personal history of Dr. 
IITilliarn -A. Lottman 11-e present to  our 
readers the life record of one \\-hose promi- 
nence in his profession has come as a direct 
result of merit. comprehensive knoll-ledge 
and skill. H e  n-as born in Franklin county, 
Missouri, hIarch 27. I S ~ I .  a son of Frank 
and Minnie (Berman ) Lottman. The 
father \\-as born in Pennsylvania, the mother 
in St. Louis. Missouri. and they \\-ere mar- 
ried in Franklin cotlnty of the latter state, 
\\-here they still make their home. Mr. Lott- 
man del-oting his attention to farming. He 
is a Republican in his political views. Three 
children were born unto this n-orthy couple, 
the Doctor being the eldest. The others are: 
Carrie, the wife of Aupst Myer. a resi- 
dent of Shot~vell. Franklin county. b1.i~- 
souri : and Fred. who is with his parents. 

The Doctor began his education in 
Beaufort, Franklin county, Missouri, and 
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afterward attended high s cho~ l  in Wash- 
ington, that state. Subseq~~ently he became 
a student in the University of Kentucky, at 
Lexington, and was there graduated. In 
the meantime, however, he had engaged in 
teaching for two years in his native state. 
After his graduation in the Kentucky Uni- 
versity he entered the Chillicothe, Missouri, 
Normal School, where he was graduated in 
the spring of 1892. He  then taught school 
and was appointed superintendent of the 
schools of Eseter, Berry county, Missouri, 
where he remained for a year. He  was then 
elected assistant superintendent of the pub- 
lic schools at Sep in ,  Texas, where he 
spent two years. During all of this time, 
ho~vex-er, he was reading medicine prepara- 
tory to entering upon his professional ca- 
reer as a member of the medical fraternity. 
He  further continued his preparation by be- 
coming a student in the Medical University 
of Texas, at  Galveston. H e  then located 
in Mason, Texas, xhere he practiced for 
three years, after which he removed to St. 
Louis, and matriculated in the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons at that place, be- 
ing graduated on the 7th of April, 1902. 
After passing a severe examination before 
the Illinois and Missouri Medical Board, 
he located in Oakwood, where he is now 
living. Well equipped for his professional 
duties, he has manifested marked ability 
in handling many important cases and the 
public has great confidence in his superior 
skill. 

On the 18th of July, 1894, in Dandle ,  
Dr. 1,ottman was married to  Miss Jennie 
Glick. 1vho was born near Georgetown, in 
Vermilion county, August g, 1871, a daugh- 
ter of -4aron and Catherine (Goodner) 
Glick, the former a native of Indiana, while 
the latter was born in Vermilion county, Illi- 

nois, near where the Fairview church now 
stands. Their marriage was celebrated a t  
Glennan, this county, and to provide for hi. 
family the father has always carried on ag- 
ricultural pursuits, his present home being 
near Sullivan, Indiana. Unto him and his 
wife were born four children : Jennie, now 
Mrs. Lottman; George, tvho married Ora 
Coe, and resides at Sullivan, Indiana; Floy 
and Francis, both with their parents. Mr. 
Glick is an earnest advocate of the Democ- 
racy and is a member of the Presbyterian 
church. 

Dr. Lottman is connected with the 
Woodmen of the IYorld, the llIoclern 
Woodmen of America and the Sons of Her- 
man. H e  is a Republican, strong in sup- 
port of the party, but has no time nor 
desire to seek public office. H e  holds mem- 
bership relations with the National. the 
State and the County Medical Associations. 
and is medical examines for the Wex 1'01-k 
Life Insurance Company, the llutual Life 
Insurance Company, of New York. the 
Equitable Life of Ken+ 'k'ork, the hioclern 
'GVoodmen, Woodmen of the IVorld, and 
other organizations. He also holds a spe- 
cial diploma in railroad surgery. He is widely 
regarded as a grolving man in his profes- 
sion. Already he has attained success and 
gained a reputation which many an older 
man might 11-ell envy. His equipment was 
unusually good and in the exercise of his 
professional duties he manifests strict re- 
gard for the ethics of the profession. 

A. J. LEITZBACH, M. D. 

Since 1887 Dr. A. J. Leitzbach has been 
engaged in the practice of medicine and sur- 
gery in Fairmount, and his professional 
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skill has won recogmition in a liberal and 
constantly growing patronage. He. lvas 
born in Robertsville, Connecticut, --lugtist 
3, 1862, and is a son of Sicholas and Eliza- 
beth (Eslinger) Leitzbach. both of \shorn 
were natives of Germany. They \\-ere mar- 
ried. hon-ever. in IVinsted, Connecticut. and 
in the east the iathei- iollon-ed his trade of 
cabinetmaking for man>- years. In the 
spring of 1887 he removed to Humboldt. 
Kansas, where he was engaged in the man- 
ufacture of furniture in connection with his 
son. His wife died there in 1891. H e  con- 
tinued a resident of Humboldt until 1901. 
when he removed to Ottawa, Kansas, where 
he is now living retired. His political alle- 
giance is given the Democracy. Three chil- 
dren. all of whom are yet living. were horn 
unto Mr. and Mrs. Leitzbach: -Anna L. is 
the \\-idotr~ of Rev. Clinton L. IVood and 
a resident of Ottawa, Kansas, and has tu-o 
sons. The Doctor is the secoild in order- 
of birth. Edward H. is a resident of Hum- 
boldt. Kansas, where he is engaged in the 
furniture business. 

Dr. Leitzbach began his education in 
his native town, later becoming a student in 
the public schools of Ril-ertor~. Connecti- 
cut. -4fteru-ard he attended the State Sor-  
ma1 School at hien- Britain. Connecticut. 
where he \\-as grad~lated with the class of 
1882. After teaching a tern1 of tn-enty 
weeks in the country he was then appointed 
principal of the school at Riverton. which 
position he held until he entered medical 
college. H e  began his reading in the office 
and under the direction of Dr. Bidn-ell. of 
TVinsted. Connecticut. and later entered 
Bellevue Hospital Medical College. \shere, 
on the completion of a three years' course. 
he was graduated in 1887. -4fter visiting 
several states he came to Fairmount, Illi- 

nois, in the fall of 1887 and has practiced 
here continuously since, his efforts being . 

attended with a high degree o i  success. H e  
is a member of the Vermilion County Iledi- 
cal Association and is now sen-ing on the 
medical staff of the Vermilion County Has* 
pital. H e  is liken-ise esaminer for a largc 
number of insurance companies. His pri- 
r-ate practice is also extensive and the public 
ha\-e firm faith in the ability of Dr. Leitz- 
bach because his skill has so often been man- 
ifest in the skillful conduct of importan 
cases. 

On the 28th of December, 1893. near 
Fairmount. the Doctor was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Clara K. Dougherty. who was 
born in this place, -ingust 23. 1869, and is 
a daughter of Jaines 11. and Sarepta (Tay- 
lor) Dougherty. the former a native of Rip- 
ley, Ohio. and the latter of Romney. I n -  
diana. Her parents were married near Cat- 
lin. and the father engag-ed in fanning in 
this county until 1876, when he reinol-ed 
to Danville and erected the -4rlington Ho- 
tel. He then returned to his farm and there 
died January I j. 1889, his remains bein; 
interred in the Dougherty cemetery. He 
was a member of the Cumberland Presby- 
terian church and his strong te~nperance 
principles \\-ere en~bodied in the political 
support ivhich he gave to the Prohibition 
part?. Mrs. Leitzbach is one of a famil; 
of sis children. four of \\-horn are now Iiv- 
ing. namely: Emma. the wife of H. J. 
Sterns. who resides upon a farm at $Ian- 
SOXI, Iowa, and has one son: Eva F.. the 
n-ife of 11-illiam T. Pankey. a la\\-yer and 
alxtract and loan agent of Danville : l laud,  
nho  resides at home with her mother; and 
Nrs. Leitzbach. The marriage of the Doc- 
tor and his wife has been blessed with one 
daughter, Elizabeth. born June 16. 1896. 
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In his political views the Doctor is al: 
earnest Democrat, and for one term he 
served as supervisor of Vance township. 
Socially he is connected with the Modern 
IVoodmen Camp of Fairmount, which he 
organized. He owns real estate interests 
in this place, including one of the finest 
homes in the city. A pleasant, genial and 

- courteous gentleman, he is widely knolvn 
here and both he and his wife have a large 
circle of warm friends. They are members 
of the Cumberland Presbyterian church, in 
which the Doctor has held office for several 
years. 

-= 

CHARLES MORAN. 

Charles Moran, now deceased, was one 
of the pioneer business men and leading cit- 
izens of Danville for many years, having 
located here in 1852. He was a native of 
Ireland, born in County Antrim in 1826. 
and was a son of John Moran, who spent 
his entire life upon the Emerald Isle, our 
subject being the only one of the family 
to come to the new world. He landed in 
New York city in 1848, and after spending 
a short time in the eastem inetropolis went 
to Mount Vernon. New York, where he 
worked at his trade, laying the first stone 
for many of the stone buildings of that 
place. 

On leaving Mount Vernon in 1852 Mr. 
Moran came to Danville, Illinois, though 
the site of the city at that time was cov- 
ered with timber and galre little promise of 
its present flourishing condition. He se- 
lected a home near the old Fair Grounds 
and became closely identified with the up- 
building and development of the place as 
a stone mason and contractor. In partner- 
ship with Mr. McCormick, he erected the 
first stone buildings in the city and built 

the old stone jail which was then located 
on the public square. As a contractor he 
was connected with the Big Four Railroad 
Company at Danville, doing all their stone 
work, such as curbing, etc.. and he also su- 
perintended the stone work on all the 
bridges of Danville and many of the old 
and fine residences that are still standing. 

On November I 8, I 8 j j, Mr. Moran was 
united in marriage to Miss Catherine 
O'Connor. who was born in Londonderry, 
Ireland, on the 19th of February, 1835. Her 
father, Charles O'Connor, was a bookkeeper 
by occupation and iollowed that pursuit in 
Ireland throughout the greater part of his 
life. but his last days were spent with his 
children in this country. 011 first coming 
to America he spent a short time in New 
York city. then came to Danville, Illinois, 
and from here went to St. Louis, &Iissouri, 
where he died at the home of one of his 
children. Unto Mr. and Mrs. hioran \\-ere 
born eleven children, five of whom are still 
living, namely: Eliza and Mollie, both at 
home: Ruth, who is a telegraph operator in 
Danville: Catherine, who is married and re- 
sides in Chicago; and Helen, a teacher of 
Chicago. Other children died in infancy. 

Mr. Moran continued to work at his 
trade in Danville throughout life but was 
also interested in other business enterprises. 
opening a retail grocery store in 1573 and 
conducting it for several years. He was 
also interested in the coal business, 011-ning 
and operating a mine at Grape Creek, this 
county, and in all his undertakings he met 
n-ith deserved success, being a man of un- 
tiring industry and sound business judg- 
ment. The nice residence which his widow 
still occupies at KO. 309 Jackson street, was 
erected by him, and having prospered in 
business affairs he was able to leave his £am- 
ily in comfortable circumstances. 
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Mr. Tvioran was unwavering in his sup- 
port of the Democratic party, but mas a 
friend of Abraham Lincoln, and was never 
an office seeker. He was a devout member 
of the Catholic church, to which his family 
also belong. and the first meeting for the 
purpose of making arrangements to erect a 
house of 11-orship at this place was held at 
his home and there they raised the first 
money for that purpose. Upright and hon- 
orable in all his relations of life he com- 
manded the respect and confidence of those 
tl-ith \\-horn he came in contact, and in his 
death the community realized that it had 
lost one of its best citizens. He passed away 
on the 12th of -August. 1901. His family 
is quite prominent socially. their circle of 
friends being extensive. 

The commercial and industrial activity 
of Hoopeston finds a worthy representative 
in C. T. Putnam. a nlan of enterprise and 
energy 11-hose success in business is credit- 
able and demonstrates the possibilities which 
are before all young men u-ho have the 
will to dare and to do. and who base their 
business affairs upon strict adherence to 
business ethics. Mr. Putman was born 
near Attica. Indiana, April 22.  1858. His 
parents, Zachariah and Mary ,Ann (\Vit- 
mer) Putman. have both passed away. They 
were natives of Ohio and the father was a 
farmer by occupation. In their family were 
ten children. seven of whom are yet living: 
David C. : Hettie V., the xvife of I>. J. Har- 
ker. of Winfield. Kansas: Mrs. Jonas Rush, 
of Milford. Illinois: George B.. of Hoope- 
ston : Charles T.. of this revie\\-: Mrs. Car- 

rie B. Hemden, of Winfield, Kansas; and 
Edward C., who is also living in Mrinfield. 

IVhen a little lad of five years Charles 
T. Putman \vent with his parents to a farm 
in Bean creek settlement eight miles south- 
west of Ross\-ille. Vermilion county. and 
there he \\-as reared until fifteen years of 
age, \\-hen the family removed into the 
to~vn. after which he enjoyed the advant- 
ages of schooling there. -At the age of 
seventeen years he entered a railroad office 
to learn telegraphy, and later he went to 
Remington, Indiana. entering the office of 
the Pan-Handle Railroad at that place. He 
secured a position on the Chicago &: Eastern 
Illinois Railroad. at Beecher. Illinois, at 
night work, acting as operator, He  remained 
as agent for that road for sisteen Tears and 
during the last nine years of the time \\-as 
its representatix-e at Hoopeston. During 
that period he acquired an interest in a lum- 
ber business here, becoming a member of 
the firm of T. B. Tennerq. 8r Company. His 
partnership in this continued until 1892. 
when he severed his connection with rail- 
road interests and also sold his interest in 
the firm of Tennery 8: Company. -At that 
time he purchased the 1'. R. \Vilson lum- 
ber yard. which he conducted sucessfully 
for nine years. during 11-11ich time he was 
also associated with the Enterprise Canning 
Company. He further extended the scope 
of his labors by p~~rchasing a marble busi- 
ness and in 1900 he sold his lumber business 
and planing-mill interests and since that 
time has devoted his attention to the con- 
duct of the granite and marble 11-orks of 
Hoopeston. \\-it11 the r e s~~ l t  that his efforts 
have been attended with \-en- gratifying 
success. H e  employs expert workmen in 
handling the marbles and his trade has con- 
tinually- increased. ox\-ing to his carefuI su- 
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pervision, his straighttfonvard business deal- 
ings and his earnest desire to please his cus- 
tomers. 

Mr. Putman was married in Bos~vell, 
Indiana, on @he 28th of October, 1578, tc 
Miss Ella Ammerman, but she died on the 
I jth of Sovember. 1879, xvllile they were 
residing in Chicago, Mr. Putman being at 
that time dispatcher and clerk in the yards 
of the Chicago St Eastern Illinois Railroad, 
of that city. There was one child by this 
marriage, Gertrude Belle, who was born 
October 27, 1879, and is now the wife of 
Russell Follett, of Hoopeston, by whom she 
has one child. On the 20th of January, 
1881, in this city, Mr. Putman was again 
married, his second union being with Molly 
E. Myers, a native of State Line, Indiana, 
born on the 7th of January, 1862. Her 
fath&,:-%dam Myers. died in Hoopeston in 
1902. He-was a bridge superintendent on 
the WabasH Rai l rod for several years, and 
later on the Lake Erie & Western road, and 
maintained his residence in this town. His 
wife bore the maicien name of Sarah Schaef- 
fer, and is now living with our subject. 111 

their family were four children, three 'of 
~vl~orn survive, as follo~vs: AI .  P., ~vho  is 
bridge s~lperintende~t of the Kansas City. 
St. Joseph & Council Bluffs Railroad. at 
St. Joseph, Missouri ; H. C., who is a farm- 
er ;  and Mrs. Putman. The marriage of 
our subject and his wife has been blessed 
by an interesting little daughter, Lila Mae, 
born August 20, 1886. 

The parents hold membership in the 
Methodist Episcopal church. of which Mr. 
Putman is serving as trustee. H e  votes 
with the Republican party and at one t ine 
was alderman and city treasurer. He is 
the present chairman of the cemetery com- 
mittee and he has taken little part in politi- 

cal work, preferring to devote his time and 
energies to the marble and granite business. 
Fraternally he is connected with Star 
Lodge, No. 709, F. & A. $I., and with the 
?\.lodern Woodmen of America, KO. 207. 

His home is on South Market street and 
he owns other real estate in Hoopeston val- 
ued at twenty thousand dollars. In  busi- 
ness he has .achieved success through how 
orable effort, untiring industry and capable 
management. He has been watchft~l of his 
interests, careful in controlling his affairs. 
and in his actions has been guided by souncl 
jud,gment which has come as the result of 
mature reflection. He has, moreover. a name 
11-hich is above reproach, because of his al- 
legiance to honorable business principles, 
his integrity standing as an unquestioned 
fact in his career. 

FRANK SANFORD. 

The pre-eminence of Danville is due not 
only to the men of light and learning ~ v h o  
controlled her affairs in the early days, but 
even more to those men whom she is con- 
stantly attracting from other cities. In 1897 
Frank Sanford removed to this place, en- 
larging the scope of his business activities. 
and to-day is numbered among the fore- 
most merchants of the city, controlling an 
estensive furniture trade which because of 
its extent is bringing to his an excellent 
profit. I t  is a well linon-n fact that the 
greatest merchants of our country have de- 
veloped from the humblest origins and from 
clerkships have emerged men who have 
built up great enterprises. Mr. Sanford had 
no especial advantages in his youth, in fact, 
h'e depended upon his own resources from 
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the time when he completed his educatiotl 
and left the public schools. 

H e  was born in Ionia. hIichigan, No- 
vember. 30. 1861, and is a son of J. B. and 
Maria (yeomans). Sanford, both of 11-l-hom 
were natives of Connecticut. Becoming 
residents of Galena, Illinois. having resided 
in hlichigan for a time. 3Ir. Sanford there 
estal~lished n dry goods business, 11-kith he 
conducted for five years. H e  nest opened 
a dry goods store in Chicago, where he 
remained for three Fears and then returned 
with his family to Ionia. llichigan. Late? 
he resided in St. Louis. hlichigan, and there 
died in 1893. His urido~\- still sun-il-es him 
and is yet living in St. Louis. Mr. San- 
ford \\;as a Republican in his political views 
and was a member of the Episcopal church, 
honored and respected by his felloxv men 
for his excellent traits of character. In his 
family were nine children : Edward, whc 
married and died in Ionia, 34ichigan; hIar- 
ian, u-ho is living in Denver, Colorado: 
Herbert, a 1ocomoti1-e engineer located in 
Grand Kapicls. Michigan ; Willard, a con- 
tractor and builder residing in Springfield, 
Illinois; George, TI-ho has mining interests 
at  Chattanooga. Tennessee; Frank, of this 
review: -Adelaide, the wife of Fred IV. 
Hughes, of liecosta, Michigan; Frances 
E.. the wife of John Burns. of St. Louis, 
Michigan; and S. B.. I\-ho is a locomoti\-e 
engineer living in Decatur, Illinois. 

In his native city Frank Sanford pursued 
his education. putting aside his test books 
at about the age of tn-enty-tn-o years. He 
also engaged in teaching school in Ionia. 
Ilichigan. for tn-o years. In connectio~? 
with his brother he established an agency for 
a wringer and \\-asher in Indiana and Illi- 
nois. traveling in the interest of that busi- 
ness for two :-ears. H e  then formed a part- 

nership with C. E. Akers, at Decatur, Illi- 
nois, in the installment business and with 
this beginning he built up a large trade as 
a dealer in furniture. In 1897 he sold his 
business to his partner and came to  Dan- 
d l e ,  \\-here he opened a store at KO. 40 
Jackson street. His business steadily in- 
creased until he had three rooms completely 
filled with a large and well selected stock 
of furniture. In 1901 the Ed\\-ards busi- 
ness block 11-as erected especially for his 
use and he no\\- occupies that new and mod- 
ern structure. In 1898 his sister. Mrs. Mar- 
ian Hobbs. a \\-idon- residing in Denver, 
Colorado. became his partner. In the con- 
duct of his affairs l l r .  Sanford has been 
energetic. enterprising and determined. His 
large stock of furniture,non- occupies three 
floors and a basement. and he also has a 
large 11-are-room in another part of the city. 
He has throughly studied the trade so that 
he undestands the \vishes of the public and 
his labors have brought to him a substantial 
financial return. He is also a partner in 
the Frank Sanford &- Cornpan>- furniture 
store in Sprin&eld, Illinois. and another 
store conducted under the same name at 
IVestville. Illinois. I t  \\-ill thus be seen that 
he is a leading representative of the furni- 
ture trade of the state and his establishment 
in D a n d l e  is headquarters for all novel- 
ties as \\-ell as articles of a utilitarian char- 
acter. He carries goods of all grades. in- 
cluding sor-ne of the finest manniactured, 
and he receives his patronage from a good 
cIass of citizens. 

In Sol-ember, 1887. in Ionia. Michigan. 
Mr. Sanford was united in marriage to Miss 
Ida Terry. who 11-as born in Ionia. August 
20. 1864. a daughter of John 'ferry. who 
is a native of Keu- Jersey and is a fruit 
gardener. Both he and his wife are stiIl 
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living. In their fanlily are four children : In his native land Henry Smith was 
Samuel, who resides in Alden, Michigan; reared and educated no event of special im- 
Myra, the wife of Samuel Amtz, of Ionia, 
Michigan; Ida, the wife of our subject; 
and Elizabeth, the wife of Charles Jack, 
who is living in Ionia. The home of Mr. 
and Mrs. Sanford has been blessed with 
four children: Myrtle M., Otto F., hde- 
laide and Frances. 

In his political ajliliations Mr. Sanford 
is a Republican. Fraternally he is connect- 
ed with Olive Branch Lodge, No. 184, F. 
& A. &I.. having been made a Mason in 
Danville in June, I ~ I .  He is also a mem- 
ber of the Danville Lodge of Elks, the Mod- 
ern Woodmen of America, and is a ruler of 
the Royal Circle Lodge of Danville. to 
which his wife also belongs. She is like- 
wise a member of the Women's Club of 
this city and both Mr. and Mrs. Sanford 
hold menlbership in the Methodist Episco- 
pal church. Although they have resided 
here but for a brief period they are well 
known and the hospitality of the best homes 
of the city is extended to them. - 

HENRY SMITH. 

For many years this gentleman was a 
worthy citizen of Danville and he was also 
classed among the honored pioneers of the 
county. having c o w  here in 1834 when the 
greater part of this region was still wild 
and undeveloped. He was born in Oxford- 
shire, England, on the 20th of November, 
1806, and was a son of Thomas and Sarah 
(Fletcher) Smith, who were also natives 
of that country. After the emigration of 
our subject and his wife to the new world 
his father joined them in this country but 
died a year later. 

portance occurring during his boyhood and 
youth. Before leaving England he was 
married in 1833 to Miss Jane Jordan Stew- 
art, who also claimed that country as her 
birthplace. Of the eleven children born of 
this union three died in infancy, the others 
being as follo~vs: John, now deceased; 
William, who is living retired in Danville; 
Edwin, deceased: Sarah, deceased wife of 
Charles Cotell and a resident of Danville; 
Frank, deceased: blai-y, wife of Robert 
Stevens, of Danville; and Fannie J. and 
Lucy, ~\-11o are living at the old homestead 
in the same city. 

iSot long after their marriage Mr. and 
Mrs. Smith sailed for America, and on land- 
ing in New York city made their way direct 
to Clevelancl, Ohio, where he was engaged 
in buying stock for two or three years. In 
1838 he came to Vermilion county, Illinois, 
and first located on a farm near the village 
of Potomac, where he was engaged in farm- 
ing until 1845. He then removed to Dan- 
d l e  and opened the first meat market at 
this place, being engaged in business here 
until 1867, when he sold his sllop and en- 
gaged it1 farming in Danville ton-nship near 
the village of Tilton. There he carried on 
agricultural pursuits u11til 1880, when he 
rented that place and returned to Danville, 
where he lived a retired life until his death, 
which occurred in 1898. when ninety-one 
years of age. His wife passed away on the 
14th of November, 1900. With the First 
Methodsit Episcopal church of Danville 
they had long held membership and were 
consistent and useful members. Their daugh- 
ters, Misses Fannie J. and Lucy Smith, 
are also members of the same church and 
are prominent in society here. They have 
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a pleasant home at No. 116 North Jackson 
street, which was erected by their father 
in 1845 .and also own other residence prop- 
erty in the city. 

In his political views Mr. Smith was a 
Republican and he ever took a commendable 
interest in public affairs. He enjoyed the 
well earned distinction of being what the 
public terms a "self-made man," and an 
analyzation of his character revealed the 
fact that enterprise, well directed efTort and 
honorable dealing were the essential feat- 
ures in his prosperity. 

JOHN M. BALDWIN. 

The agricultural interests of Vermilion 
county form a very important part in the 
prosperity which it enjoys. A representa- 
tive of this honorable and useful occupation 
is John M. Baldwin, who was born Septem- 
ber 20, 1857, near Ridgefarm, in Vermilion 
co~~nty ,  Illinois. His grandparents on the 
paternal side were James and Rachel (Par- 
ry) Baldwin. He is a son of Franklin and 
Editha (Naylor) Baldwin. The father was 
born in Brown county, Ohio, April 26, 
1832, and came to Vermilion county, Illi- 
nois, when he was but six years of age, 
brought here by his parents. They settled 
in the village then known as Sunover, near 
the present village of Georgetown. At that 
time the primeval forests covered a great 
deal of the land, and there the grandfather 
followed farming and he and his wife spent 
their remaining days. Their son Franklin 
was left an orphan when but eight years 
of age. He remained on the home place 
until 1863, \%-hen he came to a farm near 
Indianola, with other members of the fam- 

ily. Here he followed the occt~pation of 
farming until 1886, when he removed to 
Sidell, Illinois, where he is engaged in the 
hardware business. His brothers and sis- 
ters were farmers and farmers' wives, and 
their names are as follo~vs : Caroline Cord, 
Amanda Flaugher, Betsy Bates, Darius R., 
John hf.. Polly Graham, James. Elijah, 
Thomas. Franklin, Jane Golden and IVill- 
iam. Jane lives in Dallas county. Iowa; 
Thomas at Ridgefarm, Illinois, and the 
others are deceased. All pen-  up, married 
and reared families. escept William, who 
died in infancy. The mother of our sub- 
ject was born in Vermilion county, Indiana, 
June I I ,  I $40. Her parents !\-ere John and 
Betsey (Sten-art) Naylor. Her brother 
and sister are Benjamin Kaylor, who \\;as 
a Union soldier and died in Sidell in 1901, 

of army troubles, and Mary Rutherford, 
now living with her family at Iangview, 
Illinois. Franklin and Editha (Naylor) 
Baldwin became the parents of the follo\v- 
ing named children : John M. is the eldest; 
Perry is a farmer of Indianola, who mar- 
ried Ella Lawrence. in 1882. They have a 
fine family. consisting of three boys and 
four girls. all healthy and bright. Charles 
$4. is a farmer of Franklin county, Illinois. 
He married Emma Kries and had four 
boys and four girls. Of these two boys and 
one girl are deceased. They had three pairs 
of twins. a boy and girl in each pair. 
Thomas IV. lives in Sidell and assists his 
father in the hardware business. He first 
married Pu'ora E. Allison, by whom he had 
a boy and a girl, but the girl is now de- 
ceased. His first wife died and he married 
Hattie Harroll. and they have one child. 
'CVilliam -4. is a twin brother of Wilbur A- 
He is a farmer and for his first wife chose 
Sadie Hamoll, by whom he had one boy 
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and a girl. His second marriage was with 
Gerfie Harro'll, a sister of his first wife, and 
they have one bq-. Wilbur A., the twin 
brother of William A., married Mary 
Burke. Benjamin F. is a blacksmith living 
at  Sidell, Illinois. He married Florence 
Canada, who is now deceased. By this 
marriage there is a little girl. seven years 
old. Nora E. died in infancy. Robert W. 
is a farmer of Franklin county, Illinois. He 
married-Cana Linn, and they have two girls. 

John M. Baldwin of this review was 
educated in the district schools and in the 
common schools of Indianola, and he is 
now the possessor of a beautiful and valu- 
able farm of one hundred acres lying just' 
west of the village of Indianola. This is un- 
der a high state of cultivation, being 
equipped with all the accessories which go 
to make up a well conducted farm of the 
twentieth century. On this farm he has a 
fine residence, an ideal home for the family. 
He has made his own way in the world, 
starting out with no capital, and through 
his untiring efforts, ably assisted bv his de- 
voted wife, he has' won success. 

Mr. Baldwin was united in marriage 
December 25, 1879, at Indianola, to Miss 
Lucy F. Thornton, who was born August 
30, 1859, at  Catlin, Illinois, her parents 
being David and Nancy (Spicer) Thorn- 
ton, who were natives and pioneer settlers 
of Vermilion cotinty. Her father died in 
the Union army in 1864 and her mother 
afterward became the wife of Charles Cok, 
and is living in Indianola. Mrs. Baldwin 
had one sister, Martha Thornton, and ten 
hajf-brothers and sisters. The family were 
agrimlturjsts, and. her father was a valiant 
Gdier, giving up his life upon the altar of 
his country. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Baldwin 
were born the following . named children : 

The eldest, born October 30, 1880, died in 
infancy. William bI., born June 27, 1882, 
was one of the most popular and bright 
young men in Vermilion county. He grad- 
uated from the Indianola schools before he 
was eighteen, with high honors, being presi- 
dent of his class. He u-as converted and 
joined the Methodist church at the age of 
seventeen years, immediately became an act- 
ive worker in the Sunday-school and churcl. 
and \{-as soon made assistant superintendent 
of the Sunday-school. He became a teacher 
in the schools of the county and \\-as recog- 
nized as a young man of ability. He had 
good oratorical qualities, \\-as a very brill- 
iant speaker, and studied lau-, completing 
the college course with a grade of ninety- 
seven per cent. He entered Austin College, 
but at the end of one term returned home, 
and on March g, 1902, he died. His death 
caused the family and many friends heart- 
felt grief, and his fate seemed doubly sad 
because of his bright intellect and the prom- 
ising future before him, bnt He who doeth 
all things well, saw fit to take him in the 
flower of his youth. His loss was the cause 
of sorrow to the entire community. Samuel 
F.. the second son of Mr. and Mrs. Bald- 
win, born June 3, 1884, was graduated from 
the Indianola schools in 1902, and is now 
teaching. Clyde A., the fotlrth in order of 
birth, was born October 30. 1856. Eva 
and Evert, twins, were born November 3, 
1889, and died in infancy. Russell, born 
January 14, 1893, is now in school. 

Mr. Baldwin is a member of the &fasonic 
fraternity, of the Modern IVoodmen of 
America and of the Court of Honor. He 
has been a member of the board of school 
directors of Indianola for the past nine 
years and is now president of the board. 
He was census enumerator for Carroll 
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township in 1900 and has been a trustee of 
lVoodla\vn cemetery for the past nine years. 
This is the finest cemetery in Vernlilion 
county outside of Danville. In religious 
faith Mr. Baldwin is a hIethodist, and in 
politics is an earnest Republican. In all 
movements and measures for tlle general 
improvement and upbuilding he takes an 
active and helpful interest, and he is just1:- 
regarded as a valued and represextative 
farmer of Carroll township. 

Dr. \V. R. Nash, who is engaged in the 
practice of medicine and surgery in Fair- 
mount, is a native of Indiana, his birth hay- 
ing occurred in Hendricks county, on the 
12th of May, 1841. His parents, R. T. 
and Frances (Smith) Nash, were both na- 
tives of Kentucky, and were there married. 
The father engaged in farming in that state 
until his removal to Hendricks county, In- 
diana, where he entered land from the go\-- 
ernment and carried on farming until his 
life's labors were .ended in death. He passed 
away on the old homestead there in 1846, 
and his wife in 1852. Both were devoted 
and zealous members of the Baptist church. 
In his political views the father was a Denl- 
ocrat. In the family were four sons and 
three daughters, of whom two sons and two 
daughters are yet living; George ITr.. a 
physician of Indianapolis ; Parthenia, the 
widow of John T. Bums, M-ho was an at- 
torney of Brownsburg, Indiana : IV. R. : and 
Martha H., the wife of Charles Ridgeway, 
a millwright of Newcastle, Indiana. Those 
deceased are: Isaac N., who was killed dur- 
ing the assault at  Weldon Railroad, n-hile 
a member of the Seventh Indiana Volunteer 

Infantry, during the Civil war, and was 
buried at City Point, Virginia; Richard T., 
who was a me~xber of Company K, Seven- 
tieth Indiana Infantry, the regiment com- 
manded by Benjamin Harrison. and died of 
s~llallpos \\-hile in the sen-ice. his remains 
being interred at  Chattano~ga, Tennessee : 
and 1Iahala J.. the deceased I\-iie of IVill- 
iam F. Dinlr-iddie. of Broivnsburg. Indiana. 

In the district schools of Brownsburg 
Dr. I\-. R. Sash pursued his literaq- edu- 
cation. Later he removed to Indianola, Illi- 
nois, n-here he entered upon his business 
career as a clerk in tlle store of John Grace, 
also looking after the stock upon his em- 
ployer's farm. He renlained u-ith Mr. Grace 
for tn-entp-eight months and then donned 
the nation's blue unifornl as a member of 
Company D. T~vent~--fifth Illinois Infantry. 
the first company that \vent to the front 
from 1-ermilion county. The date of his en- 
listment was June I .  1861. and the place In- 
dianola. Illinois. He  was mustered. in a t  
St. Louis, ~vhere I!-. I{-. Osborn was elected 
captain of the company and Colonel IVill- 
iam Coler of Decatur was chosen to com- 
mand the regiment. lITith his command 
Dr. Nash \\-as ordered to Jefferson City 
and thence to Sedalia, 1\Iissouri. and on to 
Pea Ridge, participating in the battle there. 
He was also in the engagement at Pittsburg 
Landing. and at Corinth and Iuka. after 
which he made the famous march to Louis- 
~ i l l e .  Kentucky. and on to Perq-~ille. Sub- 
sequently he was in the battle of Stone 
River and under the command of General 
Rosecrans took a part in that hotly con- 
tested engagement a t  Chickamauga. After 
meeting the enemy's fire at  11issionary 
Ridge the troops of General Thomas went 
south and fought the battles of Resaca, 
Burnt H i c k o ~ ,  Big Shanty, Kenesaw 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



47 8 - THE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 

Mountain, Chatahoochee River and Peach 
Tree Creek. Dr. Nash was also in the bat- 
tle of Atlanta, and on the 4th of AU~QUS~, 
1864, was relieved and sent to Springfield, 
Illinois, where he was honorably discharged 
by reason of the expiration of his term of 
service, and was mustered out at Springfield 
September 5, 1864, having been with the 
army for three years and four months. He 
took part in a number of battles and skir- 
mishes in addition to those already named 
and- was five times promoted for valorous 
service, from fifth to first sergeant. At the 
battle of Stone River he was wounded in 
the left thigh by a pistol ball, and still car- 
ries the bullet. At Chickamauga, he was 
wounded in the right shoulder by a piece 
of shell, and after the battle he took com- 
mand of his company with his arm in a 
sling. He displayed wonderful resolution 
and courage, refusing to go to the hospital 
when wounded, continuing instead in active 
service with his company. 

When his military experience was over 
Dr. Nash returned to Brownsburg, Indiana, 
and was there engaged in the drug business. 
In the same city on the 14th of May, I 865, 
he was married to Miss Ruth J. Caywood. 
who was born in Hendricks county, In- 
diana, October 20, 184,  a daughter of 
Henry V. and Rebecca (Wells) Caywood. 
who was born and reared in Kentucky. The 
father was a farmer by occupation and he 
served as a loyal soldier of the Union army 
for three years in the Seventy-ninth Indiana 
Infantry. Removing to Wilson county, 
Kansas, both he and his wife died there, the 
former in 1892 and the latter in 1890. Mr. 
Caywood was a member of the Christian 
church and a Republican in his political 
views. Mrs. Nash was one of three chil- 
dren and her brother William is now resid- 

ing in Wilson county, Kansas. The other 
member of the family has passed away. 
Two daughters were born unto the Doctor 
and his wife, of whom one is living, blabel 
E., now the wife of Dr. Goodwin, of Fair- 
mount. 

After his marriage Dr. Nash located in 
Brownsburg, Indiana, and took up the study 
of medicine under Dr. Joseph A. Eastman 
He was graduated in the College of Phy- 
sicians and S u r p n s  of Indiana, in 1876, 
and then located at  Ridgefarm, Vermilion 
county, in the spring of that year, practicing 
there until 1882, when he came to Fair- 
mount, where he has since lived. He is a 
member of the American Medical, the State 
Medical and the Vermilion County Medi- 
cal Societies, and is continually broadening 
his knowledge and thereby promoting his 
efficiency through reading, investigation, 
and stud?. The Doctor belongs to Fair- 
mount Lodge, No. 590, F. & 14. MI, having 
been made a Mason here in 1888. In 1866 
he was made an Odd Fellow in Browns-. 
burg, Indiana, and he likewise belongs to 
Catlin Post, G. 14. R. I-Ie exercises his 
right of franchise in support of the men 
and measures of the Republican party and 
is well read on political subjects, but other- 
wise is not active in politics, preferring that 
his undivided attention shall be given to 
his professional II duties which are onerous 
and important, and which are discharged 
with conscientious fidelity. 

JOHN G. LEVERICH. 

For many years John Goldsmith Leverich 
filled the office of master in chancery jn 
Danville and at the age of seventy years he 
passed away, leaving behind him the record 
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of a life of great usefulness and of honor. 
H e  was born ill' Newtown, Queens county, 
Neiv York, on the 10th of October, 1819. 
His father, John Leverich, was born Jan- 
uary 30, 1789, and in the year 1814 he ivas 
united in marriage to Alletta Berrien, whose 
birth occurred July 18, I 788. They located 
on Long Island, where the father follo\ved 
the blacksmithing trade for a time, but 
eventually he removed to the \vest and lived 
for a time with his son, John G. Later, 
however, he retired froin active life and 
eventually returned to Sewto\vn, where he 
died April 2 j, 1858. He had served his 
country in the war of 1812, holding the 
rank of sergeant. His wife passed away at 
Newtowin. December I ,  1863, having sur- 
vived him only for about five years. Both 
were devoted members of the Presbyterian 
church and Mr. Leverich mas a IL-llig in 
his political affiliations. In their fainily were 
four childreil, but the only surviving rep- 
resentative of this fawily is Mrs. 11. E. 
Witte, I\-110 resides at Sort11p01-t. on Long 
Island. 

John Goldsmith Leverich pursuetl his 
education in 11is early boyhood in a schoo! 
on L.ong Islanti and later became a student 
in a private academv ill Sew 'lTork city. He 
accepted a clerkship in the \\-holesale tlrug 
store of lIcI<essen & Roberts on entering 
upon his business career, and reniainetl \\.it11 

that house until 1841. \\-hen he came to Illi- 
nois ill  company wit11 0. L. Da\-is. Dnn\.ille 
the11 became his place o f  residence niitl lie 
accepted a position as n salesman in the 
store of L. T. Paln~er. 11-11ile later lle ell- 
gaged in business on his o\rn accolint 111 

- 7  partnership \\-it11 his brother. R. I . 1-ere- 
rich. They conductetl a general mercnii- 
tile store for ti\-e years and in 1800 111-. 
Leverich of this re\-ie\v \\-as appointetl Inas- 
ter in chancery. 11-11ich position he held for 

20 

nineteen years, a longer period than almost 
any incumbent of a similar office in the 
state. In 1881 he retired from the position 
with the confidence and good will of the 
public, and spent his remaining years in the 
enjoyment of the fruits of his fom~er  la- 
bors. 

On the 13th of October, 1847, in Dan- 
ville. Mr. Leverich was united in mamage 
to Miss Sarah ,A. Tilton, who was born in 
Shipton, Canada. December 25, 1822, a 
daughter of Abial Foster and Cynthia 
(Thotnpson) Tilton. the former a native of 
New Hampshire. and the latter of Massa- 
chusetts. T11ej- were married in the Green 
Mountain state and on their removal to the 
west located first in Ohio, where they re- 
mained for a short time, the father folio\\--- 
ing the mill\\-right's trade. He then came 
to Verrllilioil county. Illinois, and erected 
a mill on L'erll~iiion creek. being thus itlenti- 
fietl \\-it11 industrial interests for sonle time. 
Subsecluently he removed to lIiddle Fork, 
\\-liere he ownecl a large farm. operating it 
successfu1l~- uiltil his death, \vl~ich occurred 
about 1866. 1Ir. Tiltoil \\-as a \I-hig ill 

his political aftiliatioils ant1 \\-as a man of 
strong character ant1 sterling purpose. In 
his ianiil!- \\ ere nine children. but only one* 
of the num1)er 11011- survives-Charles. 1~110 

is a tra-1-eling salesman and resides in St. 
Louis. lIissouri. 

-liter his marriage 1Ir. Le\-erich took 
1111 his nl~otle in Dan\-ille ant1 continuecl to 
occup~- the pusition of master i l l  c11;uicery 
ulitil his retirement it-on1 a&\-e life. L-nto 
lli~n an(l hi.; \rife \\-ere 1101-11 f i \  e cliiltli-en : 
I.:tl\\ 3rd. \\.I10 cliecl _\ugist 24. I 856. at the 
ax-c o f  se\ en ?ears : Man- l3oiiette. n.110 tlietl 
Septeni1)er 14. 1,353. I\-lieii a !-ear an(l a 
Iialf c ~ l t l  : --llleita R., \vho  I~ecamc the \\-ife 
of 1;. .i. Hail. 7L resident of Danville. and 
died June 29, IF. leaviilg t~vo  chiltlten. 
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Janette A. and Edward L. ; Sarah, the wife 
of 0. D. Pollock, who is livng in Danville; 
and Catherine E., who is a twin sister of 
Sarah and also lives in Danville, the family 
home a t  No. 14 Gilbert street being noii- 
owned by her. 

In politics Mr. Let-erich was known as 
an earnest Republican, believing firmly in 
the principles of the party, yet never a poli- 
tician in the sense of office seeking. In 
manner he was quiet and unostentatious, 
yet he possessed strong character and de- 
termined purpose and he commanded the 
respect and confidence of all by whom he 
was known. In the discharge of his official 
duties he was strictly fair and impartial, 
equity being one of the salient traits of his 
public service. While he never connected 
himself with any church organization he 
believed in the fatherhood of God, the 
brotherhood of mankind and closely fol- 
lo~vecl the golden rule. He was charitable 
and benevolent, kindly in spirit and in 
thought, was absolutely honest and never 
afraid to express his honest convictions. I-Ie 
passed away March 18, 1889, and his wife, 
w-ho was a member of the Presbyterian 
church, departed this life October 30, 1902. 
They were laid to rest side by side in Spi111g 
Hill cemetery of Danville, but the influence 
of these worthy people is still made mani- 
fest in the Iives of those with ~vhom they 
came in contact. While unassuming and 
quiet in demeanor Mr. Leverich was by no 
means a negative factor in Danville. There 
was nothing of the pessimist about him. 
nor was his the character of a visionary 
optimist; he looked at life from a practical 
standpoint. He possessed strong humani- 
tarian principles and closely adhered to the 
rules of coilduct which govern an honor- 
able, upright manhood. He indeed stood as 

a representative of a high type of American 
citizenship and well does he deserve that his 
name should be inscribed high on the roll 
of representative men of the city it1 ivhich 
he so long made his home. 

- - 
EDWARD DOKSELLY. 

Through twenty-two years Edward Don- 
nelly was numbered among the.prominent 
farmers of Danville township. He there- 
fore deserves mention in this volurne 
among the men 11-hose efforts have con- 
tributed to the general welfare and 11-110 

in matters of citizenship have always been 
loyal and true. He was born in co~~n ty  
Gal-an, Ireland, in the year 1822. his par- 
ents being John and Frances Donnelly, 
who lvere also natives of that county. I\-here 
the father resided until his death. In 1851 
our subject bade adieu to his native country 
and crossed the broad Atlantic to -41merica 
settling first in the Empire state. and after- 
wart1 rernovecl to Indiana. Some of the 
brothers of our subject came to Danrille in 
1864. anlong them John Donnelly, who now 
resides in this city, being engaged in the 
grocery business on the corner of Jackson 
and. South streets. 

Edward Donnelly spent the days of his 
boyhood and youth on the Emerald isle 
and pursued his education in the cornmon 
schools there and then came to America 
to America. After living for a fen- years 
in the state of New York, he made his way 
~vest~l-ard to Indiana, locating first at Will- 
iamsport. \\:\;here he was engaged in farm- 
ing. During that time he was united in 
marriage to Mary Denneny, a native of New 
York. Her parents, Thomas and Cather- 
ine Denneny, were natives of Ireland and 
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after coming to  the United States they set- 
tled in New York and aftenv-ard made their 
way n-estward to Ivilliamsport, Indiana, 
where the father carried on agricultural 
pursuits throughout the remainder of his 
career, his life's labors being ended in 
death. Both he and his wife passed away 
at IITi?!iamsport. The marriage of I l r .  
and Mrs. Donnelly 'was blessed with twelve 
children : Cornelius, now deceased : Fran- 
ces. the wife of John Gross, a resident of 
Benton county, Indiana ; Katherine and 
William, who have also passed away; Ed- 
ward, who resides in Alton, Illinois; 
Thomas, who married Annie Brennan 
and conducts a fine saloon on South street 
in Danville; Elizabeth, who is living at 
home with her mother; James, who is em- 
ployed as a salesman in his uncle's grocery 
store on South street and who also resides 
with his mother; Nellie, the wife of John 
Belton, of Danville; Annie, deceased: Har- 
ry, at home; and one that died in infancy. 

Mr. and Mrs. Donnelly began their do- 
mestic life upon a farm near TVilliams- 
port, Indiana, where they remained until 
February, 1866, when they came to Ver- 
milion county, Illinois, settling on a farm 
t ~ v o  and one-half miles from Danville and 
near the town of Perrysville. Through the 
succeeding tu-enty-two years Edward Don- 
nelly conducted this place his time and at- 
tention being given to its further develop- 
ment and improvement. His labors were 
attended ~vi th  a high degree of success and 
as a result of his cultivation of the fields he 
annually harvested rich crops which found 
a ready- sale on the market and brought to 
him a very gratifying income. He was a 
Democrat in his political affiliations and al- 
though he was never an office seeker he held 
the position of assistant road commissioner 

of Danville township for several years. 
He belonged to the Catholic church of 
which his wife and children are also com- 
municants and he died in that faith on the 
12th of June, 1888. Loyal in citizenship, 
faithful in friendship and devoted to the 
~velfare of his wife and family he was a 
man \\-ho possessed many sterling traits of 
character n-orthy of emulation. Xfter the 
death of her husband Mrs. Donnelly re- 
moved 11-ith her children to Danville, where 
they have since lived. They now reside in 
a very pleasant home at No. 507 Green 
street and in addition to this property Mrs. 
Donnelly also owns a farm of ninety-six 
acres and another of forty acres. both in 
Danl-ille township. These are rented and 
return to her a good income. Mr. Don- 
nelly was a successful business man and thus 
provided a comfortable living for his family 
after he passed a\\-a?. 

RICHARD ARTHUR BLOCK: 

-Among the ~ O L I I I ~  men of Vermiliotl 
county ~vhose worth in the business world 
is recognized is Richard Arthur Block, 
cashier of the recently established bank of 
Indianola. He ~vas born July 11. 1874, in 
Sidney, Illinois. a son of Theodore L. 
and Mary P. Block, both of ~ v h o n ~  are of 
German ancestry. TVilliarn Block. the 
grandfather came to Plmerica from the 
fatherland in the year 1856 and immediate- 
ly after his arrival in Illinois purchased the 
farm which is still 011-ned b!: his son. Theo- 
dore L.. and is known as the William Block 
farm. In the family \[-ere two sons. Theo- 
dore L. and August F., both still residents 
of Sidney. The mother of our subject had 
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two brothers, Charles T. and Albert A., the 
former residing at Broadlands, Illinois, and 
the latter at Sidney. Theodore L. Block 
has always carried on the occupation of 
farming and is one of the leading agricul- 
turists and capitalists of Champaign county. 
H e  o ~ m s  about one thousand acres of fer- 
tile land, most of which is adjacent to Sid- 
ney, Illinois, while a portion adjoins La- 
fayette, Indiana, and his extensive agri- 
cultural interests have proven a safe 
antee for the Indianola Bank, which has 
heen established by the father and his son, 
Richard A. There is also another son, 
Edgar W. Block, and three sisters: Mrs. 
L. Hartzigg, a resident of Lafayette, Indi- 
ana; and h4rs. G. S. Gerhold and Lanora 
A., of Sidney. 

Having acquired his preliminary educa- 
tion in the public schools of his native town 
Richard A. Block afterward entered the 
University of Illinois at Champaign in 
1891. Subsequently he prepared for 
business life by entering the Draughen's 
Business College at Xashville, Tennes- 
see, where he was graduated in 1898. 
cntil his reilloval to Indianola in the spring 
of 1902 he always resided in Sidney except 
during the period n-hen he was attendiilg 
college. In the fall of 1901 he accepted a 
position in \Tinston's Bank in Sidney, where 
he renlained ~ul~til the spring of the follo\ving 
year. He  then joined his father in the or- 
ganization of the Indianola Bank of which 
the father is president and the son cashier. 
The latter then rernol-ed to Itltlianola, ~vhere 
Ile is no\\- living. The ballk has an in- 
dividual responsibility of over one hundred 
and fifty thousatld dollars and has alread>- 
gained a good start. I t  was eagerly wel- 
comed by the people of the village for prior 
to this time their business had been carried 

on through the banking institutions of Dan- 
ville. The new bank is fitted up with a 
National Cannon Screw door safe, steel 
vault chambers, absolutely burglar proof 
and is insured against burglary or loss by 
one of the great casualty companies. 

In  1899 Mr. Block became a member of 
Sidney Grange, Xo. 502, in which he held 
various offices and at the time of his re- 
moval from his native tonrn he was filling 
the position of master of the Grange of 
Sidney. At the age of fifteen he became a 
member of the Evangelical church 1\-itl1 
which he has since been connected. He is a 
young man of good business ability and his 
previous esperience in banking well 
equipped him for the work to n-hich he is 
1loIIi devoting his energies. In manner he is 
genial, courteo~ls and obliging and these 
qualities have nlade him a popular bank 
official. 

A - 

The German element in our nationa1 
citizenship is an important one. Fro111 the 
fa therlancl have come Illany nleil ~ 1 1 0  have 
been active and pron~inent factors in de- 
veloping different sections of the country. 
They have taken an important part in pro- 
moting business actii-ity ant1 ha\-e been 
fountl loyal aild l~rogressive in citizenshili. 
Such a one is ;Indre\\- Hebel. \vho for more 
than twenty years was a inallfacturer and 
rel~resentati~e business nlall of \-eri11iIio11 
county. living ill Rossville. Illinois. He 
has been a resident of Illinois since July 6. 
1879. and his birth occurred on the River 
Rhine. in Germany, December 21. ISIS. He 
came to the new n-orld in 1833 and was 
reared to manhmd in Cincinnati. Ohio. 
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where he learned the brick-maker's trade. 
H e  made his hon~e in that city until 1854, 
\I-hen he remol-ed to Ripley coknty-, Indi- 
ana, where he follo~ved brick-making for a 
nunlber of years prior to the Civil war. 

11-hen the country became in\-olved in 
hostilities over the slavery question and the 
south attempted to n-ithdra\\- from the 

he offered his sen-ices in behalf of 
the government. enlisting in June, 1862. as 
a member of Company G. Eighty-third Jn- 
dialla Volunteer Infantry. The regiment 
then \vent south, \!-as attached to the -Arm); 
of the Tennessee and the first fight in which 
l l r .  Hebel participated lvas at Cliickasa~\- 
Bayou. Later he took part in the engage- 
ments of Arkansas Post ancl in the siege of 
Vickshurg, being present at its surrender. 
H e  was also in the battles of Resaca. Kene- 
saw Mountain and the ,Atlanta campaign, 
and assisted in the capture of _Atlanta. His 
regi~nent was attached to the Seconcl Bri- 
gade, Second Division of the Fifteenth 
Army Corps, and marched ~vith Sherman to 
the sea. participating in all of the fights 
en route ancl in the last battle of the war at 
Bentonville. With his command Mr. He- 
be1 then marched through Richmond and 
on to 1iashingon. D. C., \\-here he was one 
of the vast host of victorious men who 
marched in grand review before the presi- 
dent of the United States. carrying the ban- 
ners of ~ictory.  He  lost but little time 
through illness while in the service and was 
never i~ a hospital, although he received a 
gut-shot 11-ound in the right cheek and still 
carries the scar-an honorable token of his 
faithful defense of the old flag and the na- 
tion. He was discharged in lvashington. 
in June. 186 j. but was paid off at Indian- 
apolis. and with a most creditable military 
record returned to his home. 

I l r .  Hebel located in Lan-renceburg. In- 

diana, where he \\-orked a t  his trade of 
brick-making, continuing there for some 
years. Later he removed to Sunman, Rip- 
ley comty-, Indiana, where he u-orked for 
tu-o years, establishing a brick and tile yard 
of his own a t  that place. In  1879 he came 
to Rossville and took charge of the -4rnl- 
strong Tile Works, acting in that capacity 
for five or s i s  years. He  aftenvard became 
owner of a brick and tile plant at  Potomac, 
which he purchased for his sons. ~ v h o  car- 
ried on the business for several years. Our 
subject after~i-al-d sold that property and 
bought a plant in Rossrille, where the sons 
have since carried on a large brick and tile 
business. They also 0x1-n and operate an- 
other factory at  Henning. Mr. Hebel was 
an active factor in the control o i  the plant 
at this place until about 1890. since which 
time he has lived in honorable retirement 
from labor, having in former years acquired 
a con~fortable competence. 

In Aberdeen. Ohio. on the 14th of Sep- 
tember, I 85 I, was celebrated the marriage 
of bls. Hebel and Miss hIar,garet Kuntz, 
~vho  Ivas born in Germany July I ,  1834, and 
canle to -4merica xvhen eight years old. She 
passed an-ay on the 24th of June. 1901. 
Thej+ were the parents of sel-en children, 
five sons and two daughters : George H., 
n-ho is no\\- engaged in business in San 
Francisco. California; Thomas -A.. \vho is 
conducting the brick and tile manufactory 
in Henning : Theodore E., postmaster of 
Rossville: Benjamin J., who is engaged in 
the nlanufacture of brick and tile in Ross- 
\-ille: Charles F.. a je~veler of Ross\-ille; 
Mar\- I., the wife of George Kamme?-er. a 
tlraj-man of Rossville : hlargaret B.. the 
n-ife of Lewis Overling. who is engaged in 
the Ilarness business in Cincinnati. Ohio. 

11-lien Ilr. Hebel became an American 
citizen he endorsed the principles of the 
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Whig party and cast his first pres- 
idential vote for i l l i a m  Henry Har- 
rison in 1840, when the rallying 
cry of the Whigs was "Tippecanoe 
and Tyler, too," but as  the years passed a 
new issue arose and this led to the forma- 
tion of the Rep~~blican party to prevent the 
further extension of slavery. John C. Fre- 
mont entered the iield as its first presidential 
candidate in 1856, and Mr. Hebel gave to 
him his support and has never fai!ed to 
vote the Republican ticket at  each presi- 
dential election since that time. H e  has 
served as police magistrate for one term, 
but otherwise has always refused to accept 
public office, preferring to give his attention 
to his business interests. He is a Master 
Mason, and belongs to  Rossville Post, No. 
277, G. A. R., in which he has twice served 
as commander. He has never had occasion 
t o  regret the fact that in early life he be- 
came an American citizen. He has enjoyed 
the business privileges and opportunities af- 
forded by this country and through the ex- 
ercise of industry, enterprise and honorable 
dealing he has steadily progressed in the 
business world until a con~fortable compet- 
ence, acquired through his oivn efforts, en- 
ables him to live a retired life. H e  has 
reached the advanced age of eighty-four 
years, but can look over the past without 
regret, for his career has been honorable 
and straightforward and in his life he has 
accotnplished much that is worthy of com- 

JOHN CARSON. 

Public-spirited and progressive, John 
Carson is a worthy citizen of his adopted 
county and is deserving of creditable men- 

tion in this volume. H e  nas born in County 
Antrim, Ireland, but his paternal grand- 
parents were both natives of Scotland. His 
father, James Carson, was united in mar- 
riage to Rachel McCoy, and it is thus that 
our subject is of Scotch-Irish parentage. 
His father was in quite humble financial cir- 
cumstances and both he and his wife died 
in the Emerald isle. The natal day of our 
subject was August 26. + I 834. He acquired 
a limited education in his native country and 
remained upon the farm of his uncle a n d  
grandfather until he came to -America in the 
year 1854. H e  was then a young man of 
twenty years, who, wishing to see something 
of the world and believing that he might 
better his financial conditions in the United 
States, crossed the briny deep. Coiltinuing 
his westward way he at length reached De- 
catur county, Indiana, and settled near 
Greensburg, where he was employed as a 
farm hand for four years. 

H e  was then married in 1858 to Martha 
C. Glass, a native of County Antrim. Ire- 
land, born February 3, 1832. Her parents 
were John and Jane (&~cDo\vell) Glass, both 
of whom are now deceased. Mrs. Carson 
came to America in the fall of 1857, to join 
her brother, Henry, who had made the voy- 
age across the Atlantic in company with our 
subject. Mr. Carson had accumulated a 
small sum of money prior to his marriage 
and at  that time he rented land, engaging in 
farming on his own account. In the fall 
of 1860 he removed to Tipton county. xvhere 
he continued to engage in agricult~~ral pur- 
suits until the spring of 156;. n-hen he ar-' 
rived in Jasper county, Illinois. There he 
remained for about five years and then re- 
turned to Tipton county. Indiana. Later 
he bought eighty acres of land u-hich he 
continued to cultivate from 1871 until 1900, 
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when he put aside business cares. We came 
to Hoopeston, selling all of his Tipton coun- 
ty property, and purchased property in this 
town, becoming the owner of an attractive 
home valued at  tn-enty-five hundred dollars. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Carson have been 
born the folio\-ing children : Xargaret 
Jane, the wife of Edwin Moss ; Eillma G., 
the wife of Silas Hughes; I\-illian~ -4.. who 
married -lgnes 1lcCracken; 3Iell-in IV., 
who wedded Emma 11ende1111all: -itlanta, 
the wife of E. -4. Ogle, and six 1vho have 
passed away, four ha\-ing died in iniancj-. 
Thomas Henry, u-110 was a twin brother o i  
Margaret, died at the age of eleven years, 
while attending school in Indianapolis. 
John Edn-in; who was a graduate of a law 
college and \I-as just beginning to practice 
in Tipton, died at the age of t~venty-nine 
years. H e  was quite 11-ell kno~x-n as a prom- 
inent Republicall of his party in that 
locality. 

Mr. Carson gave to his children good 
educational privileges. the different III~II-  

bers of the family having atteilded college 
at  Indianapolis, Valparaiso or in Hoopes- 
ton. IVhen they have arrived at years of 
maturity he has assisted the111 in starting 
out on their business careers. His lloine has 
ex-er been to him the clearest place on earth 
and he has put forth every effort in his 
power to pronlote the welfare and advance- 
ment as well as the happiness of his family. 
For forty-sis years he has been a member 
of the United Presbyterian church, has 
been x-eq- active in its work and sen-ed as 

chairman of the building committee when 
the parsonage \\-as erected in Hoopeston. H e  
has been liberal in his support of the church 
and the Sundaj--school. -1 Republican in 
politics he was tendered the office of sheriff 
of Tipton county. Indiana. but he refused 

to become a candidate, caring nothing for 
political honors, but after coming ta Hoopes- 
ton he was elected alderman from the fourth 
ward and re-elected in the spring of 1902, 
so  that he is now serving as a member of th 
common council of this city. He is a mem- 
ber of the committee on streets and alleys 
and is doing his utmost to promote the wel- 
fare and improvement of the place. He 
and his wife are esteemed and honored resi- 
dents here. Comfortably sit~lated in life. 
they have the \\-arm regard of all I\-ho know 
them. The welfare of Hoopeston is dear to  
the heart of Mr. Carson. \\-hose many ex- 
cellent qualities have gained for him the 
friendship of all n-ith n-hom he has been 
brought in contact. 

- 
L a -  - - -  

PROF. LINN H. GRIFFITH. 

Professor Linn H. Griffith is the super- 
intendent of schools in Danville. H e  was 
born in Ohio. September 23. 1858. and is a 
son of Benjamin B. and Margaret Griffith, 
both of ~ h o m  were natives of Piedmont, 
Harrison county. Ohio, where their entire 
lives were passed. The father was born in 
that county in the year 1836 and both he 
and his wife have now passed an-ay. 

Professor Griffith was one of a family 
of six children and in the public schools he 
acquired his preliminary education which 
was supplemented bj- a special course of 
s t ~ d y  in Franklin College of Ohio in 11-hich 
institution he was graduated with the class 
of 1883. During his college days he also 
engaged in teaching to some extent and his 
entire life since arriving at man's estate has 
been devoted to educational work. Soon 
after his graduation he came to the west, 
locating first in 1lcLean county, Illinois. 
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For five years he was superintendent of the 
schools of Potomac, Vermilion county, and 
in 1889 he was elected county superinten- 
dent of schools of this county, holding the 
position continuously for ten years. In 1890 
he was chosen assistant state superintendent 
and filled the office for two tern&, and in 
1899 he was elected superintendent of the 
Danville city schools, the position he now 
holds. 

In 1884 Professor Griffith was united in 
marriage to Lulu Heffling. of Leroy, Jlli- 
nois, 11-ho died in October, 1886, lea~iilg 
a daughter. Viola. On Christmas day of 
1887 Professor Griffith \\-as again married, 
his second union being with Miss Nannie 
Heaton, of Hoopeston, Illinois. They now 
have four children. Helen, Florence, Robert, 
and Howard. The father is a member of 
the Masonic fraternity, of the Independei~ t 
Order of Odd Fellows, of the Knights of 
Pythias Lodge, the Modern M;l.Toocln~en 
Camp, and of the Sons of Veteraiis Camp. 
all of Danville. He is also a trustee of the 
city hospital and is a citizen deeply inter- 
ested in public progress and improvement. 
He  has long occupied a position as one of 
the distinguished educators of this state, his 
ability winning him recognition and promo- 
tion. His scholarly attainments and broad 
general knowledge are also supplemented by 
the humanitarian spirit which promotes not 
only the study of sociology and of the ques- 
tions affecting mankind, but also lends an 
active co-operation in many measures for 
the general good. 

JOHN W. DIEHL. 

John \V. Diehl, of Hoopeston, was born 
in Pennsylvania, January 8, 1843, within 
seven miles of Gettpsburg. His parents 

were Samuel and Catherine (Brame) Diehl, 
both of ml~om were natives of the Keystone 
state and were of German descent. The 
father was a farmer by occupation and died 
about 186<, w while the mother's death. oc- 
curred six or seven years later. Mr. Dieh! 
has one sister, Ellen, now the 11-ife of I&ll'ill- 
iain Saddler, of Pennsyl~ania. 

In the place of his nativity John IV. 
Diehl was reared and pursued his education 
in the subscription schools. He \\-as ahout 
twenty-one years of age at the time of the 
battle of Gettysburg, one of the 111ost hotly 
contested engagements of the entire Civil 
a .  He well remembers that terrible fight 
n-hen the shells screamed over the little 
t o ~ v i ~  nestling among the mountains. There 
came ail order from the goveri~inent that 
the settlers slzould remove all of their stock 
and effects across the Susquehanna or the 
governnlent ~vould not be amenable for 
any losses. In consequence of this order 
the family property of the Diehls was taken 
across the 1-iver before the battle. After 
the engagemeilt our subject and his brother 
returned with the stock to the home farm, 
the father having died in the meantime. 

In the year 1869 John IV. Die111 made 
his way westward, and after spending a 
part of the summer in Iowa he returned to 
Indiana, where he engaged in farming for 
a year. He then came to Hoopeston in 
1872. at ~vhich time the town ~vas  just be- 
ing established. Here he became connected 
\\-it11 Miller Brothers in the grocery business 
under the firm name of Miller Brothers 
Company. After tn-o years he sold out and 
gave his attention to teaming until he em- 
barked in the lil-ery business, which he con- 
ducted successfuIly for six years. He 
then traded his livery stock for a part of 
his present place. He now has about sev- 
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enty-eight acres of land. of \\-hich thirty 
acres is within the city limits of Hoopeston, 
including fifteen lots which have been 
platted and form a part of Diehl's subdi- 
vision. In 1881 he took up his abode at 
his present home and since that time has been 
engaged in farming. in the raising of fruit, 
and has a large vineyard. He practically 
leal-es the care of his property to his son. 
11-11ile he is enjoying a \\-ell earned rest. 

In 187 j, in Hoopeston, JIr. Diehl was 
united in marriage to Miss I11aq- Robinson. 
of Ohio, 11-hose parents \\-ere then living in 
Hoopeston but are now deceased. Her 
father was a farmer by occupation. Mrs. 
Die111 has two sisters and three brothers : 
Robert ; William ; Edn-ard ; Sally, the 11-id- 
ow of S. Thurrnan; and Jane, the xife of 
Ed. Cory, a resident of Hoopeston. The 
marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Die111 1 ~ 2 s  blessed 
with two children, but George died at the 
age of seven years. The living son, Charlie. 
is now carrying on the farm n-ork for his 
father and is an enterprising. 1%-ide-awake 
young btlsiness man. 

In his political affiliations A4r. Dielll has 
always been a stalwart Republican, and for 
two years he served as street commissioner. 
H e  113ade no mistake n-hen he determined 
to establish his home in the west, taking ad- 
vantage of the business opportunities in this 
portion of the country. These opportuni- 
ties he has improved, and through his capa- 
ble management and untiring energy he has 
gained a place among the Illen of affluence 
of the communitj-. 

Charles F. Cro\v. proprietor of a grain 
elevator in Fairmount. is one of the native 
sons of Illinois, his birth having occurred 

in Macon county on the 10th of August, 
1876. He comes of Nen- England ancestry, 
his grandparents having been born in that 
part of the country. His father, E. 11-. 
Cron-. is a native of Ohio, and in Macon 
count!-, Illinois, a t  Blue AIound. n-as united 
in marriage to Miss Nancy Deatley, \\-hose 
birth occurred in Indiana. The father has 
long been engaged in the g a i n  trade and 
has resided continuously at Blue Mound 
since the time of his marriage. There he 
o~vns considerable real estate. H e  is a man 
whose successful career has been the legiti- 
mate result of his own efforts and to-day 
he is accounted one of the prosperous resi- 
dents of his locality. His fello\\- townsmen, 
recognizing his ~vorth and ability. have fre- 
quently called him to public offices of trust 
and he has served in all of the ton-nshil 
offices. elected upon the ticket of the Repub- 
lican party, of which he is a stanch adher- 
ent. Fraternally he is connected \\-it11 the 
I1Iodern . Il~oodmen of America. and for 
tn-enty-five years he has been a devoted 
nlallber of the Christian church. of which 
he is now serving as elder. In  the famiIy 
are seven children : Myrtle. who resides at  
home; Charles F., of this review: 0. L.. 
who 111akes his home in St. Louis. llissouri ; 
Earl. Roy. Grace, and Eva. n-110 are still 
11-it11 their parents. 

Charles F. Crow acquired his early edu- 
cation in Blue Mound and afterward became 
a student in Eureka College, of Eureka. this 
state. ~vhere he \\-as graduated with the class 
of I 894. Subsequently he engaged in teach- 
ing school for three years in Blue Jlound 
and then went to Butte. llontana. where 
he had charge of a commission 'house. In  
1900 he located in Fairmount. Illinois. suc- 
ceeding J. 31. Current as proprietor of the 
elel-ator of the elevator 11-hich he no\\- owns.' 
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H e  is a young man of perseverence, ener,ay awake, representative young business men 
and laudable ambition, and the business has who are a valued addition to any commun- 
doubled under his capable management. He  ity. Already he has attained the success that 
also has a grain station at Bennett, on the many an older man might well envy. His 
Chicago & Eastern lllinois Railroad, and ambitious, resolute nature and conformit! 
his business is in a prosperous condition, to commercial ethics argue well for the 
bringing to him an excellent return from his future. 
investment. 

In Fairmount, ,April 16, 1901, Mr. Crow 
was united in marriage to Miss Belle How- GEORGE BUSH YEOMANS. 
ard, who was born in Vermiliom county; 
January IS. 1874, and is a daughter of J. With the development of the world his- 
J. and Alice (Gunder) Howard, the former tory is no longer a record of wars and con- 
a native of Iowa and the latter of Indiana quests but the account of the upbuilding of 
They were married, howel-er, in Illinois, comm~unity, city, state or nation, and their 
and the father is now engaged in farming, business activities and they who are promi- 
his home being in Vance township, where nent in public affairs are the ones who con- 
he owns extensive landed interests. He is a trol extensive and important business inter- 
Democrat in his political views and in the ests and who, through a close following of 
spring of 1902 was elected supervisor in a correct commercial ethics, maintain the rep- 
Republican township, a fact which indicates utation of their locality as a comn~ercial cen- 
his popularity and the confidence reposed in ter and uphold its legal and moral status. 
him by his fellow citizens. He is also a I t  is therefore fitting that George Bush Yeo- 
valued member of the Knights of Pythias mans should be prominently mentioned in 
fraternity and the Court of Honor, and his this volume, whose purpose it is to record the 
high moral character is indicated by the fact life records of the representative men who 
that he is 1101~ serving as 3 deacon of the have been and are residents of Danville. hIr. 
Baptist church. on to  Mr. and Mrs. How- Yeoman was a leader in mercantile circles 
ard were born two daughters, Belle, the wife and by straightforward dealing, as well as 
of our subject : and Stella, ~vho resides with enterprise and ability. commanded the con- 
her parents. fidence and esteem of those with tvhorn he 

Mr. and Mrs. Crow have a beautiful came in contact. 
home in Fairmount, elegantly furnished and A native of Massachusetts Mr. Yeomans 
celebrated for its good cl~eer. Mr. Crow was born August zq. 1835, and in his early 
strongly endorses Republican pri~lciples and boyhood days was taken by his parents to 
is now serving as one of the city aldermen. Warsaw. New York. His father. Rev. Na- 
He belongs to Fairmount Lodge, No. 590. thaniel T. Yeomans, was a Congregational 
F. & A. &!I., of which he is the secretary, minister and wedded Miss Frances Bush, a 
and is also a member of Lodge, No. 1868, sister of the noted Dl-. George Bush. The 
M. W. A*. and the Court of Honor. He subject of this review was the eldest of their 
has won for himself a host of friends in five children. He acquired his early educa- 
Fairmount and belongs to the class of wide- tion in the Empire state and fitted himself 
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for college but did not pursue a collegiate 
course. Instead he entered upon his business 
career, kconling a salesman in a hardware 
store in FVellsville, n'ew York, where he was 
employed a t  the time the Civil war was in- 
augurated. With patriotic spirit he re- 
sponded to his country's call for aid, enlist- 
ing in the First Sew York Dragoons, as the 
regiment was then known. For three and 
one-half years he remained at the front. 
Joining the army as a prix-ate. his meritori- 
ous conduct on the field of battle \\-on him 
promotion and he \\-as mustered out with 
the rank of first lieutenant. participating in 
a number of important engagements. includ- 
ing the battles of IVinchester. IVashington 
Courthouse and the Iiildemess and \\-as at 
Appomattox when General Lee surrendered 
his sword to General Grant and thus prac- 
tically terminated the war. He  acted as an 
aide on the staff of a cavalry general and was 
alu-ays most loyal and fearless in the dis- 
charge of his duties. He was musterecl out 
in Washington, D. C., and there participated 
in the G r a d  Revie\\;, which was the most 
celebratecl military pageant that has ever 
been seen in the new world, company after 
company of the victorious army marching 
by the place from which the president 
cheered the return of the brave boys in blue. 
His brother, Henry, was also in the service 
and, being captured, was confined in Ander- 
sonville prison for many months, where his 
sufferings ~vere so great that he died three 
weeks after his release. 

Soon after the close of hostilities Mr. 
Yeomans of this revie\\? made his 11-ay west- 
ward to Chicago and was there engaged in 
the hardware business until 1S66. when h( 
came to Danville and entered into partner- 
ship with A. L. JVebster. as proprietor of 
a hardware store. This they conducted for 

some years, after which Mr. Yeomans en- 
gaged in the lumber business up to the time 
of his death, enjoying a large trade, because 
of his capable management, his keen sagac- 
ity in business affairs, his close application 
and his unremitting diligence. 

On the I I th of hlay, 1870, was celebrat- 
ed the marriage of Mr. Yeomans and Miss 
Alice BIerrill. a native of Danrille, and a 
daughter of Guj- 12Ierrill. one of the pioneer 
settlers of this city. Her father \\-as born 
in ~lassachusetts and at an early day located 
in Danville. the year 1835 xitnessing his 
arrival in \\-hat was then a mere hamlet. - -- --- 
frequently visited b? the Indians. He firs. 
engaged in merchandising here and later 
became county surveyor, laying out Inany 
of the farms of this county. Subsequently 
he was elected probate judge and held the 
office for many years. He n-edded -1nna 
Kingsbury, a sister of the Rev. Enoch 
Kingsbury. a celebrated divine of the early 
days xl-ho established the Presbyterian 
church at Danrille. Unto Judge 3Ierrill 
and his wife \\-ere born tn-o children. but 
one died in infancy, 111rs. Yeomans being 
the younger. The Judge was a Republican 
in politics and a very strong and influential 
man in his party at the time \\-hen Lincoln, 
Davis and Sweet \\-ere noted actors on the 
political stage, and of all these men he \\-as 
a warn1 personal friend. He  died in 1867 
and his wife passed a\\-ay in IS.;,;. L-nto 
Mr. and IIrs. Yeonlans were born five chil- 
dren : Frances. n-110 is a teacher in the high 
school of Sandusk-, Ohio : Edith 31. : Ruth; 
George 31.. who is connected with the IVes- 
tern Brick Companj-: and H e l i ~ .  who is 
now a student in the high school. 

3lr. 1-eornans was a leading member of 
the Presbyterian church to which his wide;.; 

also belongs and for many years he sen-ed 
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as one of the elders. In politics he 
was a Republican and was a very strong 
-temperance man. He  once served on the 
board of supervisors, but with this excep- 
tion he w-ould never hold ofice. I le  passed 
away January 16, 1897, after an illness of 
a few hours and was laid to rest in Spring- 
hill cemetery. His friends cherished him as 
a man worthy of their utmost confidence and 
regard. In his family he was most devoted 
to the welfare of wife and children and he 
stood as a high type of American citizen- 
ship and chivalry. 

P 

FRANCIS M. ALLHANDS. 

KO public officer of Vermilion county 
was ever more faithful to duty or inore de- 
senring of the unqualified confidence of his 
fellow illen than was Francis M. Allhands, 
and that he was ever loyal to the trust re- 
posed in him is indicated by the fact that 
he was long continued in office by the power 
of popular suffrage. He came to Vermilion 
county in 1543 and his life work was in- 
temoven with business and official ac t i~i ty  
here until he was called to his final rest. 

Mr. Allhands was a native of Vermilion 
co~lnty, Indiana, born January 17, 1832. his 
parents being Andrew and Margaret All- 
hands. They, too, were born in Indiana and 
at  an early day the father came to Illinois, 
purchasing a farm in Blount .to~\;nship. Ver- 
milion county, where he carried 011 agricul- 
tural pursuits until his death. But three of 
their children are now living: Rebecca, 
who resides in Fairbury, Illinoii: Parmelia 
Fredericka, who is also living in this state; 
and Martha, who resides near Moilticello, 
Indiana. The father provided his children 
with good school privileges, their educa- 

tions being pursued in Indiana and in Ver- 
milion county. 

Francis 11. Allhands spent the first 
eleven years of his life in the county of his 
nativity and with his father came to Illi- 
nois. -After completing his education he as- 
sisted his father upon the farm on the old 
home in Rount ton-i~ship and also in Catlin 
to\vnsl~ip. During this time and while yet 
a young man he began to learn the carpen- 
ter's trade and follo~ved it in different parts 
of the state, assisting in the building of 
illany country residences and school houses. 
He was thus associated with the irnprove- 
nlent of the county until his marriage. As 
a companion and helpmate for life's jo~~rney  
he chose Miss Mary J. Hilliary, the wed- 
ding taking place on the 4th of March, 
1858. The lady is a nati~ve of Ohio, born 
September 19, 1836. and a daughter of 
George and Sarah (Freese) Hilliarq.. Her  
father was a native of Ohio and became a n  
early settler of Vermilion county, Illinois. 
He entered land from the government in 
Tlanville township, for all of the district 
had not yet been claimed by the white race. 
Upon his farm he resided for many years, 
devoting his attention to agricultural pur- 
suits. He was also a tailor by trade and 
he followed that business for a year in Dan- 
ville, but througho~~t the remainder of his 
life he made his home upon a farm and 
both he and his wife died in Danville town- 
ship. Unto the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. 
-Allhands were born eight children : Orpha, 
now deceased ; Orrilla E., the wife of \V. P. 
Myers, of Danville; Grant TV.. \vl1o has 
also passed away; Nettie 31.. the wife of 
H. TV. Funck, of this city; Luella and Sarah 
W., both deceased; one that died in infancy; 
and Mabel E. 

After his marriage Mr. -4llhands fol- 
lowed carpentering in 'I'ern~ilion county 
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and also carried on farming, being thus 
engaged until after the breaking out of the 
Civil war, \vl;hen in Septenlber, 1861, he 
enlisted for three years' service as a mem- 
ber of Company E, thirty-fifth Regiment 
of Illi~iois Volunteers. He  was in many 
hard fought battles of importance, includ- 
ing the engagements of hlissionary Ridge, 
Chickamauga and Pea Ridge. I11 the last 
named he was wounded by a bullet in the 
left leg and he was in the hospital from May 
until Septeniber. His wife being sent for, 
quickly ~iiatle her way to his side, nursing 
him back to life, but it was found necessary 
to amputate his leg and lie \vas thus left 
a cripple for life. Eeing then b ro~~gh t  home 
he received an honorable discharge in Jan- 
uary, 186j. 

I t  was impossible for him afterward to 
do l~artl ~vork ant1 Ile was electetl to the 
office of assessor anrl collector of Catlin 
to\vnshil>, filling that position until I 869. 
He then left the iarm runt1 removetl to Dan- 
ville, \\-here lie \vas electetl county treasurer 
of Verniilic.)!i cciunty ant1 i l l  tliat ofice he 
servetl for n nuti~ber o i  terms. tliscliarging 
his tiuties \vit!i nlar!ietl cai~ability, proml)t- 
ness ant1 fi(lelit!-. L-pon his retirement 
iron1 t l~e  ~,ositir,n lie ditl ~a r ious  kitltls of 
office 11-ork i l l  IIanville utitil his later years, 
\\-lien lie retirecl to pri\-ate liie ;illd restetl 
ill t l ~ e  enjoyment of tlie fruits o f  his former 
tcil until calletl to  Iiis ti11:11 Ilome on the 3tl 
of Septem1)er. 1898. In  pr~litic..; lie \v;ls ;i 

. . 
stanch Republican. j i~ \.lng ;L firm siipl,;lrt 
tci the principles oi the part>-. l l e  was re- 
gartled as one oi the must ~~romirlent citi- 
zens of Dan\-ille ant1 ha(l ;I \.cry \vide nc- 

quaintance a t~ ic~i~g  c~c ,lintl; t dticials. Tlis 
irientls. too, were :lumerous atit1 rn;Lny ?lave 
espressetl a n-is11 that his liie recort? he 
recorded o n  the pages oi this \vork. ' r I i 5  

\vido~v is a n1ei11i)er of the Kimher hlethml- 

ist Episcopal cliurch. of Danville, and she 
and her daughter now reside in her beauti- 
ful home at Xo. 330 Harmon avenue. She . 
is also the olvner of other residence prop- 
erty in Dailville. The name of Mr. All- 
hands deserves to be inscribed high up011 
the role of honor of the soldiers of the Civil 
a .  He made a great sacrifice for his 
country, yet he made it willingly because he 
believed in tlie L~liotl and wished to aid in 
its preservation. In times of peace lie was 
equally faithful to the old flag and the cause 
it represented. and his loyalty to his farnily 
and friends \vas also one of his niarked 
characteristics. 

Dr. Jlicliael is one of the native sons oi 
l'ermilion county. his l>irtli having occurrecl 
in Oak~vootI to\vnsliip -\ugust 4, 1875. Hi3 
paterii:~l grantltatl~e~., Robert 3lichael. was 
one o f  tlie Iio~lorerl piotleers of this section 
o f  the state. locating i l l  Vermilion cr)ulity 
\vllen tlie It~(lians still iilhal~itetl this rlis- 
trict. T4e catnc ir0111 R(~)~~evi l le ,  Iie~ltuck\-. 
ant1 \vas a soti of Jol111 Jl ichael. a 11;ltive o f  
Scot1;mcl. \vlio.  on crossing the .\tl;\litic 11 1 

.\ilieric;i. 11 ~c;lte(l in Sc 11itll C';~rolit~;i. .\iter 
I,ei~ig 1)resl;eil i l l t o  11;~1-;li service :un~l -erving 
f l u -  li it eel1 !e;lr.;. Iic t~~;rii;~g:.eil t o  esr:ll)e irom 
tlic I<t~glisl~ \\.at- vessel. 1)uriiig all tliat 
time lie hat1 never set if , I  I p i i  l:!rlll \\-it111 but he- 
i t  t e l l  I ; r .  \ t  Ic~lgtll. \vllt'l 

tlnc l<e\.olutiollnry \\-;ti- \\.;t.; i11au.y1irateci. he 
~il; i i i ;~,~e~I t , )  o l ~ t ; l i ~ ~  11i.i i reeflo~i~ in  ,111 TZilg 

li511 5cr\.itrrtle anti enii.\tirlg in the C'c,l(,lli;ll 
:lriljJ, Ile ser1,erl ut~(ler (;e~ler;ll 11-ashin,qton. 
fixliting for tlle catise oi  .\ineric:lin intle- 
~'enrletice. Rolxrt Jlichael. the grantliather 
of our subject. ~iiarrietl a lady who was a 
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granddaughter of John Rutledge, of South 
Carolina, one of the signers of the Declara- 
Gon of Independence. 
. James K. hIichael, the father of our sub- 
ject, ?as born in Vermilion county, Illinois, 
and after arriving at years of maturity he 
wedded Mary Burton, also a native of this 
county, her parents removing from southern 
IndI-ana -to Pilot, Illinois. They were among 
the early settlers of this county. James K. 
and Mary (Burton) Michael were married 
in Oakwood to~vnship and the father there 
engaged in farming. Through many years 
he carried on that business with excellent 
success and then with a handsome compet- 
ence he retired to private life, his present 
home being in Pilot, Illinois. In politics 
he is a Democrat and has held a number of 
township offices. In his family were seven 
children : J. T., an attorney of Danville, who 
married Rose Ohmke; the Doctor; Delia, 

'who died at the age of seventeen years ; Ber- 
tha, who is a teacher in the public schools of 
this c o ~ ~ n t y ;  Chester, James and Van, who 
reside with their parents. 

Dr. Michael first attended the Newtown 
district school and afterward became a stu- 
dent in the Normal School at Normal, Illi- 
nois. He next went to Lyons county, Ion-a 
where he studied under a preceptor until he 
entered the University of Indianapolis, 
there pursuing a medical course. He was 
graduated March 29, 1898, and located in 
Muncie on the 25th of April of the same 
year. Here he has succeeded in gaining a 
most lucrative practice because of his thor- 
ough understanding of the principles of 
medical science and his correct application 
of his knowledge to the needs of suffering 
humanity. 

On the 31st of- December, 1899, in Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, the Doctor wedded Miss Alice 

Pricer, who was born in Vernlilion county, 
January I, 1877, a daughter of James and 
Arminta (Abbott) Pricer, both of whom 
.were natives of Ohio and were there mar- 
ried. Mr. Pricer is also a farmer and in 
1869 he came to Vermilion county, locating 
west of Fithian, in Oakwood to\\-nship, 
close to the county line. There he pur- 
chased a good farm, which he continued to 
successfully cultivate for ten years. He then 
removed to Potomac, Illinois, where he 
lived for seventeen years. Here he also en- 
gaged in farming. His next home was es- 
tablished in Muncie, where both he and his 
wife resided until the spring of 1903, when 
they purchased a farm on the outskirts of 
Rossville, where they now reside. A Re- 
p~iblican in politics, he has held a number 
of township offices. He is a valued mem- 
ber of the Grand Army of the Rqublic. He 
served for four years in the Civil war, hav- 
ing enlisted in an Ohio regiment. He was 
in the campaign of the Carolinas, went with 
Sherman on his celebrated march to the 
sea. and at one time was captured by Quan- 
trell's band and sent home. He then re-en- 
listed as a member of Con~pany F. Eighty- 
first Ohio Infantry, and with that command 
served throughout the remainder of the 
war. 1,frs. Pricer had two uncles who were 
soldiers in the war of 1812. Mrs. Michael 
belongs to a family of ten children : Charles 
A., who married Etta Possee, and resides 
in illahornet, this state; Luella, the wife of 
Lovette Williams, of Ambia. Indiana ; John 
L.. who married Dora Tomm and resides 
in El Paso, Illinois; Nancy, the wife of C. 
C. Young, of Oak~vood; Artie, the wife of 
Thomas Reynolds, of Rossville, Illinois ; 
Alice. the wife of the Doctor; George, 
Thoinas and Clara, who are at home; and 
Clyde, who died at the age of four months. 
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Dr. Michael belongs to the Vermilion 
County Medical Association and through 
extensive reading and study he keeps well 
informed concerning the progress made by 
the profession. His specialty is the treat- 
ment of the diseases of \\-omen and children: 
and in this branch he has been very suc- 
cessful. One of his most noten-ortlq- cases 
was the saving of the life of a woman who 
was shot through the lungs. She still lives 
although she carries the bullet. The Coc- 
tor has been exceptionally successf~~I in his 
surgical work. This is due to his accurate 
knou-ledge of anatomy and his understand- 
ing of the component parts of' the body, 
combined with masterly skill in handling 
his instruments of surgery and his coolness 
and deliberation in trying circumstances 
H e  is examiner for the Court of Honor, for 
the Modem Woodmen of America, and the 
Mutual Life Insurance Coinpanq-, of Neu 
York. H e  belongs to the Modern IVood- 
men Camp and in his political views he is 
a Prohibitionist. The Doctor possesses su- 
perior musical ability and is a proficient per- 
former on the violin, mandolin, guitar. 
clarionet, and cornet. T o  some estent lie 
has engaged in teaching music, and his abil- 
ity in this direction makes him very popular 
in musical and social circles. The public 
and the profession accord him prominence 
in the ranks of the medical fraternity. whilc 
his genial manner and sterling worth ha\-€ 
gained for him many friends in social life. 

W. J. PAYNE. 

For six years \IT. J. Payne has occupied. 
the position of assistant postmaster of Dan- 
ville and now practically has control of the 

- 

office. in I\-hich the 1-olume of business has 
largely increased during recent years. H e  
was born in Vigo count?-, Indiana, _April 
10. 1855, and is the second son of ,illen 
F. Paq-ne, who carried on general merchan- 
dise in Clay county and died there. 11;. J. 
Payne of this review acquired his early edu- 
cation in the public schools and aftern-ard 
attended Grafton Serninaq-, at  Staunton, 
Indiana. In connection with his brother he 
became the 011-ner of some coal lands and 
\\-as engaged in the coal business for a num- 
ber of years. On the espiration of that 
period he went to Texas and was overseer 
on a cotton plantation for tu-o pears, this 
sojourn in the south being made in the hope 
of benefitting his health. Returning to Bra- 
zil. Indiana, he secured a position with the 
Singer PIIanufacturing Company. first trav- 
eling on a wagon and afterward as special 
agent. In August, 1879. he removed to 
Rockville, Indiana. where he was again 
connected with the Singer Company. In 
July. 1887. he came to Dan\-ille, where for 
four years he occupied a position with the 
Illinois Printing Company, after which he 
beca~ne connected with the Dan\-ille K'el~s, 
sen-ing as its business manager for eight 
years. On the 27th of March. 1897, he u-as 
appointed assistant postn~aster 'by \IT. R. 
Jeu-ell, and is now serving in his sisth year 
under that gentleman. During this long 
period he has become thorougl~ly familiar 
with the office in every detail and practically 
has charge at this time. During the last 
s is  years the business of the office has nearly 
doubled and the office force has been cor- . 
respondinglp increased. D a n d l e  has been 
made a depositav for postal money order 
funds and nine rural routes have been es- 
tablished, Mr. Payne being largely instru 
mental in this. 
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On August 19, 1879, he was married to 
Rachel A. Oliver, who was born June 13, 
1859. Of this union nine children were 
born, seven of whom are living: William 
A., born October 28, 1881 ; Gertrude, born 
January 26, 1884; Frank, born May 18, 
1886 ; Harry, born September 12, 1888 ; 
George O., born February 28, 1894; Isabel, 
born July 26, 1896 ; and Joseph C., born 
September A, 1900. 

Mr. Payne is a member of the Modern 
Woodmen of -America, and is a charter 
member of Lodge No. 254, the first organ- 
ized in Vermilion county. His political 
views are in accord with the principles of 
the Republican party and for eight years he 
has been a member of the county central 
committee and was chairman of the Dan- 
ville to~vnship committee, in 1898. when the 
township was \van for the Republican party. 
That for 1vhicl.l the community stallds chief- 
ly indebted to him is his inarketl fidelity to 
duty and his escellent esecutil-e ability com- 
bined with an accurate. farsightetl knowl- 
edge of men and affairs ~vl~ich constit~~tes 
him naturally ail eminent assistant in large 
enterprises. 

GEORGE 11'. PR-ITHER. 

George 11.. Prather, I\-110 is no\v en- 
gaged in agricultural pursuits ailtl siock- 
raising o\vns a valuable farm of tn-o llun- 
dred and seventy acres locatetl in Ross 
and Grant to\vnships. He has placed his 
land under a \-erJ- high state of cultivation 
and has added to his farm all modenl equip- 
ments and accessories so that it is to-day 
a 1-aluable place nilcl in its neat a id  thrifty 
appearance ifidicates to the passerby the 
careful snpen-ision of the owner. 

Mr. Prather is a native son of Vermilion 
county, his birth having occurred here on 
the 15th of March, 1845. His father, 
Uriah Prather, \\-as born in Kentucky in 
182 I,  while the grandfather, Jonathan 
Prather, was a native of Virginia. The 
family comes of German ancestry and the 
first of the name to emi-grate from the fa- 
therland to America settled in Pamsyl- 
vania. In pioneer times of Virginia the 
family was also established in that state 
and Jonathan Prather removed from the 
Old Dominion to Kentucky, becoming one 
of the first settlers of Bath county. He 
was one of nine brothers and three sisters 
who became residents of the Blue Grass 
state. Subsequently the grandfather of our 
subject removed to Illinois, settling 11ei-e in 
the year of the Black Hawk war-1832. 
He took up his abode near the present city 
of Danville and was one of the first to es- 
tablish a l~oille in this locality. Later he 
reilloved across the state line into Indiana, 
his 110111e being in Veril~ilioi~ county, that 
state, and there he opened up a fat11 which 
he cultivated and impro~ecl. Ey trade, 
hen-ever. Ile -\\-as a cai~inet-maker, and after 
establishit?g his home in Intliana he was 
en~ployed in i-uaking the seats for the oltl 
Union chapel on the Prairie~ille road. 

crial~ Frather. the father of our sub- 
ject. \\-as reared to inanhoot1 in \-ennilion 
county, Indiana, and \\-as there married to 
Sarah Ritter. \\ho \\-as boi-11 in Lai~caster 
cotmt?. Pennsyl\-ania. a tlaugllter of John 
Ritter. 1-Ie remol-ecl from the Keystone 
state to 011io. n-he~e both he and his wife 
spent their retnaining days. During her 
chiltlhootl 311-5. l'rather came to lllinois 
\\-it11 a cou~in a ~ ~ d  was reared here. For 
four or fi\-e !-ears the father of our subject 
engagetl in farnlirlg near Dan\-ille and then 
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removed to a farm two and one-half miles 
east of Rossville, in the fall of 1550, pur- 
chasing more than four hundred acres of 
land, which he broke and improved, his 
richly cultivated fields in time yielding to 
him golden harvests. He  died while in the 
prime of life, passing away in January-, 
1555, at the age of thirty-two years and 
eleven months. Mrs. Prather survived him 
and reared her family of six children, five 
sons and a daughter, all of whom are yet 
living with the exception of one son. 

George W. Prather of this review was 
the eldest and in the county of ,his nativity 
he was reared, pursuing a common-school 
education, althougl~ his advantages in that 
direction were somewhat limited, for his 
services were needed to carry on the work 
of the home farm. 111 July, 1863, he offered 
his aid to the government for a one hundred 
days' service, and joined Company -1 of the 
Seventy-first Illinois Infantry, \\-it11 which 
he went south to Cairo and joined the West- 
ern army. He \\-as engaged in guarding 
I-ail road and govern~nent property ant1 later 
was in Kentucky until the expiration of his 
term of service, \vl-hen he received an lion- 
oi-able discharge in Chicago in October. 
1862. Froin the age of seventeen years he 
has depended upon his @\I-n resources for 
a 1i1-ing and all that he possesses has been 
acquired in this \\-aJr. For several years 
he was largely engaged in stock-raising. 

-As a companion and helpmeet on the 
journey of life Mr. Yrather chose Miss 
CJ-nthia -A. Beel~e, their ~\-edding being cel- 
ebrated ;Ila~- 10. 187 j. The lady was 11or11 
near JVilliamsport. Indiana. and was there 
reared. l l r .  Prather secured eighty acres 
of ?-a\\- prairie land. I\-hich he broke ant1 
fenced. and the early spring plon ing and 
planting \\;as iollo~ved by good hnrvests in 
the autumn. He also rented other land 

2 1 

XI-hich he operated and as his financial re- -\ 

sources increased 11e b u g h t  more land from 
time to time until he has to-day three farms 
in the same neighborhood, comprising two 
hundred and seventy-seven acres of \-aha- 
ble land, on which are three sets of farm 
buildings. He has tiled and fenced his land, 
has added all modern equipments and now 
has a very desirable property which returns 
to him a good income. In connection with 
the cultivation of the cereals. best adapted 
to the soil and climate, he makes a specialty 
of raising, buying. feeding and shipping 
stock. fattening about t\i-o or three carloads 
of cattle and about three carloads of hogs 
each year. He is accounted one of the suc- 
cessful farmers and stock-raisers of the 
county and certainly desen-es all the pros- 
perity that has come to him. 

The home of 3Ir. and 3Irs. Prather has 
been blessecl with three children. ?.Iary is 
the \vile of Xndre\v A. hIiller, a farmer of 
this county. and they have one son. Harold. 
Carrie is the wife of Louis Mouery. a mer- 
chant of Ross\-ille, and they have one son, 
Clarence -4. -\lkrt. the youngest, is at 
home. In 1893 Mr. Prather l>urchased 
~>rol~erty ant1 built a neat residence in Ross- 
ville, \\-here he has since made his home 
and fro111 this point he superintends his 
farming ant1 stock-raising interests. Politi- 
cally he is a stanc!l Kel>ublican, a l tho~~gh 
he \\-as reared in the faith of the Demo- 
cratic party. He cast his first presidential 
l~allot for General L-. S. Grant in 1868. but 
hat1 pre\-ions1~- 1-oted for Joseph Cannon for 
congress. He 1x1s never sought nor I\-ould 
he accept political office. preierring that his 
attention should be ,given to his business af- 
fairs. His n-ife is a member of the Chris- 
tian church. 

During lift!--seven years. col-ering the 
period of his entire life. he has witnessed 
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the wonderful growth and advancement of 
this portion of Illinois. . He lived here when -- the country was so new that deer and other 
wild e r n e  were to be seen and the farmers 
had to watch very closely in order to keep 
the wild geese and cranes from eating the 
young crops. Great changes have since oc- 
curred as civilization has advanced, popula- 
tion increased and the work of improve- 
ment and development been carried forward 
by a progressive and contented people who 
have made the county one of the richest 
a,gricultural districts of the state, while its 
towns and villages have taken on metropol- 
itan proportions and have become imbued 
with all the industrial and commercial ac- 
tivity known to the older east. Both Mr. 
Prather and his wife are highly esteemed 
in the community and have many friends 
who will be glad to read the record of their 
lives in this volume. 

i 
FRANK E. KESPLER. 

This 1%-ell-known druggist of George- 
town is a man whose sound common sense 
and vigorous, able management of his af- 
fairs have been important factors in his suc- 
cess and with his undoubted integrity of 
character have given him an honorable posi- 
tion among his fellow men. For twenty- 
four years he has been a resident of Ver- 
milion county, and throughout his active 
business life has been identified with its co111- 
mercial interests. 

Mr. Kespler was born $n Perrysville. 
Indiana, November 19, 1869, and is a son 
of E. C. and Anna P. (Neigenfind Kes- 
pler, both natives of Germany, the former 
born in the Hessian province and the latter 

- in the Schlesien Province. In early life they 

came to the United States and were inar- 
ried in Danville, Illinois, in 1865. Remov- 
ing to Indiana, the father purchased a farin 
adjoining the city of Perrysville, where he 
follou-ed agricultural pursuits throughout 
the renlainder of his life, dying there No- 
vember 27, 1878. His funeral was under 
the auspices of the United Brethren and was 
attended by a large number of friends and 
acquaintances 1~110 gathered to pay 
their last tribute of respect to their fel- 
lo\\- townsman. He 1vas a prominent man 
of his township and was highly respected 
and esteemed by all xi-110 knew him. In pol- 
itics he was an ardent Republican and took 
cluite an active part in local politics, though 
he \]-as never an office seeker. 

After her husband's death Mrs. Kespler 
rented the farm and returned to Danville, 
Illinois. to make her home ~vith her parents. 
She had four children, namely: Mary I., 
nou* the wife of Louis Steck, a farmer of 
Ogden. Illinois; Frank E.; Anna K., wife 
of H. L. Schmidt. who is co~lducting a meat 
ixarket in Dan~ille; and 11;. F., who mar- 
ried ,May IVill, a datlgl~ter of Henry l17ill 
of Danville, and is no~v clerking for the Bell 
Clothiers of that city. 

Frank E. Kespler began his education 
in the public schools of Perrysville, Indi- 
ana. and later attended the city schools of 
Danville, Illinois, being only nine years of 
age on the reinol-a1 of the family to the lat- 
ter city. Idaying aside his text books at the 
age of fourteen he entered the drug store of 
E. C. IVinslon-. of Danville. as an appren- 
tice. and after five years spent there he 
matriculated at the Illinois College of P11ar- 
macy in Chicago. where he completed the 
prescribed course. He then took the ex- 
amination before the state board of phar- 
macy. and passing it satisfactorily he ac- 
cepted a position as managing druggist of 
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the T. R. Davis drug store at Hinckley, Illi- 
nois, where he remained two years and a 
half. He  was next in the employ of Arthur 
Esslinger, a druggist of Danville, for a lit- 
tle over two years, and on resigning that 
position he purchased the drug store of 
Donnelly & Shepherd, at Germanto\$-n, 
which he conducted for a year. He then 
removed his stock to the McCusker block. 
KO. 40 Jackson street, Danville, and after 
two years spent at that place removed to the 
corner of Main and Hazel streets, at which 
point he carried on business for three years 
and a half. He then sold out to U. J. Over- 
man, and in October, 1900, opened his pres- 
ent up-to-date drug store in Georgeton-n, 
where he is now carrying on business with 
most gratifying success. He  makes some- 
Ivhat of a specialty of putting up physicians' 
prescriptions and family recipes. Besides 
the best line of drugs and patent medicines, 
he handles paints, oils, turpentine, putty, 
window glass, stationery, cigars, tobacco. 
etc. 

On the 16th of May, 1894, Mr. Kespler 
was united in marriage to Miss Lydia M. 
Pracl~t, a daughter of John G. and Rosa 34. 
(Schmidt) Pracht. The father, ~vho  was 
a native of Germany, is now deceased, and 
the mother is now the wife of Joshua Schec- 
ter. a liveryman of Georgeton-n. Unto our 
subject and his wife has been born one child, 
Blanche Esther, now seven years of age. 
The family is one of prominence in George- 
town. standing high in social circles. 

. Politically Mr. Kespler is identified with 
the Republican party but takes no active 
part in politics aside from voting. though 
he is interested in good government. Fra- 
ternally he is a member of Ionian Lodge. Yo. 
502, I<. P., of Georgetown; ~Veltonomah 
Tribe, No. 120, I. 0. R. M., of JVestville: 

and Georgeton-n Camp, No. 188, &I. Lv. A. 
He  may well be classed among *he self-made 
men of his adopted county, for his success 
in life is due entirely to his own well directed 
and energetic efforts. His store is a model 
of neatness. and 113th his thorough Eno~vl- 
edge of the business and affable manner he 
is sure to meet with success XI-herever he 
may go. 

w e  
- .  

J. F. IlcCOl-. - 
Comparatively fen- of the citizens of 

the Union have attained eminence in affairs 
of state or in military circles, but the field 
of business is limitless and the man of ability 
in his chosen calling can alivays win success 
if he but guides his efforts by correct busi- 
ness principles. Mr. McCoy chose as a life 
work the profession of the architect and 
builder. He  thoroughly mastered the busi- 
ness both in principle and in detail and thus 
11-ell equipped for his calling he has become 
a factor in the building interests of Vermil- 
ion county. gaining for himself a reputation 
that is second to none in his line in this part 
of the state. 

-4 native of Pennsylvania. Mr. 3lcCoy 
was born in Carlisle, that state. Jul?- 2.  1819. 
his parents being Joshua and Eliza (McCar- 
rol) 3lcCoy. both of 11-horn are natives of 
the Keystone state and were there married. 
The father was a shoemaker and continued 
to reside in Pennsylvania until called to his 
final rest in the year 1576. His wife passed 
away the year pre~ious. In his political 
affiliations 1Ir. bIcCoj- \\-as a Democrat. In 
his family were twelve children. eight of 
whom are yet living: Sarah. the widom- of 
Jonathan Etter. a resident of Shippensburg, 
Pennsylvania; William, 15-ho resides in Car- 
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lisle, Pennsylvania; Margaret the widow of 
Samuel Pystle and a resident of Roxbury, 
Pennsylvania; Ellen, the wife of William 
Keifer, of Chambersburg, Pennsylvania ; J.. 
Keifer, of Chambersburg, Pennsylvania ; 
David, who is residing in Newville, 
Pennsylvania; J. F., of this review; 
Archer, whose home is in Newburg, 
Pennsylvania; and Daniel, who is re- 
siding in Blount township, Vermilion 
county, Illinois. Those who have passed 
away are as follows: Rosanna be- 
came the wife of John LVolf, and after his 
death married Mr. Burkholter, who is also 
now deceased. By her first union she had 
one child, Samuel Wolf, who now resides in 
Kirhvood, Illinois. By the second marriage 
there 1%-as one daughter, Ella, who is mar- 
ried and resides in Pennsylvania. Joshua 
died at  the age of eighteen years, being ac- 
cidentally poisoned through eating pie while 
serving his country in the Civil war, being 
at  that time with McClellan on the march 
to Richmond. Lacy became the wife of 
\liilliam McMullen, who resides in Oak- 
ville, Pennsylvania, and died leaving three 
children. Rebecca was also married and 
is now deceased. She resided near Stouchs- 
toll-n, Pennsylvania, and had one child. 

J. F. EIcCoy, whose name introduces 
this record, attended the district school near 
Carlisle, Pennsylvania, and when only six- 
teen years of age he became a teamster in 
the Civil war, acting in that capacity in 
Pennsylvania. IYhen seventeen years of 
age he began learning the carpenter's trade. 
serving a three years' apprenticeship. In 1872 
he came west, locating first at Stateline, In- 
diana. where he resided for eleven months. 
He then removed to Danville and has since 
been an active factor in the business affairs 
of this city. . 

In the meantime he had married, hav- 
ing on the 7th of March, 1870, near Carlisle. 
Pennsylvania, wedded Miss Martha J. Gib- 
bons, who was born in Perry county, Penn- 
sylvania, January 13, 18j I. She was a 
daughter of David and Mary (Smith) Gib- 
bons, both of whom were natives of Perry 
county, where they were married, locating 
then in Blaine. Her father was a black- 
smith and resided in the county of his na- 
tivity 11nti1 his death, which occurred about 
1858. His wife long survived him, passing 
away in 1891. In their family \\-ere five 
children, of whom four are yet living: l/lrs. 
McCoy; Kate, the lvife of Edward Hawk, 
of Danville; Reuben, who is also living in 
this city; and David, I\-110 makes his home 
near Canton, Ohio. The marriage of Mr. 
and Mrs. McCoy has been blessed wit11 six 
children : Clarence, who married Anna 
Clark and resides in Danville, where he is 
follotving carpentering and contracting; 
Myrtle, the wife of Robert Kinningham, of 
Danville; Kate, the wife of Harry Conno- 
very of this city, by \vhom she has one child, 
Edna; &Jay, who is an architect in her fath- 
er's office; Ethel and Harold, at home with 
their parents. 

In 1873 Mr. McCoy began business in 
Danville, since ~ ~ h i c h  time he has engaged 
in contracting and in doing architectural 
work. I-Ie devotes his time largely to the 
latter branch of his business and to superin- 
tencling the construction of buildings. He 
has erected or assistecl in building Illany of 
the finest stractures of this city. irlcluding 
the o p q  house: the First llethodist Epis- 
copal church: St. Patrick's Catholic c11u1-ch. 
St. Jilnry's :\cademy; the Daniels building. 
He remoclelecl the First Yational Bank 
building: built the Danville high school: 
Lincoln, Franklin and Grant schools: also 
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the First Church of Christ; the Lincoln 
street church; the Methodist EpiscopaI 
church at Vermilion Heights; the Greer 
College and the public school, of Hoope- 
ston, the Methodist Episcopal church of 
Hoopeston and at  least fourteen business 
blocks there; the JIethodist Episcopal 
church at Catlin; the catholic school at  
1Vest1-ille; the Baptist church at Side11 : and 
the public school there. He  is non- engaged 
on the construction of the Cul~lberland Pres- 
byterian church in Dan\-ille, the Presbyter- 
ian church in Fithian : and the public library 
of Dandle .  He has erected not less than 
one hundred of the business blocks of this 
city and one hundred of its best residences. 
besides hundreds of attractive homes in the 
county. He  is one of the m.ost widely known 
architects and contractors of this part of 
the state. The beauty of the designs which 
he makes, cornbilled with his excellei~t work- 
rnanship manifested in the execution of a 
contract, have made hinl an important fac- 
tor in the progress and improl-ement as well 
as the adorn~nent of Vermilion countj-. He 
has offices at No. 305 First National Bank 
Building. 

Mr. b1cCoy is a strong temperance man 
and his views on this subject are embodied 
in the political support, XI-hich he gives to 
the Prohibition party. He  is also a mem- 
ber of the Methodist Episcopal church. He 
has gained for himself the confidence and 
respect of the entire community in \\-hich 
he lives by his honorable. straightfonl-arc! 
career. We read of the lives of the heroes 
of the past and they not only prove of his- 
torical interest but sen-e to inspire and en- 
courage us. yet we need not go to former 
days for examples that are worthy of emu- 
lation. The men of to-day- n-ho have won 
distinction and honorable success equal in 

exemplary traits of character those 11-ho 
have passed away- and the life record of Xr. 
hIcCoy may well prove of great benefit if 
we 11-ill but heed the obvious leisons \\-hicli 
it contains. 

- .  

CHARLES B. H-ART. 

The large concourse of people I-,-ho gath- 
ered to pay their last tribute of respect and 
love to Charles B. Hart \\-hen his remains 
were interred in Spring Hill cemetery, 
spoke eloquently of the place he had held 
in the affections of those with 11-horn he was 
associated. Seldom within the history of 
Danville has there been brought together on 
a similar occasion such a Iarge number of 
people. The deepest regret throughout the 
comnlunity was felt, for RIr. Hart had en- 
deared himself to all. He n-as pleasant, 
frank and jovial in manner and had gained 
a host of warm friends. Certainly he should 
be classed among the representative men of 
this city and upon the pages of the history 
of Vermilion c o ~ ~ n t y  his life record deserves 
a place. 

 IT. Hart \\-as bonl in ;\Iooresville. In- 
c-liana. May 28, 1859, and is a son of Rich- 
ard and Emma Leah (Farrend)' Hart. The 

'father n-as a n a t i ~ e  of Virginia and his 
father Isas of German birth. while John 
Farrentl. the maternal grandfather of our 
subject. was of Scotch-Irish lineage and 
was a farmer by occupation. Mrs. Hart 
was born in Cincinnati. in A\-hich city her 
xllarriage was celebrated. There the father 
of our subject worked at the carriage-build- 
ing trade and subsequently carried on the 
same business a t  IIooresville. Indiana. re- 
maining there for a time, or  until he took 
up his abode in Terze Haute, that state. 
In the last named place he was estensively 
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engaged in the carriage manufacturing 
business. In 1871 he came to Danville, 
where he embarked in stair-building, and he 
is now superintendent of the turning de- 
partment in the JVatson Planing Mill, oc- 
cupying the position at the age of eighty 
years. Such a life record of usefulness and 
activity should put to shame many a man 
who, grown weary of the burdens and re- 
sponsibilities of a business care&, would 
relegate to others the work which he should 
perform. About fotlrteen years ago Mrs. 
Hart passed away. In the family were 
seven children, but only three are now liv- 
ing: -Alice, the wife of L. B. Wolf, who 
resides at  No. 16 Fremont street, in Dan- 
ville; Jesse, of Homer, Illinois; and Ran- 
dolph, of Lafayette, Indiana. 

Charles B. Hart acquired his early edu- 
cation in the schools of Terre Haute, Indi- 
ana, and of Danville, Illinois, having come 
to the latter city when a youth of ten years. 
On leaving the schoolroom he began learn- 
ing the trade of a painter, paper hanger and 
decorator, and became so expert in this line 
of work that his skill was equalled by few 
in this part of the state. He soon left the 
ranks of a journeyman to become a con- 
tractor in the b~lsiness. and in his industrial 
career he prospered, his patronage becom- 
ing so extensive as to enable him to employ 
a number of men. Large and important 
contracts were awarded him by reason of 
the escellence and attractiveness of the 
work, and as the years passed he gradually 
acquired a competence. 

In his political vi,e\vs Mr. Hart was an 
earnest Republican who belietyed firmly in 
the principles of the party, but refused to 
hold office. Fraternally he was connected 
with the Modern Woodmen of America, 
the Court of Honor, the Royal Americans, 
the Royal Circle and the Fraternal Army 

and he was a consistent and helpful mem- 
ber of the Methodist church. 

On the 24th of June, 1856, at the resi- 
dence of Congressman Joseph G. Cannon, 
in whose family the lady had lived for twen- 
ty-three years, Mr. Hart was united in 
marriage to Miss Lizzie A. McIntyre, who 
was born in Montreal, Canada, September 
22, 1859. Her father, Samuel McIntyre, 
also a native of Canada, \%-as of French an- 
cestry, a son of Samuel &~lcIntyre, who was 
born in France and carried on merchandis- 
ing in Canada. He married Agnes Hays, 
who was born in the same country, a daugh- 
ter of LtTilliam Hays, who was of Scotch 
birth. Their marriage was celebrated in 
Montreal, Canada, and Mr. RIcIntyre fol- 
lowed the carpenter's trade there until 1862, 
when he renioved to Camargo, Douglas 
county, Illinois, where he engaged in con- 
tracting ancl building. Subsequently he took 
up his abode in Tuscola. IIlinois, u-here he 
resided for many years and then went to 
Hammond, Illinois, where his last clays 
were passed. He erected many public build- 
ings, residences, schools and churches, 
which still stand as n~oiiuments to his skill 
and enterprise. In his political views a stal- 
wart Republican, he served as constable and 
filled various toivnshiy offices. taking an 
active part in political affairs. He held 
membership in the Presbyterian church and 
died in that faith October 14, 1891. his re- 
mains being then interred in the cemetery 
at Camargo, Illinois. His ~vife had passed 
away \\-he11 Mrs. Hart was but fi1-e years of 
age. In the fanlily were three sons and 
three daughters : John, \\-I10 resides in Tus- 
cola, Illinois: LiTillian~, of Hammond. Illi- 
nois ; Mrs. Hart; Samuel, who is in the 
west; Martha, the wife of Charles Combs, 
of Denver, Colorado; and Jennie. the de- 
ceased wife of Christopher Cross, who re- 
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sided in Tuscola, this state, and left two FRED H. XYERS. 
children-Harry E., who is married and 2 
lives in Tuscola ; and Agnes, who is a singer Fred H. Xyers is extensively engaged 
of that place! Mr. and Mrs. Hart became in real-estate dealing in Hoop ton ,  largely 
the parents of one son and ~ U - O  daughters: operating in farm lands, and his o l ~ ~  in- 
Le \$-as born June 14, 1587, and vestments in property hare been extensive . 
is a member of the class of 1903 of the hidl  and profitable. Mr. -lyres is a native of 
school of Danville; Mabel Helen, ivho was Grundy county. lllinois. born in the rear 
born January 18, 1885, and is now in her 18j0, his parents being n-illiam Henry and 
first year in the high school ; and Gertrude ~ l i ~ ~  J~~~ ( ~ ~ ~ ~ d i ~ ~ )  -lyres. T ~ ~ ~ -  ,\-ere 

n-ho "-" Januaq- '9 1 8 9 ~ ~  and residents of Se\\* Ha\yn, Conllecticut, and 
is now attending the public school. he emigrated west11-ard taking up his abode 

I t  \\-as 011 the jth of -August, I 903. that in Gmndy Illinois, in I s46. On 
the \Iwere I1pon to mourn the both sides $Ir. -Ayres conies of Englisl1 an- 
loss of the husband and father, who passed cestry- The AAJ-res and Benedict families 
a'uay On date and lvas laid to rest in were founded in the nelv prior to the 

the his RevolLltionary lvar alld representati\-es o- 
business activity he was enabled to leave 

the latter name have frequently been men- 
his family in comfortable circumstances, 

tioned on the pages of _American history in 
and moreol-er he left to them an untarnished 

connection with affairs of protninence bear- 
name and pleasailt menlories of the many 

ing upon the substantial development and 
happy hours spent in his company, for his 

upbuilding of the nation. Ilrhile residing 
greatest interest centered in his family and he 

in the east the father of our subject engaged considered no sacrifice on his part too great 
in business as a tanner and currier, and after if it \\-ould promote the happiness or enhance 

the welfare of his wife and children. Wher- coming to Illinois he secured a homestead 

ever he went he made friends by reason of in Grundy county \\-here he carried on farm- 

his genial, kindly and syn~pathetic manner. iilg until 1883. In that year he sold his 

He \\.as always good natLlred and jovial property there and Iroquois 

and belonged to that class of citizens Irho ~0~l l l ty .  living Llpoll a farm \\-it11 llis son. F. 

shed around them mucll of the sunshine of H. -l!.res. until 1894- In that )-ear the par- 

life. ellts of our subject canle to 130opeston, 

hirs. Hart is a member of the Fraternal where the mother died in 1Iarcll. 189S- and 

Army, of the Court of Holler. and of the the father in F e b r ~ l q - .  1899. Fred 

Tribe of Bell Har,  and she is like,\-ise a de- -4yres al\\.aj-s resided ~ i t h  his pa ra t s  and 

voted member of the First ~Iethodist Epis- in their declining years. his filial atten- 

copal church. She. too. is widely and fa- tion and regard he repaid then1 for the care 

vorably knoll-n in Danrille and with her and love 11-hich they had lavished upo*.him 

family she resides at So .  437 Outten street. in his J-outb. There \\-as one daughter in 

Her many excellent traits of heart and mind the family. Louvicea. now the l\-ife of the 

are recognized by her many friends and like Rev. Dana Sherrill. a retired C o n V W -  
her honored husband she certainly deserves tional minister of Hoopeston urho at  one 

mention in this I-olume. time engaged in preaching the gospel at  For- 
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rest and at Marshall, Illinois, and afterward 
went to Savannah, Georgia, as superinten- 
dent of the colored schools there. The 
father, William Henry Ayres, was a plain, 
unassuming man, who possessed sterling 
traits of character that brought him the eon- 
fidence and good will of all ivith whom he 
was associated. 

Fred H. Ayres spent his boyhood days. 
with his parents in the pursuit of education. 
His business training was received under the 
direction of his father. H e  assisted in the 
cultivation and improvement of the home 
farm, father and son working together in 
complete harmony. He was married on the 
old home place near Morris, Grundy coun- 
ty, to Miss Mary E. Leach. a native of 
VITheeling, West Virginia, ~ v h o  at an early 
age became a resident of Kendall county. 
Illinois. Both of her parents are now de- 

acres of land in Fulton county. Indiana. 
which is splendidly improved and yields tcl 
him a good financial return. The family 
home is on East Penn street and is a charm- 
ing residence noted for its pIeasing hospital- 
ity. In his social relations Mr. Ayres is a 
Knight of Pythias and politically is a Re- 
publican. He  served for two terms as su- 
pervisor of the township in n-l~ich he \\-as 
reared, but has never been a politician in the 
sense of office seeking. While possessing 
the qualities of a successful business man 
and a desirable social companion, perhaps 
h4r. Ayres' inost strongly marked charac- 
teristic is his unswerving fidelity to duty. 
His private interests must always give way 
to the public good and thus he has become 
honored, esteeilled and distinguished by all 
11-ho have the pleasure of his acquaintance 
or n-110 have met him in a business way. 

ceased. The marriage of the young couple 
A 

was celebrated on the I 5th of January, 1573, - 
and has been blessed with one child, Mary 
L., 1~110 is now the wife of Marion R. Cle- REV. M. TIT. ALISON. 
ments. a music dealer of Hoopeston. ,Mr. 
and Xlrs. -4yres also lost two children in Rev. M. M. Alison, \vllo is now living 
childhood. a retired life in Alvin but for inore than a 

Froin the time of his marriage until quarter of a century was one of the enter- 
1883 Mr. Ayres operated his father's farm. prising and progressive farmers and stock- 
In the latter year the Grundy property 117as 
sold and he removed to Iroquois county, 
settling in Prairie Green ton-nship. He re- 
mained on this place until 1894. The family 
then came to Hoopeston and in January. 
1895. our subject embarked in business with 
F. W-. Nelson, as a dealer in farm imple- 
ments, harness, buggies and hardware. This 
partnership was continued until the 1st of 
January, 1902. Since that time Mr. Ayres 
has been engaged in the real-estate business. 
handling farm lands on an extensive scale. 
He to-day owns eight hundred and sixty 

raisers of Vermilion county, came to this 
portion of the state in the spring of 1864 
and has since been deeply interested in its 
improvement along material, intellectual 
and moral lines. He  is one of the worthy 
citize~~s of the locality that Ohio has fur- 
~zished to this. state. His birth occurred in 
Jefferson county. Ohio, December r 5, I 823, 
and is a rq~resentative of one of the old 
families of Virginia. His paternal grand- 
father, Ross Alison, lived in that state and 
.there Samuel Alison, the father of our sub- 
ject, was born and reared. As a cornpallion 
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and helpmate for life's journey he chose 
Margaret IlicGavran, lvho was of Irish par- 
entage. Thinking to better his financial 
condition in a nen-er region he emigrated 
to Ohio, becoming one of the first settlers 
in Jefferson county. Subsequentlv he re- 
moved to Jackson county, where he reared 
his fanlily and spent his remaining days. 
being called to his final rest in 18.58, xhen 
about sixty years of age. Our subject \\-as 
the younger of his two sons. the older being 
Ross -\lison. no\\- a avell Lno~vn business 
man of Danville. 

Rev. -Alisotl of this review spent the 
days of his manhood in Jackson county, 
working upon his father's farm from the 
time of early spring planting until crops 
were harvested in the autumn. He  then en- 
tered the public scliools, where he pursued 
his studies until returning spring again 
brought nelv duties. After arriving at ma- 
ture years he engaged in teaching in Jack- 
son and 'tTinton counties, of Ohio. H e  fol- 
lo~vecl that profession continuously for five 
years and druing the winter months of 
many years. Ere he left Ohio he \\-as mar- 
ried in Jackson coullty, on the St11 of hlarcli, 
rS4g. to Sara11 Salmans. who was born in 
Guernsey county, that state. but spent her 
girlhoot1 clays largeiy in Jackson and Vin- 
ton co~mties. Her father. JVilliam Sal- 
mans, was one of the pioneers of Ohio from 
Delaware. 

Different farms in the Buckeye state 
were 011-ned and operated by Rex-. Alison. 
\vho carried on agricultural work there uu- 
ti1 1864, when he packed up his belongings 
and came to Illinois. accomplishing the 
journey to Vernlilion county with a team 
and wagon. This \\-as a long, hard trip. 
but at length he safely reached his destina- 
tion and purchased land in Ross to~vnship. 
becoming the 011-ner of one hundred and 

sixty acres of land, a small portion of which 
had been fenced and cultil-ated. while a 
little house had also been built. TVith char- 
acteristic energy he began the further im- 
provement of the p r o m -  and aftenvard 
bought more land, extending the boundaries 
of his farm from time to time until he had 
four hundred acres in one body. H e  .also 
erected a comfortable residence and barn 
and planted ti\-o orchards upon his place. 
His farm 11-ork there \\-as continued until 
about 1882, when he divided his farm 
among his children and purchased twenty 
acres where he now resides, on xi-hich he 
erected a comfortable home. He  has since 
bought land adjoining the original tract un- 
til he has Seventy-six acres in his home place 
and his time and energies are given to the 
further improvement of the propert)-. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. ,Alisox~ have been 
born tu-o children, who are yet living : Cic- 
ero. a pro~ninent business man and grain 
dealer of ,Alvin; and -Almira. no\\- the wife 
of John X. Ross. of Chicago. The>- also 
lost four childre11, of whom two died it1 
infancj.. Sarah Margaret grew to matur- 
ity, married Harvey J. Stewart, and after 
his death became the wife of -1ndre1v Cope- 
land. ~vith \\-hon~ she removed to Okla- 
ho t~~n .  where her death occurred on the I 7th 
of _April, 1893. Rachel F. married 11-al- 
lace Saln~ans. of Dam-ille. and died in that 
tit\-, in December. 1892. 11-illiam ancl 1Iax-y 
,Ada both died \vhen three years of age. 
Mr. and Mrs. -Alison have seventeen grand- 
children and one great-grandchild. 

In early manhood the subject of this 
r e -  joined the 1Iethodist Episcopal 
church and \\-as afterward ordained to the 
ministr3;. He \\-as first licensed to preacl: 
in lt'ilkesville in 1832 and later \\-as or- 
dained in Chillicothe, Ohio. about 1856. He 
has aln-ays been active in church work and 
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continued to serve as a local minister of 
the church both in Ohio and in Vermilion 
county until 1900. His labors have been 
effective in promoting the cause of Chris- 
tianity and his influence has been- a potent 
element for good in whatever community 
he has lived. l'GThen the Republ ib  party 
was organized and nominated John C. Fre- 
mont as its first candidate for the presi- 
dency, he gave to it his support and has 
never wavered in his allegiance to the or- 
ganization, believing that its principles are 
best cala~lated to conserve the cause of good 
government, He believes in advancement 
along all lines tending to develop charactei- 
and therefore is a warm friend of the cause 
of education and has been a member of the 
school board for a number of years. He 
also served as village treasurer of Alvin for 
eight years and is still the efficient treasurer 
of the town board. He has a wide acquain- 
tance among the early settlers of Danville 
and the northeastern part of the county, and 
is a man of tried integrity and worth. He 
and his estimable wife and also their chil- 
dren have many friends in this locality who 
will be pleased to receive the record of their 
history. 

LEVIN VINSON. 

Levin Vinson, whose well developed 
farm is located on section I ,  Oakwood town- 
ship, was born in Parke county, Indiana, 
February 20, 1828, and is a son of Hen- 
son and Abigail (McDo\vell) Vinson, both 
natives of Kentucky. At an early day they 
removed to Indiana and there they reared 
their family of nine children, of whom four 
are living : Mrs. Delia Ann Burton of Oak- 
wood township; Levin; Henson, who re- 
sides on the old homestead; and Abigail 

Dizard, of Oak~vood township. Three 
sons and two daughters have passed away. 
When the subject of this review was ten 
years of age, the parents removed to Ver- 
milion county, Illinois, and the father pur- 
chased land in Oakwood township, living 
in a log cabin while to general farming and 
stock-raising he devoted his energies. LTpon 
the place which he there developed, he re- 
sided until his death and his wife's death 
also occurred there. 

Levin Vinson was educated in a log 
schoolhouse furnished with slab benches 
and greased paper windows. In the sum- 
mer months he worked upon the farm, great- 
ly assisting his father in the care and culti- 
vation of the home place, in fact, much of 
the work devolved upon him because his 
father was in poor health. He plowed in 
the early days when he used a wooden mold 
board plow and a single shovel ploxv for 
the corn. The grain in those early clays was 
dropped by hand. IVhen the summer sun 
had ripened the crops he used a reap hook 
ancl cradle in the harvest field. The fainily 
wore homemacle clothing ancl raised the 
flax from which were spun and woven the 
garments. They also raised their own wool, 
~vhich was taken to carding machines where 
it was spml and woven into cloth at home. 
Each member of the family had but a single 
pair of shoes a year. In order to have a 
fire they would go into the timber ancl pick 
punk and then \\-it11 this and the flint and tow 
would make a fire, for there were no matches 
at that time. Ecoiioiny u-as practiced in all 
lines of life, even to the carrying of shoes 
to church by the children, who wore them 
only during the services, removing them as 
soon as they left the meeting house. The 
pioneer families drove to church with os- 
teams, Mr. Vinson never seeing a buggy 
until he was sixteen years of age. Many 
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times he watched his mother dip candles be- 
fore the days when candle molds came into 
use and in the home the old grease lamp 
was also utilized. 

Mr. Vinson remained wit11 his parents 
until he attained his majority and aftenvard 
engaged in breaking prairie with oxen for 
many years. H e  once drove eight yoke of 
oxen in turning the first furroll-s on the 
prairies of Illinois. In those days trading was 
done at Covington. Perqrsville and Dan- 
ville, the last named then containing only 
one store. On the 12th of xovember, 1830- 
he married Miss Saomi Liggitt, who was 
born in Ohio in March, 1832, a daughter of 
Jesse and Mary (Coddington) Liggitt. In 
order to provide for his wife Mr. Vinson 
continued to break prairie and follo~v farm- 
ing and was thus engaged until after the 
Civil war broke out. He a i ~ d  his brother 
John, who became a lieutenant and is now 
deceased, formed a company which was 
mustered in as Company I of the One Hun- 
dred and Twenty-fifth Illinois Infantry, 
Septetnber 4, 1862, the regiment being com- 
manded by Colonel Harmon, while Mr. 
Vinson was given command of the com- 
pany. The first battle in \vhich he partici- 
patecl was at Perryville. Kentucky, and af- 
ter taking part in the engagement at Crab 
Harbor he returned with his men to Xash- 
ville. Being taken ill he only served for a 
year. resigning February 29. 1864. when 
he returned home. In the spring of that 
year he located upon his farm. where he 
remained until he went into business at 
Glaburn. dealing in meat and groceries. 
H e  now conducts the only general store at 
that place and he also O I I - ~ S  one hundred 
acres of rich farming land on section I ,  
Oakwood toll-nship. all of n-hich is under a - 

high state of cultivation and is pleasantly 
located a half mile east of the village. 

In politics Mr. Vinson is a Republican 
and has served as road overseer and school 
director. He belongs to the Grand Army 
Post at  Glenburn, of which he has serk-ed as 
commander. In the work of improl-ernent 
and progress here he has taken an active 
and helpful part. has seen the county grow 
from a 11-ilderness to its high state of culti- 
vation and has been one of the ~xpbuilders 
of Oak\\-ood township. ha\-ing broken more 
land than any other man n-ithin its borders, 
while he has made as many rails as any one 
living here. In the improvement of the 
county he has taken a deep interest and he 
well deserves mention among the early set- 
tlers. 

RICH-ARD -1. CLOYD, b1. D. 

Through a longer period than any other 
physician in Catlin, Dr. Richard -A. Clo\-d 
practiced his profession in this place. He 
was born in Georgeton-n, Illinois. May 24. 
1864, and is a son of John P. Clo\-cl. a 
leading physician of Vermilion C O U I I ~ ~ .  The 
paternal grandparents were lvilliaix and 
Julia (Northington) Clopcl, the former a 
native of JVashington county. Tennessee. 
and the latter of Virginia. \I-illiam Cloycl 
was a wagon manufacturer and made the 
celebrated six-horse ~vagon. knoll-n as the old 
schooner. He died in ISAS. leaving a wid- 
ow and three children. John P.. David G., 
and James IlT. -After John P. reached man- 
hood his mother married again and by that 
union there was one child. She died in 
Greenville. Tennessee. at the age of sisty- 
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s-even years. William Cloyd, an uncle of 
our subject, is a practicing physician of east- 
em Tennessee. 

John P. Cloyd has been a resident of 
Georgetown since 1569. He pursued his 
studies in Rhea Academy at Greenville, 
Tennessee, where he completed a prepara- 
tory course and at the age of seventeen years 
he became a student in Washington cou&. 
Tennessee. At the close of the first term 
he started for Vermilion county, Indiana, 
where he engaged in teaching school for 
two years and in 1859 he came to Illinois, 
follon-ing the profession, teaching in this 
state until 1864. He  then went to Chicago, 
where he entered the Rush Medical College 
and after pursuing two courses of lectures 
was graduated with the class of 1869. Three 
and one-half years prior to  receiving his di- 
ploma. however, he had begun the practice 
of medicine at Yankee Point, but since he 
graduated he has been located in George- 
town and is one of the oldest physicians of 
the county. In 1859 Dr. Cloyd was united 
in marriage to Miss Hannah Golden, a na- 
tive of Vermilion county, Illinois, and a 
daughter of Jacob and Alice (Frazier) Gol- 
den. who removed from eastern Tennessee 
to Vermilion county, becoming pioneer set- 
tlers of El~vood township. Unto the mar- 
riage of Dr. and Mrs. Cloyd have been born 
five children, namely: Richard; Belle, the 
wife of Rev. D. G. Murray, of Texas; F. 
N., a practicing physicain of Westville. Illi- 
nois. who married Jessie Summers, a native 
of East Park, Indiana, by whon~ he has one 
child. Mildred: Grace D., the wife of C. E. 
Pritchard, of Georgetown; and John. 1~1;ho 
is now a student of dentistry in Indianapo- 
lis. Indiana. The father, Dr. Cloyd, is a 
very prominent Mason, belonging to the 
lodge in Georgeton-n and to -4thelstan 

Con~mandeq- in Dam-ille. He is also a char- 
ter member of the \-errnilion County Rledi- 
cal Association and in his political \-iews is 
a Denlocrat. 

Dr. Richard -4. Cloyd acquired his pri- 
mary education in the schools of George- 
ton-11, and after completing a high schoof 
course there entered \\-abash College at 
Cran-fordsrille, Indiana. as a n~einber of 
the class of '86. Later he attended the East- 
ern Illinois College, after which he engaged 
in teaching for three years preparatorj- to 
becoming 3 meclical student. He taught 
school altogether for eight pears. He spent 
one year in Rush hledical College of Chi- 
cago, and in the class of 1890 he was grad- 
uated in the Indiana 114edical College of 
Indianapolis. Subsequently he entered the 
Wabash Railway Hospital at Peru, Indiana, 
where he acted as house surgeon for two 
years. On the expiration of that period he 
re t~rned to his native county. locating i:; 
Catlin, where he has since successfullj~ en- 
gaged in practice, securing a good 113tron- 
age. He  is a member of the Vermilion 
County Medical Association and the S\.icIen- 
ham Medical Society of Indianapolis and 
the Illinois State Medical Society. He thus 
keeps in touch with the advanced thought 
and knowledge of the profession and is con- 
tinually au,gmenting his efficiency by this 
means and throtlgh personal reading and 
investigation. He was president of the pen- 
sion board of examining surgeons, to ~~rhich: 
he was appointed in 1895. and in that ca- 
pacity he served until the end of the presi- 
dential administration. He is non- serving 
as esamining physician for IVoodman 
Camp. No. 431. and is examiner for t~velve 
of the large eastern old line insurance com- 
panies. 

Dr. Cloyd mas married in Chicago in 
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1897 to Miss May Terpening, a daughter of 
D. H. Terpening, who was born in the Em- 
pire state and n-hose wife, who bore the 
maiden name of Mary Pritchard, n7as a na- 
tive of Sor th  Carolina. Mrs. Cloyd is a 
lady of superior culture and refinement and 
is one of the popular residents of Vermilion 
county. She graduated from the Catlin 
schools, diligently pursuing her studies un- 
til she had successiully passed an examina- 
tion, which prepared her to beconle a teach- 
er. When only sixteen years of age she be- 
gan teaching and \\-as very successful and 
popular as an educator. She has also grad- 
uated from the Chautauqua course of study 
and attends many of the annual meetings oof 
the Chautauqua circle. She has gained a 
wide reputation as a reader of marked abil- 
ity and has \\-on several gold lnedais in ora- 
torical contests. including the Demorest 
grand medal. She does excellent crayon 
\I-ork, but is lllore lvidely kno~vn because of 
her elocution, I\-hich ranks her anlong the 
best representatives of the art. 

Tlle Doctor is a member of the Phi 
Gamma Delta, a college fraternity of Craw- 
fordsville. Indiana. IIThile engaged in 
teaching school he enlisted on the 10th of 
-Aug-ust, 1887, in Eattery -1. of the Illinois 
xational Guarcl under Captain Edn-in Jl'in- 
ter. serving until - - \L I~LIS~  8. 18823, 1\~11en he 
\\-as honorably tlischargecl by special order 
on account o i  clisability. Fraternally the 
Doctor is a member of the Knights of Pyth- 
ias Lodge of Georgeto~vn. the Improved 
Order of Retl AIen at Catlin. the Independ- 
ent Order of Odd Fe1lo11-s and the IIasonic 
fraternit>- of Catlin. Eie has passed all of the 
chairs in the Odtl Fellou-s Lodge and is its 
~lleclical esaminer. He is aIso a nlember of 
the chapter of Ro-a1 Arch Masons ant1 
-itl~e!stan Comn~anclery in Dan\-ille. and of 

the Benevolent 8r Protective Order of E&s 
and his wife is a member of the Rebekah 
degree of the Odd Fello~vs society, the Roy- 
al Neighbors and Eastern Star. Dr. Cloyd 
deserves much credit for what he has ac- 
complished. His education was acquired 
through his own efforts, his labors bringing 
to him the fund sufticient to meet his ex- 
penses of a college course. In his profes- 
sion he ranks high and has strict regard for 
professional ethics and at  the same time pos- 
sessing marked ability in administering to  
the needs of the sick. In political faith he 
is a Democrat and is a public-spirited and 
popular citizen of Catlin. 

JOSI-AH RUSK. 

I t  would be inlpossible to give an ac- 
curate account of business development in 
Hoopeston \\-ithout mention of Josiah Rusk, 
who occupies a most enviable position in in- 
dustrial anc! fi~lancial circles on-ing to his 
honorable. straightfor\vard business policy 
as \\-ell as to the brilliant success he has 
achiel-ecl. He \\-as born in Fo~~nta in  coutit~-, 
Indiana, So\-ember I I .  I 838. His father: 
Benjamin Rusk. \\-as a pioneer of Fo~~nta in  
county. settling there at an early clav amit1 
the 11-ilcl \\-ootls where he secured one  hut^ 
dred and sixty acres of land. He tlietl \\-hen 
our subject \\-as less than a year old and his 
\\-idol\- aiter~vard became the wife of _Abra 
ham Dove. Three chiltlren \\-ere born of 
this union, of 1v110111 two are lil-ing, David 
I a i l l i i  George Do\-e. the oltlest 
of the three children of the second nmrriage 
was for many years a prominent resitlent of 
Hoopeston. \\-here he died. 

Josiah Rusk \\-as reared in Richmond 
township. Fountain county. Indiana. re- 
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maining with his mother after his father's 
death until he was twenty-one years of age. 
He acquired a common-school education and 
on attaining his majority he started out in 
life for himself, going to Kansas. He there 
purchased land and made a prospecting tour 
over the state. After holding ?is property 
in the west for about seven years he sold out. 
Inheriting some land in his native county. 
he lived upon the farm upon which he was 
reared, devoting his attention with marked 
ener,gy to its cultivation. The old home 
place comprised one hundred and sixty acres 
and later he added to this a tract of two 
hundred and ten acres, remaining on the 
farm for four years. After his marriage he 
took up his abode near Covington, Indiana, 
and later sold his original property. About 
seven miles from the city of Covington he 
bought two hundred and eight acres, part 
of which was improved, while the remainder 
was covered with timber. There he con- 
tinued his work as an agriculturist until 
1889, when he came to Hoopeston, in the 
meantime having transformed his property 
into a very valuable a_nd productive farm. 
His wife had inherited three eighty-acre 
tracts of land southeast of Hoopeston and 
our subject purchased four hundred acres 
in this locality. Subsequently, by additional 
purchase, he secured a tract of two hundred 
and forty acres and still later he bought 
two hundred and eighty acres adjoining 
Talbot, Indiana. H e  also purchased another 
eighty acres in Grant township, Vermilion 
county. Thus from time to time he increased 
his realty possessions until they became 
quite extensive. Now all of this land with 
the exception of eighty acres in Grant town- 
ship, the Talbot farm and his town prop- 
erty, has been divided among his five chil- 
dren. 

On the 20th of -April, 1862, in Indiana, 
Mr. Rusk was united in marriage to bliss 
Malinda Brown, who was born and reared 
in thc neighborhood in which her husband 
spent his early life. Her parents \\-ere Jacob 
and Susan Eroxvn, both of whom are notv 
deceased. They were pioneer farmers of 
this section of Indiana and at the time of 
their death had become n-ell-to-do, in fact 
were considered in splendid circumstances 
for that period. Her father entered about 
eleven hundred acres of land in Vermilion 
county, but retained his residence in Foun- 
tain county. There he died in 1884, after 
which the mother lived among her children 
and died in Hoopeston, October 17, 1895. 
Mrs. Rusk has one sister, Mrs. Miranda 
Dove, of Hoopeston. In the family there 
were originally four children, Mrs. Rusk 
being the third. Our subject was one of 
three children and has a living brother, 
James, also one sister, Ellen Roher, de- 
ceased, who invented the Sen- remedy for 
the lungs. Noah Bro~j-n. a brother of Mrs. 
Rusk. came to Hoopeston and was one of 
the founders of the town, the northern part 
of the town being platted upon his land. At 
the time of his death he was associated with 
Ilri.lliarn Moore in extensive real-estate 
operations. Miss Rfiranda Brolvn, the sis- 
ter of the wife of our subject. married 
George IY. Dove, a half-brother of Josiah 
Rusk. Mr. Dove n-as engaged in general 
merchandising in Hoopeston for many years 
and his widow is still living here. -4s above 
stated Mr. Rusk has largely divided his 
landed interests among his children. His 
daughter, Sarah Susan. is the wife of Phin- 
eas Rempster and to her he gave tn-o hun- 
dred and forty acres. John, XI-ho married 
Maggie Glover. also re&-ed two hundred 
and forty acres. Ellen is the wife of 
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Charles Reynolds and she was given one 
hundred and sixty acres. Albert, who mar- 
ried Ellen Sherrin, also received one hun- 
dred and sixty acres. Miranda, the wife of 
Karl Alatthe\vs, was given a quarter sec- 
tion of land. Mr. Remyster is residing near 
Cheneyville but the other four live in 
Hoopeston. John Rusk, the second child. 
is the inventor of the Rusk evener, and is 
giving his attention to the manufacture and 
sale of the same, in which he is meeting with 
splendid success. Mr. Rusk of this review 
on-ns about fifteen thousand dollars' worth 
of property in houses and lots in Hoopeston. 
While not actively engaged in business af- 
fairs he still looks after his farming inter- 
ests and his town property. 

At the time of the Civil war Slr. Rusk lvas 
drafted in the United States service in Rich- 
land ton-nship, Fountain county, Indiana. 
but was never sworn in. He had been reared 
in the faith of the Quaker church and \vas 
therefore opposed to war. In politics he 
was formerly a Democrat but is now a Pro- 
hibitionist. His wife was reared in the 
faith of the United Brethren church. After 
her marriage she joined the Nelv Light 
church, in which Mr. Rusk held memlxr- 
ship, but both joined the United Erethren 
church just before coming to Hoopeston. 
For many years he served as a deacon and 
was very prominent in church affairs. ,4bout 
I 887. however, he became deeply interested 
in Christian Science and studied the litera- 
ture bearing upon that subject. There was 
no church organization of that denomina- 
tion here, but a reading circle was formed 
and many became interested. Nr. Rusk 
also took lessons in the Christian Science 
school, in Chicago, and after coming to 
Hoopeston he was among the leaders that 
organized the society here and conducted 

it for a few years. ,About 1899 the church 
was organized and secured a charter, there 
being at that time a membership of fourteen .* 

~vhich has now been increased to nineteen. 
Our subject and his wife have been leading 
spirits in the building of the present nen- eedi- 
fice, a modern church builtling which was 
erected a t  a cost of between seven and eight 
thousand dollars, including the ground. The 
trustees are Michael Hausz, Josiah Rusk, 
and Charles Reynolds. Mrs. Rusk's sub- 
scription to the new church was fifteen hun- 
dred tlollars, and he also donated tn-elve 
hundred dollars. I Ie  was the treasurer of 
the building fund, is clerk of the church, 
and his wife was formerly a director but 
later resigned. 31iss Stella F. Sabin was 
the first reader and Miss C. H. Catherwood 
the second reader. Eefore work was com- 
menced on the church not only had the en- 
tire alnount necessary for building been 
sul>scribed, but it had also been collected 
and placed in the bank. 

In the character of Josiah Rusk there is 
something he obtained in the early schools 
where he was etlucated ant1 in his early 
farming experiences - something which 
might be termed solidity of purpose and 
~vhich is a characteristic worthy of emula- 
tion. In the school of esperience he has 
learned lessons that have made him a well 
informed man. broad minded ancl liberal in 
his views and with a charity that reaches - 
out to all humanity. 

JOHN JOHSS. 

The name of this gentleman is ~vell 
known to every early settler of Vermilion 
county and it is also honorably inscribed 
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up011 the pages of pioneer history, for Mr- 
Johns settled here in 1829 when this portion 
of the state was yet an unbroken wilderness, 
few having taken up their abode in what is 
now Vermilion county. He was born in 
Kentucky on the a 5th of May, 1805, a son 
of George LV. Johns who was likewise a 
native of Kentucky and was a farmer by 
occupation. On leaving the Blue Grass 
state he removed to Indiana, where he lived 
until his death. 

John Johns accompanied his parents on 
their removal from Kentucky to Vigo coun- 
ty, Indiana, and there was reared amid the 
wild scenes of frontier life, experiencing all 
the hardships which fall to the lot of the 
pioneer. He assisted in the arduous task 
of developing a new farm and there carried 
on agricultural pursuits until 1828, when 
he returned to his native county in Kentucky 
and lived for a year. In 1829, however, he 
came to Vermilion county, Illinois, casting 
in his lot among its first settlers. He se- 
cured a tract of land in Blount township of 
wild prairie and timberland. Clearing 
away the trees he prepared the fields for 
cultivation and soon made extensive, valua- 
ble and important improvements. As the 
years passed his place was transformed into 

- a fine farm and thereon he carried on agri- . 

cultural pursuits until 1866. when having 
- acquired a handsome competence through 

his untiring efforts and capable management 
he retired to private life and removed to 
Danville, where he made his honle until his 
death. 

Mr. Johns was twice married. He first 
wedded Miss Jane Myers, \~~ l lo  died and left 
two children. Charles, who is einployed as 
a clerk in the Temple Department store of 
Dandle.  and -4melia, who is conducting a 
millinery store in this city. For his second 

wife Mr. Johns chose Miss Mary Humph- 
rey, a daughter of John Humphrey, of Vir- 
ginia, who removed from the Old Dominion 
to Kentucky, where he entered land from 
the government and developed a farm, to 
the further cultivation and improvement 
of which he devoted his energies until his 
death. By the second marriage of Mr. 
Johns were born eight children, but only one 
of this number is noti: living. Sarah is the 
deceased wife of P m y  Copeland. Eliza 
is the deceased \\rife of J. H. Miller. Sue 
is a resident of Danville. Martha became 
the wife of R. S. Partlow, of Oregon, and 
has also passed away. Margaret is the wife 
of Charles Hacker, and her husband now 
resides in Danville. William H., Emily and 
Charles, have also passed away. The chil- 
dren were provided with good educational 
privileges in the best schools of this city. 

In his early days Mr. Johns was a 
Whig, earnest and faithful in support of 
the party, and upon its dissolution he joined 
the ranks of the new Republican party to 
which lie firmly adhered throughout the 
remainder of fiis life. He was quite prorn- 
inent in public affairs ancl for two terms 
he served as aldern~an of Danville and 11-as 
also a member of the city school board. 
Both he and his wife were members of the 
Methodist Episcopal chnrch of Dan\-ille 
and he took a deep and active interest in 
church work and nTas also a zealous ad\-o- 
cate of the cause of temperance. The first 
Methodist sen-ice held in Vermilion county 
was at his country residence in Rloullt 
totvnship, in 1829. His influence was eyer 
on the side of right. of progress ancl of 
Christianity. In matters of citizenship he 
was true and faithful and he performed no 
unimportant part in the early development 
of this portion of the state. contributing of 
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his time and means to many measures for 
the general good. He  was also successful 
in his business and his name is intern-oren 
with the early history of Danville county 
as that of a man TI-hom to know was to re- 
spect and honor. 

Miss Sue Johns. the oidy surviving 
member of the family, \\-as one of the efi- 
cient and successful teachers in the public 
schools of Danville for twenty years. On 
account of her health she then gave up 
school teaching and afterward conducted a 
private school in this city for several years, 
leaving the impress of her individuality 
upon the educational work and inteIIectua1 
advancement in this portion of the state. 
She now owns a beautiful home at  S o .  
428 Franklin street and she has a large cir- 
cle of friends in Danville. 

FREDERICK H-ACKER. 

Frederick Hacker. now deceased. be- 
came a resident of Vermilion county in 
1877, and for a ~luinber of years was a re- 
spected and honored agriculturist here. -4 
native of Germany, he was educated in the 
common schools of that country and af- 
tenvard assisted his father upon the home 
farm where he remained until his marriage. 
H e  wedded Miss Eliza Freis. also a native 
of Germany, in which country her parents 
spent their entire lives, both being now de- 
ceased. Fourteen children \\-ere born unto 
Mr. and Mrs. Hacker: Fred. a carpenter 
residing in Danville : Emma. the wife of 
'CVilliam Evert. a brick manufacturer resid- 
ing in this city: -Annie. ll~illiam Ella, the 
wife of Isaac Keene. their home being \\-it11 

'Mrs. Hacker; Caroline. Johnie. Eva and six 
who died in early childhood. 

22 

In the year I 862 Mr. Hacker came with 
his family to the new world, for he believed 
that he might have better business oppor- 
tunities in this country. Crossing the -At- 
lantic to America. he took up his abode in 
Buffalo, New york, where he worked as a . 

laborer for several years. H e  had a sister 
living in Vermilion county and it was this 
that induced him to become a resident of 
this county, in the year 1877. After hi5 
arrival he purchased a farm on the old 
state road in Danville township and at  once 
began making improvements. there carry- 
ing on the work of development and culti- 
vation throughout his remaining days, fol- 
lowing farming with good success. although 
owing to ill health his sons largely relieved 
him of the active work of the farm. How- 
ever. he supervised its management and his 
exce1Ient business jud,gment contributed in 
a large measure to the success of the busi- 
ness. In his political views he was an earn- 
est Democrat. supporting the party from the 
time he became a naturalized -American 
citizen. He  held membership in the Ger- 
man Lutheran church of Danville and died 
in that faith on the 17th of October. 1891. 
respected by all who kne\c- him. He  never 
had occasion to regret his determination to 
seek a home in the nen- world. for he found 
that the favorable reports 11-hich he hacl 
heard prior to his emigration were not es- 
aggerated. Taking advantage of oppor- 
tunities offered, he steadily worked his way 
up in the business 11-orld and gained not only 
a comfortable competence but a good home 
and many friends. Mrs. Hacker is also a 
devoted member of the German Lutheran 
church. In 1892 sE sold the home farm 
and removed to Dan\-ille, where she is now 
living with her son-in-la\\--. Isaac Keene. at 
Yo. 11 19 Tennessee street. in the suburb 
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of Germantown. She has now been a resi- 
dent of the county for a quarter of a century- 
and is widely known here. 

ALFRED ATWOOD. 

Alfred - Atwood was one of the soldiers 
of the Union army who laid down his life 
upon the altar of his country, for though 
he did not pass away on the battlefield, his 
death resulted from his army experience 
only a few weeks after his return from the 
front. H e  was a native of Ohio, born in 
1823, and when but six years of age he was 
brought to Vermilion county. In  184.7 he 
was united in marriage to Diadama Bloom- 
field, whose parents were neighbors of Mr. 
Atwood's parents in Ohio. He  had been 
reared in Pilot township and in early life 
he learned the blacksmith's trade, which he 
follo.cved for some time, being a good work- 
man so that his services were in continual 
demand. Later, however, he turned his at- 
tention to farming and also gave consider- 
able time to  the work of the ministry, as 
a preacher of the Christian church. At one 
time he was pastor of the church which met 
in the Gorman school house, was also pas- 
tor at  Burr Oak Grove and at Craig school 
house, before he entered the army. His in- 
fluence was widely felt as a potent polver 
for good in the community and his labors 
resulted greatly to the benefit of the moral 
development of this portion of the state. 

As before stated Mr. A t w d  was united 
in marriage to Miss Bloomfield, who was 
born in Pilot township in 1832 and 
has always lived here. Her father, 
Samuel Bloomfield, was a native of 
Virginia or  Ohio and in the latter 
state he weddecl Margaret Kirkham, 

who was born in Kentucky and was of Irish 
descent. They became the parents of twelve 
children, Mrs. Atwood being the sisth in 
order of birth and four of the daughters are 
yet living, namely: Mrs. Sailcy Mozier, 
Mrs. Eliza 3lasters; and Aiargaret. who is 
living with her sister, Mrs. -it\\-ood. At 
an early day the father came to Illinois, set- 
tling near Georgeto~vn in Vermilion county 
and subsequently he removed to Pilot town- 
ship. His remaining days n-ere here passed, 
his death occurring upon the farm in Pilot 
to\\-nship that is now occupied by Isaac _At- 
wood. His widow survived him for some 
time and spent her last days in the home of 
a daughter in 3iissouri. 

Mrs. i2t1~ood was educated in the dis- 
trict school and reared under the parental 
roof. After her father's death she pur- 
chased the interest of the other heirs in the 
old home place of ninetj---two acres and she 
secured forty acres through the division of 
the estate. Thev lived upon the home far111 
and Mr. -At\x-ood not only supervised the 
management of the property but also la- 
bored earnestly for the promotion of the 
cause of Christianity. He  was an earnest 
speaker, full of zeal for his religion and the 
cause of the Master found in hiin an able 
exponent. I\-110 taught by example as well 
as precept. 

Xfter the inauguration of the Civil war 
Mr. ,Atwood enlisted for three years' ser- 
vice, but returned home before his time had. 
expired, owing to ill health. He was in a 
hospital for nearly a year, being first in a 
hospital in Kentucky, \\-hence he was trans- 
ferred to Chicago and there he was hon- 
orably discharged. He  had joined the army 
as a meillber of Company I, One Hundred 
and Tweilty-fifth Illinois Infantry, under 
the command of Captain Vinson and Cap- 
tain Harmon. He  joined the army as a 
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private but was promoted to the rank of 
orderly sergeant at Danville before the reg- 
iment was sent to the front. He participat- 
ed in no battles, his regiment being held in 
reserx-e. His health, however, was under- 
mined through the hardships and exposures 
of army life and he lived only twelve weeks 
after his return, passing away on the ad of 
June, 1565. In his political views he Isas 
an earnest Republican and in all life's rela- 
itons was found true to his honest convic- 
tions, never faltering in the pursuance of a 
course which he believed to be an honorable 
one. He left to his family the priceless her- 
itage of an untarnished name and his ex- 
ample is still a potent influence for good in 
the lives of those who knew him. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Atwood were born 
four children. Mary Margaret became the 
wife of George Johnson, of Danville, and 
they have four children, Diadama, Lulu, 
Elmer and Alfred. ~ s a a c ' ~ . ,  of Pilot town- 
ship, married Rachel Johnson, and they 
have two children, Edna and Charlie. Sam- 
uel A. married Belle Goodner, of Pilot 
to~vnship, and their children are George A., 
Maude V., Robert and Walter. James 
William, also living in Pilot township. rnar- 
ried Fannie Brooks, now deceased, and they 
had a son and daughter, Gilbert and Ger- 
trude May. After her death he married 
Anna Rickard, and they have one child, 
James Russell. Mrs. -4t1vood also has four 
great-grandchildren, Palmer and Roland 
Craig, Marion Leland Van Allen, and Dor- 
othy L. Atwood. 

Like her husband, Mrs. Xt~vood is an 
earnest Christian, for thirty-five years ha\-- 
ing held membership with the Christian 
church, and to the cause she is most rle- 
voted, taking an active interest in every- 
thing pertaining to its gro~vth. Her young- 
est child was but four years of age at the 

time of 11er husband's death, so that upon 
her devolved the task of rearing the family, 
educating them and preparing them for the 
practical and responsible duties of life. At 
the time of his death Mr. -itn:ood owned 
one hundred and sixty acres of land, but 
before the property was divided, o\ving to  
the capable management and business abil- 
ity of the widow this estate had been in- 
creased to three hundred and seventy-two 
acres. She gave to each of her children 
forty acres of land, retaining possession of 
one hundred acres upon which she lives and 
she also has eighty acres in two other farms. 
She has al\vays been the manager of her 
on-n landed interests, has built a home and 
barn upon her place and with the aid of 
hired men carries on agricultural pursuits. 
She has fed as high as forty-three head of 
cattle of her own raising. and has sold and 
shipped much stock. She has all\-ays han- 
dled stock since her husband's death and 
is \\-ell knoxvn as a lady of marked enter- 
prise, executive force and keen busines dis- 
cernment. She certain1 y deserves great 
credit for what she has accomplished, not 
only in a business -\\-a!. but in rearing her 
family of children. all of whom are members 
of the c1111rch and are a credit to this es- 
cellent mother. 

CHRISTOPHER lICLI--AS\-. 

Christopher lIulvan~-, who is fiiling the 
office of justice of the peace and engages in 
the practice of law in Fairmount. \\-as born 
in eastern Tennessee on the 7th of _ipril. 
1845. His father. G. I\-. RIulx-any. \\-as 
a native of Pennsylvania. while the mother 
of our subject, likewise born in that 
state, bore the maiden name of Susan 
Stansberq-, and was of German lineage 
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her father having been born in Ger- 
many. Mr. and Mrs. Mulvany were mar- 
ried in Tennessee and there he carried 
on farming until 1853, when he removed 
with his family to Marion county, Illinois, 
making his home there until June, 1881, 
when he was called to his final rest. His 
wife had died in the ' ~ o s ,  during the early 
childhood of our subject. and he was again 
married in 1860, his second being with 
Annie E. Adams, who was born on the Ber- 
muda islands. She yet resides in Marion 
county upon the old home place. Mr. Mul- 
vany was a Democrat in political affiliations 
and his religious faith was indicated by his 
membership in the Methodist Episcopal 
church. By his first marriage he had ten 
children, of whom five are yet living, 
namely: Catherine, who is the widow of 
William Hockaday, and a resident of Mis- 
souri : Christopher, of this review ; Hiram, 
who resides in Nebraska; J. H., who makes 
his home in Clark county, Illinois; and 
George IV., who resides in Marion county, 
this state. The children of the second mar- 
riage were five in number, and three yet 
survive : Wesley, Florence and Asbury, all 
of Marion county. 

In the district schools of Marion county 
Christopher hiulvany pursued his educa- 
tion. but his opportunities in that direction 
were somewhat limited. He  was only about 
eight years of age when his father came to 
Illinois and here he ~vas  reared upopthe  
old homestead, assisting in the work of the 
farm until the 4th of October, 1862, when 
he placed his name upon the roll of volun- 
teers for service in the Civil war, enlisting 
in Salem, Illinois, as a member of Company 
K. One Hundred and Eleventh Illinois In- 
fantry, under the command of Captain Jo- 
seph Shultz and Colonel James S. Martin. 

- 

H e  was mustered in at Paducah, Kentucky, 
July 3, 1S63, having served for nine months 
before being mustered into the United 
States service. Xfter his enlistment he was 
ordered to Columbus, Kentucky, and re- 
mained there through the winter, going in 
the spring to Fort Hindman, Kentucky, 
From that place he proceeded to Paducah, 
and afterward to Eastport, Mississippi, and 
Pulaski, Tennessee. He next went to De- 
catur Junction, Alabama, and on to Law- 
renceville, ,Alabama. after which. under the 
command of General Giles A. Smith, he 
went on the raid against -4tlanta. He took 
part in the engagement at Snake Creek Gap 
and Resaca, Dallas and Kennesaw Mountain, 
and afterward proceeded to Rossuille. cross- 
ing the river on the aad of July and taking 
part in an engagement at  New Hope Church 
on the 28th of the same month. He was 
afterward in the battle of Jonesboro, was 
encamped at Camp h4cPherson. Georgia. 
and then follo~ved Hood to the Chatta- 
nooga valley, after which his command re- 
turned to Atlanta and joined General Sher- 
man's forces on the march to the sea. The 
next battle in which Mr. M~~l\-any- par- 
ticipated was at  Fort McAlister. after which 
his division went by transport to a point 
where they landed and captured a large 
number of supplies. Throughout the Car- 
olina campaign our subject follon-ed the 
old flag and was at Raleigh, North Caro- 
lina. \\-hen General Johnston surrendered. 
With his command he then participated ih 
the grand review at Llrashington. which 
marched through the streets of the capita1 
city and passed the revieu-ing stand on 
which the president stood watching the vie- 
torious troops who had saved the national 
honor and preserved the Union intact. In 
May of that year Mr. Alulvany was trans- 
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ferred. to Company F. Forty-eighth Illinois 
Infantry and sent to Louisville. ICentucky. 
where he remained until June. The  regi- 
ment then proceeded by steamer to Duvall's 
Bluff. -Arkansas, and on to Little Rock. af- 
ter which they- returned by steamer to  Cairo. 
Illinois, and on the I 5th of -\upst. 1865.. 
our subject was honorably discharged at 
Camp Butler, Illinois. He  was mustered 
out on the I 5th of September. 

Returning to llarion county, our sub- 
ject engaged in farlning and renlained there 
until -1ug11st 18. 1881, when he came to 
Fairmount, Vermilion county, where he 
turned his attention to teaming. The fol- 
lo~ving year he began work for J. H. Par- 
rish. in the grain business, remaining with 
him for sex-en years. He afterward spent 
two years in the employ of Mr. Benson in 
the grain trade. but during that period. in 
1583. he was elected constable. The fol- 
lowing year he was chosen justice of the 
peace and has since occupied that position. 
prox-ing a most capable officer. his clecisio~ls 
being strictly fair and impartial. H e  has 
held several other offices in the village. in- 
cluding that of clerk and village attorney. 
and in his political 1-iews hlr. RIulvany is 
a stall\-art Republican. 

On the ad  of October. 1866. in Paoli. 
Indiana. Christopher lIulvan\-. \\-as united 
in marriage to Miss Mary J. -\dams. \vh( 
was born in Yen- 1-ork. September I T ,  

1850. a daughter of John and -A. E. ( l lor -  
tin) -Adan~s. Her father \\-as a native of 
Ireland and her mother \\-as born in the 
Bermuda islands. .\\-here they were married. 
They located first in Canada and in 18, j re- 
mox-ed to Farina. Illinois. where they re- 
mained for a number of years. Mr. _\dams 
being engaged as section foreman for the 
Illinois Central Railroad Company. In  

1860 he went to California. settling near 
San Diego? where he resided for twenty 
years. his death occurring there in 1886. 
He was a member of the Catholic church. 
His ~\-ido\\- after\\-ard married G. \I-. Mul- 
\-any, ~ v h o  died in 1881. She is now living 
in Marion county. IlIinois. 

Unto Xr .  and Mrs. llulvany have been 
born seven children : -1. T.. who married 
-Anna Crane. by 11-hom he has three chil- 
dren. and resides in Marion. Illinois, \\-here 
he is employed as house engineer for the 
coal company: Etta C.. the wife of J. L. 
O'Harro\\-, a telegraph operator of Fair- 
ino~int. by \i-hon~ she has five children: 
Charles A., a coal operator of Rirerton, 
Illinois, who wedded 11Iaggie IIenzer and 
has one child, Kora. who is employed in the 
telephone exchange in Fairmount : 11. S., 
who is engaged in the jen-elry business; 
0. H., I\-ho follo\vs farming; and Gracie 
B.. xvho is employed in the \\-a11 paper store 
of Lock &- Robinson. The last four are 
all at home wit11 their parents in Fairmount. 

Mr. llull-an>- is a member of the Modern 
It'ot~dnlen Camp and is n-ell knon-11 in the 
to~vn ~vhere he makes his home. For eigh- 
teen years he has filled the position of jus- 
tice o j  the peace. and no higher testimonial 
of his capability and his efficient service 
could be given than the fact that he has 
so long continued in this office. He is to- 
day as true and loyal to his duties of citi- 
zenship in times of peace as lle \\-as \\-hen 
he iollo\~-ed the old flag on southern hat- 
tlefields. 

a - 

D-11-ID JOHSSTOS.  

David Johnston n-as born in Mason 
county. Kentucky, February 6. 18-36. his 
parents being John and Sarah (Matheny) 
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Johnston, the former a native of Kentucky 
and the latter of Ohio. Her father was 
Elias Matheny, who served under IVashing- 
ton in the Revolutionary war. They re- 
moved from Mason county, Kentucky, to 
Adams county, Ohio, during the infancy of 
our s~tbject and in 1544 he came on horse- 
back to Vermilion county, Illinois. settling 
in the edge of the prairie a mile and a half 
from the present site of Oakwood. While 
in his n a t i ~ e  state he had worked as a farm 
hand for eight dollars per month and he 
continued to earn his living in that way until 
18j0, when he secured three yoke of oxen, 
which he used breaking the prairie. That 
fall with an old Virginian wagon filled with 
apples he started for Chicago, peddling his 
fruit along the Itray. In 1852 he went to 
Chicago with s.team of horses and brought 
back a load of shingles for a neighbor. He 
hauled oats to Covington, where he sold 
them at ten cents per bushel and his trading 
point in those early days was Danville. 

On the I ~ t h  of Kovember, 1852, Mr. 
Johnston wedded Mary Brittingham, a 
daughter of A. IV. and Matilda (Watson) 
Brittingham, the former a native of Vermil- 
ion county and the latter of Kentucky. Mr. 
and Mrs. Johnston began life here in a 
primitive way. Her mother had given her 
a bedstead .rvlrhich she still has in her pos- 
session, cherishing it as a relic of those pio- 
neer times,' but with the exception of this 
piece of furniture all that the little home 
contained was made by Mr. Johnston. 
Driving some wooden pins into the logs. 
he placed thereon some boards and thus 
formed a cupboard. All cooking was done in 
skillets or in kettles in the great fireplace 
and cornbread was baked upon a smooth 
board, placed amid the coals. 

Mr. Johnston was but fourteen years 

of age when his mother died and he had 
nothing with which to begin life save what 
he made, but with the assistance of his esti- 
mable wife he has managed to not only 
provide his family with the necessities of 
life, but to secure inany of its comforts. 
In the early days, when riding horseback, 
he run prairie lt-olves down and knocked 
them on the head and he has seen as many 
as twenty-five deer at a time, while wild 
turkeys were to be shot in vast numbers and 
other wild game was plentiful. The picture 
of farm life at that time is very different 
from that presented at the present day. 
Now the farmer rides over the fields upon 
his improved plows, cultivators or harvest- 
ers, but in those days he walked behind his 
little primitive plow wit11 its wooden mold 
board, using rope traces to guide the horse. 
There was also a wooden bridle and a rope 
head-stall. The reap hook ancl cradle were 
used in the harvest fields ancl corn was 
dropped by hand, Mrs. Johnston in her early 
days frequently dropping corn for her fa- 
ther in the fields. r Johnston has 
cradled grain many days for seventy-five 
cents per day. He  is one of the honored 
pioneers of the county and there is little 
concerning the primitive development of this 
section of the state that is not familiar to  
him. His wife was born only a mile and a 
quarter north and a half mile east of her 
present home. By her marriage she has 
become the mather of two children, but 
Matilda J. is now deceased. The son. John 
W., is a resident of Oakwood township. 
The daughter uras the wife of David Young 
and at  her death left a daughter, Mary E. 
Young, who became the wife of \Villjam 
Van Allen, a son of John Van Allen and of 
this marriage there is a daughter, Grace 
Van Allen. 
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It was on the 5th of March, 1857, that 
Mr. and Mrs. Johnston removed to the farnl 
upon which they are now residing on section 
I, O a k ~ v o d  ton-i~ship, where he owns t\\-\;c. 

hundred and twenty-five acres of the best 
improved land of Vermilion county, all 
tiled and under a high state of cultil-ation. 
H e  is a Republican in his political vie\\-s and 
has served as school director and path- 
master. Both he and his wife belong to 
the Methodist Episcopal church and are 
earnest Christian people. respected by all 
who know them. 

Iillen t\\-enty-five years of age Edu-in 
Martin came from the old 11-orld to the 
United States and at once took up his abode 
in Danville, where he lived continuously 
until called to the honle beyond. For nlany 
years he occupied a creditable position in 
business circles. conducting a grocery store 
~vhich brought to him success. making ltinl 
one of the substantia1 residents of the cont- 
munity. 

Mr. Martin \\-as born in Bedforclsl~ire, 
England, October 29, 1845. and his parents 
were also natil-es of that countr~-. \\-here 
they spent their entire lives. but they died 
during the early ho>-hood days of our sub- 
ject, so that he knew little concerning the 
family history. He had four sisters and 
one brother. but all are 1101~ deceased. His 
educational privileges were extremely mea- 
ger but in the school of esperience he 
learned many valuable and practical les- 
sons. and early realizing that ad\-ancenlent 
can be secured through close application. 
faithfulness and laudable ambition he re- 

solved to  make the most of his opportunities 
and work his way upward. Early in life 
he engaged in clerking in a mercantile es- - 
tablishment, and afterward in a large 
grocer house. In  1870 he carried out his 
cherished plan of coming to ,America, for 
the reports which he had heard concerning 
this country led him to believe that better 
business opportunities I\-ere here aEorded, 
nor I\-as he d~sappointed in the hope that 
brought him to the new 11-orld. He came 
directlj- to Dani-ille and soon secured a 
clerkship in the dry-goods store of C. B. 
ST J. R. Hollo~\-ay, with 11-hom he remained 
for several years, \\-hen, having acqcired 
some capital through his industry and econ- 
omy, he began business on his on-11 account 
as a grocer. 

On the 30th of Nay, IS/-/", in Dandle ,  
Illinois. Ed~vin Nartin was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Laura Giddings, an estimable 
lady I\-ho proved an able assistant and help- 
mate to him. She \\-as born in this city, 
a daughter of IVillianl and Caroline 
(Kitchiner) Giddings, both of \x-hon~ were 
natives of Bedfordshire, England. n-here 
they -\\-ere reared and married, Mr. Gid- 
dings clerking in a 11.1ercantile establishment 
of his native country until 1837, ~vhen he 
came to -America and established his home 
it1 this city. He then began dealing in 
xagons and carriages, and retired from ac- 
tive life about 1865, spending his last ten 
years in the enjo>-ment of a n-ell meritec! 
rest. H e  esercised his right of franchise 
in support of the Republican party. \]-as a 
charter member of the Danville Lodge of 
Odd Fellon-s. in \\-hich he was honored \\-ith 
ofiice for many years. and belonged to the 
Methodist Episcopal church. Both he and 
his wife passed awaj- in 1875 and were laid 
to rest in Spring Hill cemeteq-. In their 
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family were nine children, of whom five yet 
survive, namely: J. W., of Danville; Fran- 
ces, the widow of John Partlow and a resi- 
dent of this city; C. H., who makes his 
home in Evanston, Illinois; Albert, of Dan- 
ville; and Mrs. Martin. Mr. and Mrs. Gid- 
dings were people of genuine worth whose 
life experience developed in then1 characters 
of uprightness and honor and by all who 
knew them they were held in the highest 
esteem. The home cf Mr. and Mrs. Mar- 
tin \\-as blessed with two children. Nellie 
is the wife of E. C. Thornton, a professor 
of music in Danville and the organist of the 
First Methodist Episcopal church. His fa- 
ther is chaplain in the penitentiary of Joliet, 
Illinois. Professor and Mrs. Thornton 
have two sons-Ed\vin M. and Jesse D. 
William E., the only son of Mr. and Xrs. 
Martin, is now a practicing dentist of Dan- 
ville. \\-it11 an oflice in the Temple building. . 

After his marriage Mr. Martin contin- 
ued in the grocery trade for a number of 
years and subsecluently retired to private 
life. having in the nleantime conclucte(1 a 
profita1)le trade. He  always made it his 
habit to spend less than his income ant1 
thus year by year he added to his capital 
until he became the possessor of a very cle- 
sirable competence, ~vl-hich enabled him to 
rest from furthe; labor. H e  was a Repull- 
lican in politics. but refused to hold office. 
althoug!l he took an active and helpful in- 
terest in the growth and success of his 
party. _-I11 esemplary member of the hla- 
sonic fraternity. he was made a Mason in 
Dan\-ille in ISSO and attained to the Knight 
Templar degree. H e  was also co~~nectecl 
with the Knights of IIonor and was a nlern- 
ber of the hlethoclist Episcopal church. 
He had due regard for the obligations of 
religious life, served as a member of the 
official board of the church, as superintend- 

ent of the Sunday-school and labored earn- 
estly and effectively for the promotion of 
the cause of Christianity among his fellow 
men. Such labor allvays reacts upon the 
individual and there was developed in h9r. 
blartin's character nobility, generosity and 
benevolence 11-l-hich caused hiin to be revered 
and respected by all, a~vakening the regard 
of those ~vhom he met and gaining him the 
friendship of many. He  passed away Feb- 
ruary 24, 1885, but those ~ v h o  knew him 
cherish for him pleasant recollections and 
his influence is yet felt as a moving force 
in the lives of those with 1~110111 he lvas in- 
timatell- connected. 

11--1HLOS XLDRIDGE. 

Mahlon i21dridge, now deceased, was a 
man of sterling 11-orth and upright princi- 
ple who enjoyed the respect and confide~lce 
of lllany friends. He canle of a family 
noted for their patriotic spirit. and the same 
love of country and fidelity to duty 
prompted his service in the C i ~ i l  war. His 
great-grandfather fought m~cler \Vashing- 
ton in the war of the Re\-olution. H5s 
grandfather n-as a soldier in the war of 
1812 and was with Harrison in the battle 
of Tippecanoe. His father took part in the 
Black Hawk lvar. being a nlember of the 
Home Guard. and our subject joined the 
Union army. John Aldridge. the father, 
was a native of Ohio. born in I 81 I. and was 
twice married. For his second wife he 
chose Grace IITilliams. a daughter of \\rill- 
iam and Anna (Lo\-eday) Williams. She 
was born in Cornnrall. England. January 
17, 1806. and came to America with her 
father's family. in 1819, settling in Wash- 
ington, D. C.. the follo~ving year. Her 
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